


Contents
Introduction	2
Objectives	3
Scope	3
Policing under austerity, how expenditure has changed and who its affected.	5
Budget reductions and effects on South Wales Police forces.	5
The timeline of police expenditure since 1999	7
Austerity and Inequality	9
Conclusion	11
References	12



[bookmark: _Toc97204829]Introduction

This report focuses on the South Wales police funding and spending cuts as a result of central government and their decisions of devolution. As stated by the Civil Service, (2016) devolution is the decisions from parliament and governments, as for the UK, we have separate legislatures for Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. The government are responsible for running the country, however according to UK Parliament, (2022) it’s the political party whose elected at the general election that takes charge of government for five years, these elections are every five years. The leader of the winning political party is assigned the role of prime minister who chooses their party members to work in government alongside them. As stated by Zodgekar, (2022) the political party must win over half of the 650 seats in parliament to run government, as for the 2019 general election the conservative party won 365 seats, leaving our government being run by the elected prime minister that is currently Boris Johnson. Nonetheless, those appointed to government don’t get full freedom of running the country on their own rules, according to Rhodes and Armstrong, (2021) there is a level of conduct expected of ministers in parliament by the Ministerial Code, this can be accessed online through the House of Commons Library. Those who are given the responsibility have to win majority of votes in parliament of those 650 MPs elected, which has been proven difficult for some elections, resulting in shared government accountability between two or more parties.
In 2010 the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats formed a government on a shared policy programme which according to Nice and Paun, (2019) resulted in budget cuts, tax increases and spending cuts. With the aim of the coalition government to tackle the debts of the UK, by cutting spending cuts in local councils, this affected those most vulnerable as people in the lower bracket of wealth were mainly impacted (LSE, 2013). In regard to policing, budget cuts meant reducing spending on goods and services by around £185 million (HMIC, 2012). With such large reductions affecting police spending, the service of protecting and efficient policing was still expected to be maintained. This assignment highlights the effects of austerity, how majority of cuts affected non-frontline roles, ensuring that police officers who were still in the force were to carry out other functions behind the scenes (HMIC, 2012).
This report highlights the effects of austerity to local governments, how budget cuts meant a weaker police force for our country due to staff shortages and reduced spending to protect our communities. How budgeting has now come into context for police forces, how to save effectively and where to find funding when the budget is just too low (HMIC, 2012). This report examines the financial challenge that local Welsh police forces were faced with from the central funding cuts announced by the coalition government. In addition, the effects this made to local council taxes and how this was forced to rise by 5% for our police forces in Wales to continue with their savings target (South Wales Police, 2012). Examining how the end of austerity in 2019 gave freedom to Welsh police forces and their budgets, allowing funding to correct any services suffering from austerity. Since then, the UK was hit with a global pandemic which ultimately required the closure of businesses and impacting the economy. 
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With the objectives being to examine the budget reductions and expenditure effects on South Wales Police, highlighting the importance of funding given to the police and how reductions can affect us long term in terms of a rise in statistics.
Additionally, to show the timeline of police expenditure since 1999 to current times in 2022 where we’ve faced the coalition government decisions, austerity, and the recent coronavirus pandemic. 
Finally, to emphasise the importance of inequality reflected from government decisions and how austerity affects those in deprived areas, those on lower incomes and the benefit cuts. 
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This report focuses on the coalition government, how our government consisted of two parties and how this affected economic state in the UK, specifically England and Wales. Examining how Police forces in Wales were affected by budget cuts as a result of austerity which was decided by the joint government in 2010. Since then, how budget cuts have continued to affect policing in South Wales as evidential by statistics of crime and how South Wales Police dealt with the reductions in place. This report does not focus on how the coalition government faded as the main concentration is the affects of budget cuts on police, from 2010 to 2022. Finally with the focus on equality and keeping the public safe, the focus of the changing of governments is not a priority in this report due to the focus on public service. With the focus throughout the paper on the public, the concertation steers away from other public service organisations. 
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With South Wales Police (SWP) policing the capital of Wales they were faced with added complex challenges, when faced with austerity, however made good progress by saving 72% of the total savings according to HMIC, (2013). With Welsh councils experienced an average reduction of 12% in spending between 2009 and 2017, these cuts have increased a demand for local services (Wallace, 2013). As for SWP there reduced spending between 2010 and 2020 was £59 million pounds as highlighted by the Police and Crime Commissioner, (2021).
In regard to the coalition government in 2010 where government funding was cut to save money for UK debt repayment, our local governments and the Welsh public services were affected financially. Without funding our forces cannot serve and protect the country, which meant for the Welsh government to find funding elsewhere, increasing council tax, where every homeowner pays in contribution for our public services. With 81% of police budgets being spent on staff costs it doesn’t come to a surprise that officer posts were to be reduced, with a 9% reduction in SWP, and 10% reduction across England and Wales (South Wales Police, 2012). To remain fairness when cutting staff, SWP required for police officers to retire after completing 30 years pensionable service, whilst limiting recruitment. However, with this still meaning a decrease in police officers in South Wales, there was an evidential impact on crime rates (HMIC, 2013). 
