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Introduction  
Sustainable tourism has the objective of protecting and ensuring no harm to the environment, while people are visiting and travelling globally (Travel Foundation, 2020). In 2019, statistics revealed that 1.4 billion international tourists were recorded; a 6% increase from the previous year (UNWTO, 2019). Due to the amount of tourism that increases annually, it can be argued that this is a positive outcome for countries. To explain, a country will be able to expand their resources if they have more money, meaning that a place can increase how well its citizens can live in that place.  
A GDP (Gross Domestic Product) can be an estimate or an indication of the wealth of a country. It can also be calculated through the total value of goods within the place (Investopedia, 2020). Knowing the GDP of a country can aid in investigating if a country is considered to be developed or emerging.   
As an example, in third world countries such as Bangladesh, the Gross Domestic Product (estimated total income of Bangladesh) was $274 billion. However, some of this money had also come from tourists. Significant research which was discovered in 2017, located that tourism had contributed to 2.2% of the GDP. Which was then used to estimate the next statistic: almost $8 billion of the GDP would have been caused by tourism in 2028 (Financial Express, 2019).  
What this highlights is that for emerging nations, tourism can be used to aid in increasing their GDP, which also demonstrates that people can have increased wages and therefore the country can develop. Statistics from 2013 revealed that 1.3 million jobs were created from tourism (Research Leap, 2015). Due to the extremely high illiterate rate being almost 3.2 million people in Bangladesh, tourism allows more employment to occur without requiring education (UNESCO, 2018).   
In contrast, Japan’s GDP in 2017 was calculated to be $4.9 billion. Similar to Bangladesh, the honeypot site had also increased the previous GDP by 2.2% (Country Economy, 2017). According to Knoema.com, 7.4% of their GDP had come from tourism alone: almost triple the amount that Bangladesh had received from tourists (Knoema, 2018).   
This demonstrates that tourism is highly positive for the Japanese economy: tourism in Japan was responsible for over 4.2 million jobs, again, triple the amount of jobs created by tourism in Bangladesh (FTN News, 2018). 
From this, it can be summarised that Japan has a much higher GDP, paired with higher amounts of employment created by tourism, however, this essay will be investigating the extent of sustainability; how sustainable Japan’s and Bangladesh’s methods of tourism are, including, the complexity and the funding. 
This essay will also be using a range of sources to compare and contrast the use of sustainable tourism within developed countries and it will be juxtaposed with an emerging country. This objective will be discovering the amount of sustainability, and the methods will also be compared (how effective it is).  
It is already clear that Japan has more tourism, therefore this essay will be researching and explaining how they incorporate sustainability within their country but this will also be used against Bangladesh to see how they use tourism as an advantage to help their country. 
Although this essay is based on tourism, it will be looking into the methods of travelling for tourists. Without methods of transport, tourists would not be able to visit different places. Also, forms of travelling make it easier to dictate whether the country has safe, sustainable and affordable travelling methods. 
Finally, the conclusion includes the country that includes sustainable tourism to the best extent, and if that is the answer to their achievements. 







 
Main Findings 
Created in 1964, Japan had created a new and modernised version of transportation, called the Shinkansen; the first and fastest bullet train ever (nippon.com, 2014). The railway is linked to most of the major cities within Japan, making it accessible to those who need to commute for work, or necessities like shopping (jrailpass.com, 2020). The capital city of Japan holds statistics which proves that it is the busiest city in the world (WorldAtlas, 2019), with 8.9 million residents and over 31 million tourists (nippon.com, 2019). This highlights is the significance of the train; the train aids and allows tourists and commuters to travel across Japan while being easily accessible and time-efficient. Meaning that people can have a positive form of travelling which is an advantage for their money, time and location.  
Also, due to the Olympics, which were due set to take place during 2020, the government used this as a strategy. They had prepared and estimated for over 40 million tourists to be arriving for the Olympics: which is over double the amount that they annually received in 2017 (The Invisible Tourist, 2020). So, the government saw this as a chance to increase their economy. More estimated statistics reveal that the Olympics were expected to cause a rise in their economy by $300 million (Statistia, 2020). The Shinkansen was intended to be publicised by the railway companies as a way to promote quick and inexpensive forms of travelling across Tokyo. For instance, they had created a pass which would cost a small amount to have all-day access, including the limitless amount of trips along the three-day stay (jrailpass.com, 2020).  
However, this was not the final plan that the company created for tourists to use the train. Spending $2.2 billion on the newly designed train, the company intended for the train to be faster, more reliable, and also included a new safety features for earthquakes (Bloomberg.com, 2019). Surprisingly, the company also revealed that the trains would be updated with an even higher speed at 177 miles per hour; currently the fastest possible speed. Allowing them to promote their high-speed transport to more domestic tourists, and the new international tourists who would be searching for ways to travel. Moreover, to fit in with tired and technologically advanced tourists, seats would be replaced with more ‘comfortable’ seating along with charger ports at each seat (thepointsguy.com, 2019). This accessory will give tourists a more pleasant experience while travelling and will be able to allow them to use their gadgets without worrying about their battery usage.  
Therefore, the government and railway company used an already significant and widely used platform and promoted it to millions of tourists for their advantage.  
In 2014, the significant train had an estimated amount of over 400,000 passengers daily, while in 2027 they are planning to cut down travel times by an hour (railjournal.com, 2014). To explain, if journey times are decreasing, it allows more trains to be in use. Meaning that more than 400,00 passengers will be using the transportation device because there will be more space to enter it. Although it may seem like this will cause more damage to the environment, sources revealed the positives of trains.  
In 2019, over 4,000 people had died from car-related accidents in Japan alone (International Transport Forum, 2019), although the bullet train may be hectic, over 56 years there have never been any accidents related to the train. Meaning that the bullet has allowed people to be safe, which is sustainable for the people of the country and the tourists who are interested in visiting Japan.  
According to the same site, the railway stations which adapted to more modern ways had changed to include more stores, which saw an increase in sales. Those businesses had an increase in the profits because they were in stations, which highlights how the trains create a positive impact on local businesses (japan.go.jp, 2014).  
The company was responsible for 29% of all transport within Japan, whereas the C02 emissions were just 3.4% from the bullet train. This conveys that the trains are environmentally friendly, and a responsible way of transport (IndustryTap.com, 2015). Due to its new design, the Shinkansen also decreased its energy usage by 40%, which proves how it is a better alternative (vacationsbyrail.com, 2020).  
Therefore, the trains cause positive outcomes for the environment as it decreases the amount of C02 emissions released; meaning that it aids the country. Not only that, but it also reduces the number of fatal accidents involving vehicles, which is an overall advantage to all. Most importantly, tourists will feel welcomed since there is affordable and safe transport for them, which will allow them to travel across Japan and offer them what is necessary while being a tourist.

