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Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?

Our first task on this module was to interview a child between the age of five and seven about their weekend and their worries and what’s important to them. Looking back at this task we used it to get an understanding of our target audience and to get a clear view of what our best approach was to produce a show that will engage them and the best way to portray our message without coming across as patronising. 

Another task was for us to get into groups of four and to think back to our most embarrassing moment from childhood and to present this in different performance methods. This task got us back to thinking of our childhood and releasing our playful side. Times are changing but children still find the same things embarrassing and the same things funny as when we were kids. 

These tasks brought us up to speed with what our audiences would be interested in seeing and what they would enjoy. They wouldn’t want to see 12 adults acting like children and messaging around on stage, that wouldn’t keep them engaged, it would only encourage them to mess around. Kids want to be older, when you’re a child you think about being 10, then 13, then 16, 18 and 21. So we would relate with that and perform in that way. All kids just want to be ‘cool’, so we used performance methods to correspond with that. We used music and dance. I meet many people my own age that are intrigued by my talents, so just imagine the amazement when kids see it, a spider that can beatbox and floss is exactly the thing they want to see, that is cool to a kid and that’s a perfect way to get them engaged straight from the top of the show.

[bookmark: _GoBack] I mentioned in my paragraph response to Task 2 about the arts in schools and after going to the schools it is very clear how little exposure the schools get to the arts. After our performances a teacher would mention how engaged the children were and how they’re not usually that engaged for that amount of time. Now I was one of them kids myself where I couldn’t stay still and was always fidgeting, but instead of just pushing it aside and that student having a bad time in education and leaving with a poor education, it’s now the educational body that has a duty to supply their students with an education and the arts is a way of teaching children without them knowing they’re getting taught, instead of the students being forced to adapt to the teaching method, it’s the teaching method that needs to adapt to the students. Our performance was the first many of the children saw and our aim was to put on an enjoyable show with an underlining message and now those teachers have a way of reaching out to those ‘hard to reach pupils’ and it was as simple as a different method of learning. 


