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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk189483233]Within this chapter of the dissertation the aim to is to introduce the topic of terrorism and to explain what this is and highlight the current threat that terrorism poses in this modern age. The chapter will also contain information on why terrorism is a hot topic for the UK government following recent tragedies within the UK, and what counter terrorism strategies are in place to help tackle the issue.
Whilst explaining what counter terrorism is, this chapter aims to provide the reader with some background knowledge on terrorism and the different UK departments that currently deal with the ongoing issue. Information will be available on each department’s role within the UK counter strategy and how they operate. This chapter will also contain information of the different preventative measures put in place by the UK government to help those at risk if radicalisation and protecting vulnerable people.
The chapter will also evaluate what training front-line police officers currently receive and what role they offer in tackling terrorism. An evaluation of this will gain an insight into whether front-line officers feel the training they currently receive is enough and whether this is appropriate regarding the current threat that is posed by terrorism.
Information will be gathered by using the UWTSD e-learning online library database, online available sources using the internet and google scholar, which provides data and articles form approved and verified sources that have been peer reviewed. 

What is counter terrorism?
Terrorists use violence and threats of violence to both intimidate the public in an attempt to influence governments through political, religious, racial or ideological cause (MI5, 2024).
There have been multiple terrorist incidents within the UK in recent times. These include London bombings 2005, the murders of Lee Rigby and Jo Cox MP, Westminster bridge attack 2017 and the Manchester Arena bombings in 2017 (Sky News, 2019). These incidents resulted in the loss of many innocent lives and affected thousands of families.
(Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024) states that counter terrorism is a collaboration of forces that act on intelligence to help protect the public and national security by preventing, deterring and investigating terrorist activity.

Why is it important?
There are 5 levels used to assess the current terrorism threat level within the UK, these levels are low, moderate, substantial, severe and critical (Metropolitan Police, 2020). At the time of writing this (MI5, 2024b) states the current national threat level is set as substantial, which means an attack is likely within the UK, excluding Northern Ireland. 
This level is controlled and set by the joint terrorism analysis centre (JTAC) who are based within MI5 (MI5, 2024b). Several factors are considered when an assessment is made on whether the threat level should be changed based on what available intelligence there is on current terrorist activity. This includes previous attacks and events within other countries, terrorist capability, intentions and timescale to indicate the likelihood of an attack in the near future (MI5, 2024b).
The UK terror threat level has been at substantial since February 2022. This was last changed from severe following an attack in in November 2021 where there was an explosion outside of Liverpool women’s hospitals just before 11am on remembrance Sunday (McGrath, 2025).
The last time the UK threat level was raised to it’s highest, critical, was following the Parsons Green tube bomb in September 2017, which injured 29 people, but the explosive did not explode as intended, if so, the casualty rate would have been much higher. Before this was the Manchester arena bombings in May 2017 where 22 people were killed, mostly children among the victims (HEFFER, 2022).
The threat of terrorist attacks are increasingly likely, but work is also being done to stop these attacks before they take place, saving numerous lives. (MI5, 2024b) states that since March 2017, the MI5 and police have disrupted 43 late-stage attack plots planned. This highlights the constant threat of terrorism within the UK.
The UK government aims to reduce the threat of terrorism following a strategy known as CONTEST (Tudor, 2025). CONTEST is based on 4 principles, which include preventing people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. To pursue and stop terrorist attacks happening. To strengthen protection against a terrorist attack and to prepare by minimising the impact of a terrorist attack so people can live freely and with confidence (Home Office, 2023).
The UK government is committed to tackling terrorism and investing in its preventative measures. This was evidenced in 2021 when counter-terrorism policing received an extra £90 million worth of funding, totalling £906 million a year (GOV.UK, 2020).

