[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking :

8,000 word project
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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An investigation into the use of taser and other use of force within the Police, How effective it is and how it perceived by the public. 

INTRODUCTION:

The purpose of this research topic is to investigate the use of Taser and other means force which are implemented by the police, How effective they are and how they are perceived by the public. 

Due to the nature of Policing and the types of incidents the police respond to, Officers often find themselves dealing with extremely aggressive and non-compliant members of the public and criminals. These situations not only place officers in danger, but they also place the general public in danger along with the aggressive persons that officers deal with. 

Police use of force and Taser usage is often covered by the mainstream media not only in the UK but across the world and this coverage strongly impacts the public’s attitude towards the police and how they carry out uses of force when dealing with criminality. The publics attitudes are impacted differently. (Miethe Et Al 2019).

This research topic is worthy of an undergraduate dissertation project as Police use of force in general is a heavily covered topic in the mainstream media and is viewed worldwide with a vast variety of opinions. Use of force by police is a major criminal justice and public issue. As potential Police abuses of force have been scrutinised in recent years, law enforcement organisations have struggled to establish safe and effective techniques for dealing with resistant or aggressive criminals. (Smith and Petrocelli 2002)

There is limited research which reflects a lack of understanding in the establishment and implementation of Taser use/training and use of force policies among Police forces.  Changes in force policies and training surrounding the use of force and Taser, lead to operational inconsistencies. These inconsistencies are also reflected in media coverage, which has the potential to negatively impact community relations between general public and the Police. 
(Adams and Jennison 2007)

There is ample existing research available to build upon. The aforementioned research confirms that following Police use of taser/force the public’s attitude towards the police is influenced furthermore there is a question mark on the effectiveness of current use of force techniques used by Police. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Q1. How effective is the use of taser and practiced use of force tactics taught to officers in initial training?

Q2. How does the public and communities perceive the use of taser and use of force by police officers as a whole?

Q3. How does the use of force and taser influence attitudes towards the police? 

Q4. What are the risks of using taser and use of force?




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Police use of force and taser usage is a heavily documented topic which is covered in mainstream media, journals, articles, and government reports. I will ensure that I will be obtaining research from a wide range of academic literature resources along with statistics of uses of forces. I will also be accessing articles produced by the media to depict how use of force is covered and presented to the public. Whilst obtaining and analysing this literature I will make sure that it is balanced, ethical and fairly presented. 

“Police use of force and its video coverage: An experimental study of the impact of media source and content on public perceptions” by Miethe Venger and Lieberman from 2019. This journal contains a large amount of information surrounding hoe the public perceive the police following use of force and taser. 

A book by Buttle published in 2010 titled Police Use of Force: A Global Perspective which covers Officer safety and public safety and Training the police receive to use force in the United Kingdom. This book which I have accessed online refers to the training that Officers receive to deal with aggressive subjects. 
I will also be analysing current training provided to serving Police Officers along with high profile uses of force and the subsequent reactions of the general public. 

I will aim to understand what impact factors have led to Police Use of force and usage of Taser – These variables seem to have little research. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Throughout this research project I will be using multiple methods of research to gain investigate the chosen topic. By using multiple methods of research, it ensures that my search and finds have been sought in a varied manner. 

I will be utilizing surveys to obtain my own research and I will be encouraging Serving officers and police staff to take part in the survey. This will be a valued source of research gathering as it will allow me to obtain immediate information surrounding the chosen topic. Where appropriate I will also conduct interviews. 

I will also be accessing the vast array of already available research in the form of academic research, journals/articles, and government reports. Again, I will ensure these are both past and current forms of research. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

When conducting my own research, I will encourage serving Police officers and police staff to participate. I will ensure Officers of different Ranks and roles take part – this will show how different officers of different ranks and roles view current use of force standards and usage of taser with in the force. 

I will attempt to gain participants from operational training to take part in surveys as they are currently providing operational training to serving police officers. 

I will also consider providing the questionnaire to members of the public to gauge there opinion of use of force and taser usage. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

At the time of writing, I have not Identified any ethical issues that may arise during my research. I will need to ensure that my research is organised and planned to obtain the best results. 
Due to the nature of the topic being use of force – especially if 1-1 interviews are conducted, I need to be sensitive towards potential past instances where officers have used force or have been in traumatic situations. As this could potentially have an adverse effect on them. To minimise this, I will always explain my needs and expectations on all surveys and before interviews and I will reinforce that participation is voluntary. 

	TIME SCALE:

Ethics Form – 26/02/24
Proposal form – 26/02/24
Literature Review Chapter - 06/05/24
Methods Chapter - 17/06/24
Results Chapter - 05/08/24
Conclusion Chapter – 09/09/24
Final Dissertation Submission – 07/10/24
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