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This supportive paper aims to elaborate upon the background of the Northumbria Police manhunt on Raoul Moat, one of the biggest manhunt to have occurred over the years in the UK. Described as a ‘violent fugitive’, standing at 6ft 3in, Moat was tall and had the physique of someone that looked like he does body building. Moat, was a former nightclub doorman, and made sure that he would not be intimidated by anyone. Moat had been previously arrested for assaulting a child, it was reported that Moat had six children with multiple different women. 

Moats girlfriend of six years, had ended their relationship, and reports shown that she had only visited him once during prison, but that was to only talk about their daughter. According to Howard (2011), prison staff claimed that Moat was not dealing well with his ex’s decisions to leave the relationship. Clearly, he was devastated from this and not doing well, as he had strong feelings for her. According to reports, he began telling people that he had nothing to live for, however what made him angry was that he heard new information that she had a new boyfriend. A police officer. He felt betrayed that she had dumped him for a police officer. And that was it. Samantha felt that if she told him that her new boyfriend was a police officer, then he would back off, knowing his history with the police, she thought that he knew he would be walking on thin ice. Little did she know, this didn’t calm anything, in fact if anything, it created a bomb inside him, that would not be defused. Moat’s other daughters had come to live with him, yet it didn’t last long as he bad another argument with his ex, which then social workers started asking questions, was he fit enough to be a father to his daughters? Yet again, he had lost custody of his daughters. On the 1st July 2010, Moat was released from prison for assault. 
Once Moat was released from, officers from Durham prison warned the Northumbria Police that Moat may be on a rampage to cause serious harm to his ex and her new boyfriend. (Independent, 2010) 

Just two days after Moat was released from jail, he went on a rampage, at this moment he was still full of rage. He had shot Chris Brown, outside Samantha’s house, and with that not only being enough, he then goes on to shoot Sam through the window. 

 Newcastle Crown Court (BBC, 2013) had heard a prisoner say when Moat was released that, ‘he’s a lunatic, and will end up killing someone and that he gave an indication that he was going to take some sort of revenge against them.’ Not only was he right, but precautions should’ve been taken in place, for the safety of others. The police should have kept tabs on him twenty-four seven for at least the first few days of his release for the safety of others, especially to those that were close to him. 
An officer on patrol on duty at a roundabout at East Denton, PC David Rathband, had been shot by Moat, and was in critical condition. Moat had blasted him twice in the face whilst he was sat in the car. Since then, life had not been easy for Rathband, he recalls upon having to relearn how to do things that were easy before he was shot. (BBC, 2016) 
After that, warnings were sent out that he is a wanted and very dangerous man, and that the public should not approach him, as at the moment he was capable of anything. Police revealed that Moat had phoned the officers in early hours of the morning, saying that he believed that his ex-new partner was a police officer. 

Samantha had appealed directly to Moat, once she was in no longer critical condition, saying that if he still loved her and there baby then he would not be doing this, before saying ‘please give yourself up’ (The Guardian, 2010). Police had discovered a forty nine page letter written by Moat himseld, declasing his grudge against the Police. 

Tuesday, 6th July is the date the town went on lockdown after they had found the car the Moat was said to be seen driving. Moat had declared on the police saying he wont give up ‘until I am dead.’  Witnesses reports seeing a man lying on the ground, right next to his neck was a shotgun pointed directly to his neck.  Reports said that they he believed he was ‘cleansing his soul’ (Trott 2011)  They started negotiating with him, as their main aim was to prevent Moat from killing himself. Officer had tried to shoot Moat with a Taser gun, but that failed to hold him off, as Moat was still able to reach up and shoot himself. 
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