First introduced in the early '40s, Bangladesh began to incorporate rickshaws within the capital city, Dhaka. In the beginning, the capital had a small quantity of 37 rickshaws (thedailystar.net, 2019). Over 80 years later it is now underestimated to have one million rickshaws in Dhaka (Msallem, 2019). 
In 2009, the owners were encouraged to refuel their automatic rickshaws with compressed natural gas (CNG), which is less harmful to the environment than gasoline. Before the use of CNGs, Bangladesh had been using gasoline which was reported to contribute to 60% of vehicle pollution (Schroeder, 2009).  Now because Bangladesh has a more sustainable and less harmful method of refuelling engines, it is believed to have decreased the amount of vehicle pollution and has also saved money as it is much cheaper. 
Although Dhaka has achieved the title of having the 'most cycle rickshaws in one city,' it is still unknown to how many rickshaws are in Bangladesh  (Msallem, 2019), which influences the more significant issue.
In 2019, Bangladesh had increased its previous amount of crashes and deaths involving vehicles by a staggering 51% and 17% more deaths (thedailystar.net, 2020). Unfortunately, it is estimated that half of the accidents were initiated by rickshaws.
It is believed that these circumstances were caused by two elements. Either due to the illiterate drivers or due to the lack of licenses (thedailystar.net, 2020). 
To explain, the number of rickshaws within Dhaka is believed to be over 1 million, yet over 80% of them belong to drivers without licenses (reuters.com, 2009). This means that anyone will be able to drive in Bangladesh, even if they are not skilled enough to do so. Which further highlights how an accessible and easy form of transport may be critical and life-threatening. 
In summary, it can be a sustainable form of transport along with an accessible and affordable approach, however, if a majority of drivers cannot properly drive then it can cause more accidents and injuries. Therefore it is unknown whether tourists can rely on this form of transport. Meaning that they will have to look further to other options which can be harder and more expensive.




























Conclusion: 

From the main findings, it is clear that Japan was able to receive more funding for its central method of transport. The project itself cost over £2 billion to build (theguardian.com, 2014), which doesn't include any other updates or new designs. In contrast to Bangladesh, rickshaws itself cost around $1000 (ajkerdeal.com, 2020) however, the new use of CNGs created a program which cost the government by $1 million (csmonitor.com, 2009).  

Although, the safety of vehicles is more important to tourists and the environment. 
The Shinkansen train has no recorded injuries or accidents, meaning that it is 100% safe for anyone to use. Whereas, rickshaws in Bangladesh are unreliable because drivers are not always trained nor do they all have licenses. Thus, Bangladesh's most significant way of travelling is more dangerous because they have reported deaths related to rickshaws and unreliable drivers.

As for the environment, the Shinkansen reduces CO2 emissions and reduces the amount of energy that it used to use (vacationsbyrail.com, 2020). In Bangladesh, the rickshaws which are not automatic are used by cycles which are free of pollution, and now auto-rickshaws are reducing the amount of vehicle pollution that it had once caused. 

To summerise, Japan has a faster, affordable and safe method of travelling compared to Bangladesh. Although, Bangladesh is attempting to become more environmentally friendly and it has also aimed to have drivers with licenses. This was proposed to increase the safety measures for everyone, along with an attempt to reduce the number of rickshaws stolen.

Hence, Japan has higher numbers of sustainability to the environment and people so it is the country which complete sustainable tourism to the best extent. Arguably, there wouldn't be as much tourism in Japan without this Shinkansen because that is the most used form of transport (IndustryTap.com, 2015).
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