Joe Harvey
1501402
Abstract, Plan and Bibliography for Dissertation 

My proposed dissertation title is:

 Caesar in Gaul: an analysis of his military campaign and successes.

 Abstract

The proposed question shall evaluate and analyse the actions of Gaius Julius Caesar in the conquest of Gaul. One such arguments shall be the use of his legions, the equipment they used, as well as the tactics and discipline. How and why these factors were vital to Caesar securing wins in the numerous battles that took place will be evaluated. The effective use of the legions will cover the many lieutenants that Caesar was able to employ. 

The overall strategic workings of Caesar will be analysed and how he was able to sue the “divide and conquer” method to great advantage. This includes the alliances made with numerous tribes and the effective use of the information provided by them. Through the use of alliances Caesar was able to secure supply lines. The use of native Gallic troops will also be analysed and how this was beneficial to Caesars conquest. The importance of Gaul not being unified will be emphasized, as it is important to Caesars success. 

Key individual battles shall be analysed, including the repulsion of the Helvetii, the battle of Gergovia and the Siege of Alesia. The initial lead up to the battles of Gergovia and Alesia under the leadership of Vercingetorix will be analysed as they were an important and vital turning point to the conquest of Gaul.
The exploration and small invasion of Britannia will also be explored and how this can be marked under a great publicity and political express. Gaining Caesar much prestige and fame.

Plan
This section will project roughly what the dissertation is expected to look like upon completion. 

Introduction

The introduction shall start of clearly stating the aim of the dissertation which is to analyse Caesars military campaign and his success.

The introduction will give a brief history of Caesar, taking an emphasis on his few past military experiences, and events leading up to the conquest Gaul. The introduction will cover an explanation of how much of the information about the Gallic wars comes from Caesars own writings on the subject, De Bello Gallico[footnoteRef:1], and how that effects the probability of the information being reliable. [1:  Caesar, 1995] 


The key factors will be stated briefly but clearly to give the reader an indication on what will be covered within the dissertation. These include but so far are not limited to:

1. The use of the Roman Legions, the equipment and tactics they used and how these were advantages in battles.
2. The importance of winning key battles primarily the Siege of Alesia when the Gallic leader Vercingetorix revolted. 
3. The landing in Britannia and its importance to Caesars support, prestige and fame.
4. The strategies that Caesar employed. Including “Divide and conquer”, alliances with local Gallic tribes, and the importance of Gaul not being a unified country like Italy was under Rome.

Section 1

This section is upon the Roman legions and how they were able to secure victory in battles.

The equipment used at the time will be evaluated and how this was beneficial in battle against the Gallic tribes. The formations and tactics will also be evaluated and analysed. Including in this is also the impressive siege works at Alesia. These will be compared to the equipment the many tribes the Romans faced. Under this section the use of lieutenants will be looked at, including Titus Labienus, Publius Crassus and Mark Anthony.  This section will naturally lead on to the next section

Section 2

This section shall focus on the key battles that were fought during the Gallic wars.

Included in this are the battles of Sabis, Gergovia and Alesia. The battle of Sabis was the opening battle of the Gallic wars and in a way provided Caesar with the opportunity he needed to conquer the rest of Gaul. The siege of Alesia was an important turning point in the Gallic wars and is the battle that finalised the Roman occupation of Gaul. Although Gergovia was a defeat for Caesar it is important to mention as it was arguably the largest setback Caesar encountered throughout the conquest. The revolt of Vercingetorix will also be covered as he was ultimately the de-facto leader of Gaul during the battle of Gergovia and Alesia. His surrender marked the end of major Gallic resistance. This section shall naturally lead on to the third section of the dissertation.

Section 3

This section will cover Caesar incursion into Britannia.

Although no land was conquered in the name of Rome Caesars invasion of Britannia was one of his biggest success. It gave him great prestige and popularity with the people of Rome and increased his already respectable fame. The first unsuccessful attempt will be covered and then the second more successful attempt. The debate as to wherever it had been intended as a full invasion or just a reconnaissance mission will be discussed and the result of the incursion will also be analysed. The appointment of a friendly British king by the Romans after they departed will be discussed and also lead on nicely to the next section of the dissertation. 

Section 4
This section will cover the strategies that Caesar employed.

Within this section there will be an analysis of the “divide and conquer” strategy that will be expressed to have been successful. The alliances made with numerous Gallic tribes will be expressed and how they were used to advantage by providing information as well as warriors to assist in battle. These alliances were crucial to Roman success and emphasis the point that Gaul was an undivided land where Caesar was able to pit tribes against tribe to his advantage. 

Conclusion

To conclude there will be a brief but clear summary of what has been covered within the dissertation and the outcome that each section had on the overall conquest of Gaul. To install an emphasis that Caesar was able to conquer Gaul because of the points made within the dissertation.  However acknowledge that much of the figures provided for the battles and such may have been emphasises or reduced due to the main source of information upon the Gallic wars coming from Caesar himself. 
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