[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_c4grxMxg]Kelly assignment 1 
Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service

In this assignment I will be looking at the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service. Policing by consent is essential as it helps build public trust and confidence within communities. This allows officers to do what they need to do to help reduce crime rates. 

The concept of "policing by consent" serves as the foundation for policing in the UK. Policing by consent was first brought out in 1829, There were guidelines set out to ensure smoothness. These guidelines were given to all police personnel as Basic Instructions, and they asked them to the citizens acceptance of their presence, activities, and conduct, as well as their ability to gain and keep the citizens trust, as its necessary for them to carry out their responsibilities. Authorities also instructed police personnel to use the least amount of physical force required across any given level to carry out a policing goal and to employ physical force whenever caution, advise, and persuasion is determined to be inadequate to elicit the citizenry's participation. 
Data shows that black Londoners are 4 more times likely to be part of a stop search compared to white Londoners. During covid, April and May 2020 were when covid restrictions were at peak strictness this meant stop searches were increased drastically by the met during this time. Following in the murder of George Floyd in 2020 by the United States police officer, there has been an increase of lost public trust and confidence within the Black, Asian and minority ethnic. There is data showing that 62% of BAME Londoners perceive that Inside the police department racism is institutionalized. (AM, 2020)
There have multiple issues with racism and police in the Uk, these are being g dealt with by the IOPC otherwise known as independent office for police conduct. Throughout moments within that Uks history when worries about racial prejudice and policing could not even be disregarded, the requirement for independent control of the police was founded. Some of these events are where racial discrimination took place 
· The Brixton riots
· The Scarman Report
· The murder of Stephen Lawrence
[bookmark: _Int_u2zczp94]The Brixton riots took place in 1981 from April 10-12, these were the first major riots in England. The riots started between black youngsters and the police, it happened because a group of young black men mistook the officer's action when they were helping an injured young black boy in the car. The group of young men thought the police were harassing the youth, so they attacked the vehicle. It then escalated massively from there as increased people were gathering and joining in by throwing things and damaging the vehicle. By the end of the riots a total of 7,000 officers were deployed and were involved in the riots, 282 of the people arrested were black. This all happened in the space of two days (Brenton, 2019).
The riot was caused by several factors, some being financial and cultural difficulties. The main issue was police discrimination against the black community, at the time most of Brixton was made up of the black community. It was found that most of the discrimination showed when the officers carried out the stop and searches within the area (Pierre, 2022).
The UK government requested the Scarman report to investigate the Brixton riots in April 1981. However, it notably did not denounce police violence or acknowledge the existence of systematic racism. Instead, it recognized complicated legal, cultural, and economical elements that contributed to a propensity for the riots (Ian law, 2015).
Report from Scarman explains the causes of the disturbances. Scarman distinguished himself among the elements that, over time, had raised the possibility of widespread violence in Brixton. The overall risk for aggression was attributed to four massive causes and a subtle one (Taylor, 2014)
[bookmark: _Int_bl3fbAwO]Stephen Lawrence was attacked by a group of white males on April 22, 1993. This attack took place at a bus stop whilst waiting with his friend. A group of young males came over and attacked them with a baseball bat and a knife. they had managed to escape but Lawrence collapsed on the pavement and then died that night in hospital. Four years after he was murdered charges were not made, it was not till 2011 when Dobson and Norris were finally charged and then were found guilty in 2012 (investigation, na).
[bookmark: _Int_VfynJhb3]Stphen Lawrence was 19 at the time of the attack, it was two weeks after had left a note of names on a windscreen of a police officer before they made any arrests for the murder. When the murder happened, the law was that someone could not be trialed again for the same crime in the Uk. Then in 2006 Professor Gallop gathered all the evidence and information with her team and reexamined it all to make sure they did not miss anything. When the trial started up again in 2011 the forensic evidence was the major part and therefore Dobson and Norris were found guilty of Stephen Lawrences murder (access, 2022).
Sir Robert Peel founded the London Metropolitan Police Force in 1829. Before this the community toke it upon themselves to create their own law and justice system. This all worked well until the big cities were being built and developed as criminals found that cities were easier to hide in to commit more crimes. When sir Robert peel founded the London metropolitan, citizens and communities were worried that it would be a way for the government to abuse the power and control all communities with the use of force (Matthews, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_Mww9FRSo]Sir Robert Peel was conscious of the worries and complaints, so he took the time to explain to the public what his plan was and how it was going to happen. His committee produced a set of police concepts, they have 9 main guidelines and 3 major concepts.  the 3 major concepts- 
1. [bookmark: _Int_FX5GW63B][bookmark: _Int_39q2b2t7]The function is to avoid violence, not to apprehend offenders. We do not need to penalize civilians or restrict their freedoms if the authorities prevent crime from taking place. The crime rates decreased in the community are indicative of an efficient police force rather than a significant arrest ratio. 
2. Gaining the confidence of the people is essential to stopping crime. As though they were all voluntarily serving as officers, each citizen should participate in the burden of crime prevention. Officers only can take on this obligation if the public backs and believes in the authorities. 
3. By upholding communal values, the authorities gain the Favour of the general people. Building a solid credibility needs a lot of work, including unbiasedly applying the law, recruiting policemen who embody and respect the neighborhood, and only resorting to power in extreme circumstances (law enforcement partnership, 2017).
These 3 concepts allow the police to do their jobs and work with the community without upsetting anyone. These concepts are there to protect the community from any police misconduct, this also allows the police to carry out their duties without overstepping the line.
For crime to be controlled and local authorities to run efficiently, there must be agreement between police and the general people. In its simplest form, the justice system depends on the public to contribute knowledge, eyewitness accounts, and testimony at trial. There are several reasons why the community comply with police officers and the law. One of these being that they might have a fear of more crime being committed, so therefore they help the police in hopes of helping to reduce the crime rate. (Jackson et al., 2012)
To conclude policing by consent is important to the community as this allows them to trust and rely on the police officers that serve and protect them. It also makes sure police are not discriminating and carrying out their jobs to the best of their abilities. Having the community on their side will help to reduce crime rates and people will feel more comfortable turning to them when in need of help or if they have information about a recent crime. 
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