How are the police are currently dealing with Counter terrorism?
MI5 security service are tasked with managing and identifying a possible threat. This is mainly through gathering intelligence through a variety of techniques, which include surveillance of an individual or group of people. Intercepting and monitoring communications through phone calls or messages. Equipment interference by accessing computers of other devices and even placing devices in suspects homes or cars to gather further information (MI5, 2024c).
(Halford, 2023) states as intelligence is gathered and action is required, this information is then shared as part of a working collaboration with the police as specialists within criminal investigations. The police then work with the crown prosecution service (CPS) to assisting with criminal prosecutions of those who are deemed accountable.
The police have a number of powers under the Terrorism Act 2000 (GOV.UK, 2014) which allow officers to stop search members of the public, search addresses and make arrests to help assist in tackling terrorism and acting on intelligence provided by other agencies. 
In the year ending June 2024, police made 242 arrests for terrorism-related activity. This was 80 more than the previous year and based on a 5 year median, this represents an increase of over 19% (Office, 2024). This continues to highlight that this is an issue that is only increasing.
The police also work with multi partner agencies to help those who are vulnerable and at risk of radicalisation or people who have been involved in criminal terrorist gangs through a prevention scheme named PREVENT (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024b). This scheme works with local authorities, schools and colleges, health practitioners and voluntary services to provide the right level of support to those who need it. A security check is carried out by police before someone is referred to this service (Home Office, 2022). 
In the year ending 31 March 2024, 6,922 referrals were made to Prevent, an increase of 1.5% from the previous year (6,817) Some of those who were referred were deemed to be at risk of Islamist radicalisation, to hold ideologies into school massacres and extreme right-wing beliefs or considered vulnerable and at risk to the above (Home, 2024).
It is also important to note that mistakes have been made in the past when dealing with terrorist suspects. An inquiry into the Manchester arena bombings in 2017 as reported by (De Simone, 2022) highlighted that the terrorist who used an explosive device to kill himself and 22 other people was known to MI5 security. The report highlights a number of mistakes made in regard to intelligence that was submitted and not acted upon involving the suspect, and this information not being shared with counter terror police. 
Another inquiry report into the Manchester arena bombing (Ryan, 2018) mentions the need for continuous improvement in the joint working relationship between MI5 and counter terrorism police. It also mentions the need for better IT systems to help share information between the two agencies in order to effectively manage suspects.





Why frontline response officers could be helpful in dealing with the threat of counter terrorism

(College of Policing, 2022) states that the role of a frontline response officer is to respond to a wide range of incidents in an appropriate, professional and timely manner whilst assessing immediate threat, risk and harm. An officer is then expected to determine an appropriate response in line with law, policy and guidance and work with partners and other agencies to develop initial and dynamic working strategies. A key point in the role of an officer which links in with counter terrorism is that officers are expected to engage with victims, witnesses and the vulnerable and to also identify and manage suspects in like codes of practice and legislation.
If a terrorist attack was to take place within the UK, it would be declared as a major incident which is where an emergency muti-agency approach is required and senior representatives from the emergency services, health agencies and the government would work together to minimize the impacts of the major incident. The main priorities being to save as many lives as possible and making sure nobody is a risk of further potential harm (Wilkinson, Cohen‐Hatton and Honey, 2019). This would require heavy police involvement from frontline officers by responding to the initial incident to ensure the safety of the public and then specialist police departments to carry out an investigation, security and police preventions are already in place to deter incidents like this happening.
Front-line police officers gather information and intelligence through a variety of ways, including routine collection by responding to incidents, targeted patrols, arrest and stop searches. Other ways police officers are able to gain valuable intelligence is through tasked information, for example when carrying out an investigation and reviewing databases, CCTV systems, automatic number plate recognition systems (College of Policing, 2013). All of which could be considered very useful whilst aiming to prevent terrorism and identifying possible risk.
Neighbourhood policing teams are also able to obtain valuable sources of information from the local public as they serve the residents within a community of a targeted geographical area and are able to form closer working relationships within the community (Bullock and Leeney, 2013).
From working closely with local communities and also the nature of a frontline police officers’ role, the police come into a contact with a wide variety of people on a daily basis. Through the nature of incidents that police deal with, some of those people that police deal with are often considered to be vulnerable. As stated by (Home office, 2015) police officers should have the training and skills to identify when a person is vulnerable.
Furthermore, the CONTEST strategy (HM Government, 2018) for countering terrorism which is set by the UK government and home office states that police officers play a critical role and are well placed to identify those at risk to radicalisation (HMICFRS, 2023). Police officers are expected to identify individuals at risk, assess the nature and extent of that risk and develop the most appropriate support plan for any individuals concerned (HMICFRS, 2023).
However, a report carried out by (HMICFRS, 2023) into the police’s contribution to the governments PREVENT programme states that there are identifiable gaps in knowledge of frontline officers and a lot of police forces have been irregular in the training of their officers regarding the PREVENT strategy (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024b). The report goes on to highlight that certain police forces had made a computer-based training package to help inform officers but had no way of monitoring compliance and therefore could not state how many officers had completed the package. This report highlights the need for further improvement into how frontline officers are trained in counter terrorism efforts and how confidence between each officer in dealing with the issues may vary.
In terms of referring those who are considered to be at risk of terrorism, (van de Weert and Eijkman, 2021) highlights that most front-line workers feel they are expected to make decisions on whether someone potentially may be at risk of radicalisation based on their moral judgement. Therefore, sufficient training should be provided to ensure there is solid evidence or potential flags that can be clearly identified to ensure the referrals are appropriate. Without this, the effectiveness of the policy could be under pressure and potentially lead to potential offenders being missed.
Existing police officers have also spoke about the need for better training for police officers when it comes to identifying signs or radicalisation or right-wing extremism. Sergent Andy Webb, who serves as a PREVENT officer, has called for front line officers to have a better understanding of symbolism and ideologies to help identify and protect those who are at risk or pose a risk (College of Policing, 2022b).


