Onreas! Evaluating the Battlefield Effectiveness of the Cavalry Charge in Thirteenth-Century Warfare

	The medieval knight mounded on his warhorse with his armour shining in the sun is a potent image. The knight is an iconic image of the medieval period, from the Normans at Cerami to the knights at Bosworth field under Richard the 3rd this image pervades popular culture. All these famous knights have one thing in common, for nearly five hundred years the medieval knight was charging into battle. This leaves a question, the most popular tactic of the knight was the cavalry charge, but was the impact of hundreds of tons of steel and horse actually that effective on the battlefield? This essay will evaluate the effectiveness of knights on the battlefield in the 13th century, by examining 3 specific cases it can be seen that the cavalry charge was a highly effective though situational method of warfare, certain criteria had to be met to make it the battle-winning strategy its reputation demands.

