5.0 Conclusion and Recommendations 
  
5.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter analysed data collected from questionnaires, detailed the main findings from two surveys put to members of the public and police officers and answered one of the objectives: 
‘Public perception of police officers in the UK carrying firearms’
  
This chapter will provide a conclusion surrounding the research question: 
‘Evaluation of how frontline police officers in the UK are currently armed, and whether they should carry firearms’ 
  
5.2 Main Findings 

From the answers provided by members of the public and current police officers via the questionnaires, several similar findings can be claimed when compared to the literature review. Results from both questionnaires imply that police officers and members of the public believe that police officers are not sufficiently trained to deal with violent incidents. However, both public and police answered that more police officers should carry firearms as part of their PPE, but not all frontline officers. Most of the public answered that they would feel less safe if all officers carried firearms. This supports Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson (2020) study that identified during their research that arming police officers would evoke some concern and discomfort however the public’s confidence and perception of police would not be changed. In contrast, most police officers answered that they would feel safer and more comfortable carrying a firearm whilst carrying out their duties. Dodd (2017) found that 34% of police officers believed that they should be routinely armed, similarly within the questionnaires conducted as part of this research, 33.2% believed that police officers should carry a firearm as standard PPE. This suggests an area of exploration for future research into equipping more police officers in the UK with firearms. 

5.3 Recommendations

Following this research project and the results from the questionnaires conducted, it could be determined that both members of the public and police officers feel there is a need to arm more frontline police officers, but not all officers. Therefore, it is recommended that further research should be conducted as to why these beliefs exist and whether there is a requirement to train and equip more police officers in the UK with a firearm. A pilot study of officers carrying firearms as part of their daily PPE could be conducted in a small geographical area to help identify the risks, cost and benefits and the true perceptions of both officers and members of the public. This research project only provided answers of the idea of officers carrying firearms however, a more accurate set of data would be collected from a pilot study. The idea compared to reality would likely provide alternative answers from both officers and members of the public. In order to address the concern of the lack of training police officers are provided with to deal with violent crimes, further in-depth training is recommended, and a review of what training is currently in place. 

5.4 Limitations 

Due to the time constraints applied by UWTSD, the research phase carried out had time restrictions placed upon it. Whilst having to work full time shifts as a police officer, there was limited time to conduct each chapter of this dissertation. Time restraints were therefore a key limitation of this dissertation. Another limitation was the number of respondents who completed the two questionnaires. The initial goal was for fifty respondents to answer each questionnaire, however, only one questionnaire met this goal, with the other questionnaire receiving only 31 respondents. If the questionnaires would have reached a larger number of people, the results may have differed. Therefore, the validity and reliability could be questioned due to the limited number of participants. Reflecting on the questions within both questionnaires, only closed questions were asked, resulting in answers of yes or no. This limited the participants answers, whereas if open ended questions were asked, this would have provided more in-depth answers and gained a better insight into the views of the respondents. However, as there were time constraints, closed ended questions were chosen as this was quicker to quantify. 
 

5.5 Further Research 

The initial research into equipping all frontline police officers with a firearm resulted in the disagreement from participants from both police officers and the public. Both questionnaires highlighted the need for more officers to be trained and to carry firearms. Further research could explore the reason, be it a lack of training in dealing with violent incidents or a lack of availability of Authorised Firearms officers (AFOs). This could be due to a shortage of trained AFOs or that the AFOs on duty at one time are too thinly spread to respond to an incident in a timely manner. Therefore, further research should be conducted into the need of an interim AFO team. Additionally, when questioned, police officers answered that they would be comfortable to carry a firearm as part of their daily PPE. The reasons behind this are unknown, due to closed ended questions being used however, a possible explanation for this could be that police officers believe that they are not fully trained to deal with violent situations. Due to the lack of time available to conduct the research, the fastest way to collect data was using closed ended questions via a survey. If more time were available, interviews or focus groups of current AFOs, frontline police officers and members of the public could be utilised, and the use open ended questions. This would add a greater understanding into the possibility and reality of arming all frontline police officers in the UK and whether there is a requirement for this.
 

5.6 Conclusion 

Throughout this dissertation, research has been carried out to reach the objectives of identifying what PPE frontline police officers currently carry within the UK, the rise in gun violence and violent crime within the UK and discovering the police and public perception of officers carrying firearms as standard. From the answers received from the questionnaires, it can be concluded that members of the public and police officers do not see a need to equip all frontline police officers in the UK with a firearm, however the research concluded that more officers should be armed. As detailed in the literature review chapter, gun violence and violent crimes in the UK are rising annually, perceptions may change in years to come thus there may be a requirement for all police officers within the UK to be armed as standard in the near future.
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