Conclusion
As stated within the introduction, this chapter has covered the topic of terrorism (MI5, 2024) and counter terrorism (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024) whilst explaining the current threat that this issue currently poses to the UK government. 
The chapter has also highlighted key implementations that the UK government have introduced to help counter the threat of terrorism. With the use of threat levels (Metropolitan Police, 2020) to advise the general public of the current risk posed by terrorism and the CONTEST strategy (Tudor, 2025) setting out the UK governments principles of tackling the issue of terrorism.
Information on how the police are currently dealing with the issue is mentioned within the chapter, including the role of MI5 (MI5, 2024c) in gathering information and intelligence and passing this over to the relevant partner agencies to identify possible terrorist suspects. Further preventative measures are also discussed including the governments PREVENT strategy (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024b) which is aimed towards supporting vulnerable members of the public who are at risk with the help of counselling and support from several support agencies.
Whilst this has touched on some of the successful work in counter terrorism efforts, this chapter also highlights concerns regarding the need for further training for front-line officers. (College of Policing, 2022) explains the role of an officer and the wide variety of situations and members of the public they encounter on a daily basis. This provides opportunity to possibly identify signs of concern within a community, including radicalisation or far right extreme views which ultimately could be part of a much bigger picture than what the initial incident that required police attendance in the first place. 
The government strategy, CONTEST (HM Government, 2018), states police officers are well placed to identify those at risk, however, (HMICFRS, 2023) has highlighted gaps of knowledge in counter terrorism training for front-line officers. The report also mentions that police forces have been irregular in their training in line with the PREVENT strategy and states that further improvement is needed in the training provided to front-line police officers (HMICFRS, 2023).
Further reports (College of Policing, 2022b) have also highlighted the need for better training to be provided to officers to have a better understanding of symbolism and ideologies to help identify vulnerable victims. Whilst (van de Weert and Eijkman, 2021) suggest that front-line workers feel they are expected to make decisions based on their moral judgement when referring potential victims or suspects, which opens the possibility of further risk without the appropriate training.
Overall, this chapter has touched on some of the good work currently being undertaken to combat terrorism within the UK that is being publicly posted by the UK government. However, this chapter also highlights the views and concerns of front-line officers in regard to their training on the subject of counter terrorism and recommendations that more can be done to combat the issue from outside agencies.
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