Since 2010 Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) were created in replacement of Police Authorities, under the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 (Shuttleworth, 2021). According to Brown, (2021) PPCs are responsible for securing an “effective and efficient” police force. To set annual budgets and police and crime plan for the upcoming 5 years, to oversee the forces performance and commissioning victim services and crime prevention services in their area (Brown, 2021). After the “end of austerity” promises that expenditure would rise where let down, in fact according to the Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales, (2017) the central government funding for South Wales was continued to reduce from 2011 to 2018, putting these PPCs under pressure to ensure funding to protect their areas. The reductions in policing expenditure from central government required more funding to be found from rising council taxes, yet again to protect and prioritise policing in South Wales. Since austerity and the continuing reductions in policing in South Wales, the government has made promises to boost resources and funding to allow police forces to continue working commenced targeting specific crimes (Home Office, 2021). The Wales Fiscal Analysis, (2019) highlights this evidence as South Wales were to receive the majority of increased funding between a 4% nominal terms increase for Cardiff and Caerphilly, to over a 5% increase for Newport. With the government now showing an increase in funding for police forces in the UK, including Wales as they have for the past 10 years, and more been receiving reduced funding for the needs of policing. As highlighted by the Home Office, (2017) police funding was to receive an increase of £450 million across England and Wales back in 2018 since the ending of austerity. The promises made by government were to support resourcing within the police to keep the communities safe. This incline of funding included a 7% rise which was designated to counter terrorism, as there was a recognition of the changing threat from terrorism, again ensuring that the public is safe. This suggests the changes made to reduce risk of higher crime levels. Understandably with reductions in policing staff it wouldn’t come to a surprise that forces were to struggle with the workload. As stated by Draca and Langella, (2020) since 2013 there was a sharp increase in violent crimes, which highlights the strain of under funding from the government. Since the joint government, crime statistics has proven the increase in crime, which is shown by the Office for National Statistics, (Flatley, 2015). This highlights the damaging affects those reductions in police funding was for the community. As for 2015, a few years into austerity, sexual offences were 41% higher than the previous year, which is a damming increase. As well as increases in serious violence crimes, including weapons, with the overall recorded crime increasing by 5% in 2015 than the previous year, again stated by Flatley, (2015).
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England and Wales consist of 43 forces which operates the county, each force has their own budget and planning of finance to police their communities, this job is undertaken by the PPC (Henderson and Johnson, 2021) as previously mentioned. Before the coalition government in 2009 the overall capital expenditure had risen from 1999 to 2009, and almost doubled from 7.72 billion to 14.55 billion in 2008/2009 as stated by Mills et al, (2010). Statistics show that the Home Office police revenue grant had decreased from 1999 to 2009, with council tax rising to make up for funds. Yet with nearly two-thirds of government expenditure set to the police, funding for local communities were not slim, the spending by police were separated by three main parties; the home office, police authorities (or PCCS) and the chief constable. As stated by Mills, (2010) these three parties are to ensure that funding is available and spent accordingly, under the Police Act 1996, before being voted and published by parliament. Since the introduction of the joint government, council tax has again been rising to help the reductions elsewhere from central government. In response of this in 2011/2012 the government introduced the council tax freeze grant, encouraging police and other authorities to freeze or reduce the council tax precepts. If they were to do this then the grant was to be given. Furthermore, in 2012/2013 the local tax referendums were introduced to replace capping of council tax, if the tax was to rise by 2% or more (Johnston & Politowski, 2016). However, the Welsh Government did not offer local authorities this grant, to remain in power of the capping of council tax. In Wales a greater amount of police funding comes from council tax rather than central government or the Welsh government grants, as highlighted by Johnston and Politwski, (2016). Whereas, in England less council tax is required for police expenditure with only 24% of funding in England coming from council tax and 37% in Wales going towards police funding.
These reductions in police funding required for forces in England and Wales to reduce police employees. With the number of full-time police officers fallen by 14% between 2009 and 2016, the evidence is clear that austerity affected our local police, as they were forced to budget time and money. According to Disney & Simpson, (2017) the total employment in the police service had fallen by 17.4%, with some forces being able to raise more money through council tax, but with the central government grant being cut between 2010/2015 other forces were not able to fund elsewhere.
Furthermore, in the 2015 spending review the conservative government planned to make more annual cuts to government grants for the period of 2015-2020. As stated by Disney & Simpson, (2017) the government promised that spending on the police will remain constant between these years. This has later proven to be correct, of that the total finance for England and Wales has remained flat between those current years. Moving forward to the most current publication of statistics in 2022 there has been an increase of £433 million compared to the previous year, showing a rise in police funding for Wales, this most recent increase is reflected from recent economic change. Home Office, (2021) illustrates how the COVID-19 pandemic added an additional £199 million of funding last year in 2021, to reimburse forces for PPE (personal protective equipment) and the income loss recovery scheme which helped the forces with their budgets recovering from any lost income. South Wales Police has a total budget of £327.9 million for 2021/2022, this has been received through both government grants (56%) and the local police precent (council tax) (44%) as stated by the PCC, (2021).
After the first wave of Covid-19 in 2020, our economy was hit drastically, with the gross domestic product (GDP) declined by 9.7%, making it the steepest drop since records began in 1948 (Harari & Keep, 2021). Harari and Keep, (2021) states that the UKs GDP was lower in April 2020 than it was two months prior to the pandemic restrictions where put in place, which shows the impact those restrictions had on the economy. With the “Historically large decline in GDP” in 2020, recovery was needed, as the pandemic is still affecting the economy to date it required for businesses to adapt to new rules and regulations to ensure the security of their business. Even with this rebound in GDP in spring 2021, as of October 2021 the GDP was still 0.5% lower than months before the pandemic affected the UK (McAuley, 2022). This shows importance that recovery is needed to boost the economy and protect our police services after the reductions in funding and affects that the coronavirus made.



