Children’s safeguarding is not my primary area of professional focus, but I recognise its critical importance and the legal frameworks that underpin it. The relevant legislation for children’s safeguarding is as followed; Children Act 1989 and 2004, Children and Families Act 2014, Education Act 2002, Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, Equality Act 2010, and Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 (Brammer, 2009). In Wales, Social Care Wales (2025) reported that it’s everybody’s responsibility to safeguard children, the primary statutory obligation falls to local authorities and social services, with the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 providing the legal framework. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2015) outline how professionals should protect children, as well as adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect. Similarly, the above act outlines how professionals, organisations, and individuals working with children must be alert to risks and know how to report concerns (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2015). Schön (2017) explains this through clear, consistent guidance and the procedures helps professionals to recognise signs of abuse or neglect, respond appropriately to safeguarding concerns, make referrals, escalate cases when needed and work collaboratively with other agencies.
The Children Act 2004 fundamentally focuses on child’s welfare ensuring that this is paramount and at the centre of professional’s approaches (Welsh Assembly Government, 2006). Norfolk Safeguarding Children Partnership (2025) acknowledged that this permits local authorities and professionals to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need (Section 17), investigate if a child is at risk of significant harm (Section 47), provide services to support families and prevent breakdowns and to take emergency action if a child is in immediate danger. The welfare of a child is the main consideration, and one of the key principles of the Children Act outlines that children are best looked after by their family unless intervention is essential due to abuse or neglect (Brammer, 2009).
In Wales, according to Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2025) safeguarding children is guided by frameworks of national legislation, local procedures, and organisational policies which consist of: Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, Wales Safeguarding Procedures, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Regional Safeguarding Boards, Child Protection Policy and Whistleblowing Policy. The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (2024) deemed the above critical to protect children from harm, as they are designed to prevent abuse, neglect, exploitation, and harm, ensure children grow up in safe, supportive, environments and provide clear steps for intervention when concerns arise. Policies and procedure provide clarity and consistency which are designed to ensure everybody knows how to respond to concerns and creates a consistent approach across organisations (Brammer, (2009). A consistent multi agency approach is vital in safeguarding children as different professionals are able to share information which provides an effective response with collaborate working (NSPCC, 2024).  According to Parker, Bradley J, and Bradley G, (2017) multi agency working and early intervention enables early spotting of risks before harm escalates, timely referrals to the right support services and preventative action. The above approach is embedded in Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2025).
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There are significant differences between safeguarding practices for children and adults. One of the key distinctions lies in decision-making capacity. As set out by Community Care (2017) adults are generally presumed to have the capacity to make decisions for themselves, including those that may be considered unwise. In contrast, XXXX Safeguarding Children Partnership (2015) reported that children are not automatically deemed to have the capacity to make independent decisions, particularly in complex or high-risk situations. However, there are legal frameworks that allow professionals to assess a child’s ability to make certain decisions which are outlines below. Evidence by NSPCC (2022) suggests Gillick Competence and Fraser Guidelines help determine whether a child under the age of 16 can consent to medical treatment without parental involvement. These tools enable professionals to evaluate whether a child understands the nature and implications of the decision and can participate meaningfully in the process (Rose Legal, 2025).
For individuals aged 16 and over, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) applies in both Wales and England. This legislation protects and empowers people who may lack the ability to make specific decisions due to illness, injury, or disability (National Health Service England, 2024). Social Care Institute for Excellence (2009) reported the MCA provides a legal framework for assessing capacity, supporting individuals to make their own decisions wherever possible, and making decisions on their behalf when necessary, ensuring those decisions are made in their best interests. Importantly, mental capacity assessments are both decision-specific and time-specific, and professionals must begin with the presumption that an individual has capacity unless there is evidence to suggest otherwise (National Institute of Health and Care Excellence, 2018).
Consent also plays a different role in safeguarding procedures. When a safeguarding concern is raised about a child, consent is not required to initiate an investigation. This reflects the protective nature of children’s safeguarding, where the priority is the child’s welfare (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2025). In contrast, adult safeguarding practices require consent if the individual has capacity. Without consent, safeguarding professionals may be limited in their ability to proceed with an investigation, unless the matter involves criminal activity and becomes a police concern (Scragg and Mantell, 2011). This principle is embedded in Part 7 of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, which outlines the importance of respecting autonomy while ensuring protection (Welsh Government, 2016).
In both adults and children’s safeguarding Scragg and Mantell (2011) reported the categories of abuse are Physical, Emotional, Sexual, and Neglect. In addition, financial abuse is a category of abuse in adults safeguarding, and is one of the most common types of abuse which is raised the most in adult safeguarding, this is recognised by XXXX Safeguarding Board (2023). This type of abuse is embedded within the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) where professionals have responsibilities to protect vulnerable adults. However, financial abuse at times can be difficult to prove due to lack of evidence. In contrast, in children’s safeguarding financial abuse is generally not a category of harm as the law stipulates that a child’s money belongs to the parent, this is therefore a concept of parental responsibility (Child Law Advice, 2023). Having said this, under the Children Act (1989) this does not grant parents the right to financially exploit or abuse a child and investigations should therefore be followed (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2025). 
Within the Children’s Act, Section 47 safeguarding investigations apply specifically to children, this process is different from adult safeguarding under the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (2014). Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2025) confirmed where a safeguarding concern is raised that a child may be experiencing abuse or neglect, the local authority have the duty to investigate this, this process informs a Section 47 enquiry to assess the child’s safety. This may lead to a Child Protection Plan if ongoing risk is identified, further focusing on protecting the child from harm and ensuring their welfare (XXXX Council, 2025).
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