[bookmark: _Toc97204835]Austerity and Inequality

Austerity meant reductions in housing benefits, increases for those in rented housing, shrinkage of support options and the introduction of bedroom tax (BASW, 2017). Those affected by these reductions were to suffer their own financial challenges, the financial crisis meant those in poverty were to only become more vulnerable and see impoverishment worsen between the years from 2010 (Oxfam, 2013). According to ONS, (2009) the public debt had risen from 56.6% in July 2009 to 90% in 2013, which highlights the severity of austerity effects on general public and more so on those who are financially struggling. Since 2010 the central government grants have fallen by 16%, and according to Atkins (2022) council tax has slowly but surely been rising since 2009/10. Atkins, (2022) stated that local authorities raised 25% more council tax in 2019/20 compared to 2009/10. Since the changes from the coalition government, local authorities are monitored on rising of council tax, and since 2012/13 authorities have not been able to rise tax by more than 2% annually without a referendum (Sandford, 2021). As well as the rise in council tax, government has also made those in lower class area struggle with finance with the recent universal credit cuts of £20 a week. According to Citizens Advice, (2021) these reductions will hit nearly 6 million people, with the biggest drop to affect those single people under 25, from £344 to £257.33. These reductions can put these individuals into poverty by removing basic human necessities such as heating and food. As stated by Finch, (2021) it is a well-known fact that living in poverty is bad for your health, as financial difficulty leaves people unable to live with basic human needs and essentials, which alternately damages these people’s health and mental wellbeing. Financial difficulty undoubtably causes stress, anxiety and panic, Mind, (2021) implies how money problems can affect relationships, mental wellbeing, and physical wellbeing of those struggling. This decision of cutting benefits and universal credit to those who need it most has been made by our government, to lower the overall spending in the UK. As universal credit is for those who are in employment but are only receiving a low income, this benefit helps those with money difficulty to provide for needs such as housing, childcare etc (Mackley et al, 2021). However, this cut in spending is directly hitting those who are in financial difficulty and may already be living in poverty, coming from these individuals’ perspective this decision made by government may perceive as a hit for those individuals and an act of inequality. Mackley et al (2021) illustrates how the amount of people on universal credit rose during the coronavirus pandemic to 5.8 million by the end of 2020, whereas before the pandemic there were 3 million people on universal credit. This implies how the pandemic affected the UK economically and how many people living in the country needed support during this time. The Joseph Rowntree Foundation stresses on how poverty is rising, and with the pandemic leaving millions of people trapped with the rising of costs and redundancies, yet the support and funding being cut (Innes, 2020). The coalition government in 2010 came with some strong promises regarding equality, according to HM government, (2010) the aim was to create a more equal and fairer Britain, with the introduction of the Equality Act 2010 bringing into context new laws to introduce a “real difference”. Despite this, since the coalition government reductions have been targeted at those struggling financially and having become dependent on benefits and additional money such as universal credit. 
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To summarise, governments alternate every five years, which means different decisions being made and introduced often, this recurring political meeting regarding the responsibility of government allows for the right decisions to be made for what’s necessary at that time. Because of this, the UK has received additional funding for the recent covid-19 pandemic we are still fighting, this funding has supported those in need. As for our local police forces, South Wales Police have been given additional funding since the coalition government, as government was continuously stripping back funding for basic police needs. Taking this into account, its also important to remember how South Wales Police dealt with lack of funding, by the reduction of staff and resources during austerity. This was proven to cause an affect onto policing and the safety of our community, hence the more recent decisions to increase funding and employ and recruit more officers across the UK (South Wales Police, 2012). The major finding throughout the report highlights the affects austerity had on our police forces, where we suffered a reduction in police officers, and a rise in criminal behaviour, and more specifically the impacts on the general public. These findings have been backed up with years of rising statistics and evidence proving the change needed to end austerity. Finally, this report also reflects the changes in the economy regarding the most recent pandemic that is Covid-19 after the years of austerity, how this was responded to by government since years of austerity.
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