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Description automatically generated]
Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your writing should focus on at least ONE or TWO experiences you had while studying the module. Examples of in-class experiences you can reflect on are: 
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
(The boxes will expand as you type)
	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience or experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	In the LCLM 4001 module, two specific experiences stood out in my learning journey. First was the intensive workshop on Harvard Referencing and paraphrasing. We were tasked with taking academic excerpts and integrating them into our own writing without plagiarizing. The second experience was the Peer Review session for Task 1,
Where we swapped drafts with classmate to provide and received constructive feedback on our academic structure and clarity.


	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	Initially, I felt overwhelmed by the technicality of referencing I was anxious about making accidental errors that could lead to plagiarism. During the peer feedback session I felt vulnerable showing my unfinished work to a peer ,fearing judgment. However as the module progressed, my anxiety shifted into a sense of relief and growing confidence as the academic writing began to make sense.

	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	The referencing workshop was highly effective because it turned a theoretical concept into a practical skill. A positive outcome was that I successfully cited all sources in my subsequent tasks without errors .However , a negative was that I initially spent to much time on formatting rather than content. The peer feedback was invaluable for seeing my work from an external perspective, thought it was sometimes difficult to filter out subjective advice from objective academic requirements.

	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you? Why or why not? 
	The struggle with the referencing highlighted a gap in my previous education regarding academic integrity. I realized that referencing is not just a ,,rule, but a way to join an academic conversation. Regarding the peer feedback ,I learn that academic writing is a collaborative ,iterative process .According to general academic standards, clarity is often improved writers distances themselves from their work, which the peer review forced me to do. This experience bridged the gap between my internal thoughts and my external expression.

	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved? What could you do differently next time)
	Through these experiences, I have learned that I am a meticulous learner but prone to over-thinking small details at the expense of flow. I now understand that mastering referencing is foundational to my credibility as a student. If I  were to start  the module again, I would engage with the feedback process earlier and more frequently to avoid the last-minute stress  of structural changes . I have realized being ,,wrong,, in draft is a necessary step toward being  ,,right,, in the final submission.

	Action Plan
(Create a plan to support you in learning/ developing the skills you need to improve the situation next time)
	If faced with a similar academic challenge in the future , I will use a referencing as I go approach to manage my workload better .To maintain the skills I have develop, I plan to use the university library resources and referencing software consistently. For my next module, I will proactively seek out study groups to replicate the peer-review environment, ensuring that I continue to benefit from diverse perspectives on my writing style and academic logic.

	Reference list
	In Succes in Academic Writing, Trevor Day outlines five primary reasons why writing is a critical skill for university students. First ,it serves as a mnemonic tool, where note-taking helps organize thoughts and create a record for later recall. Second ,it is a tool for observation, focusing the writer attention to gather and analyse evidence across various disciplines. Third, writing acts as a vehicle foe thinking; by externalizing ideas ,students can identify knowledge gaps and refine their logic through reflection . Fourth, it is the essential medium for communication, used to asses academic progress and share research findings. Ultimately these factors combine into a fifth ,overarching purpose; writing as a tool for learning. It is a transformative process that allows  students to develop clarity of thought and engage with the scrutiny and feedback of others.
Day , T (2023).Succes in academic writing.
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc




image1.png
The Gibb's reflective cycle

and feeling at the time?

uld you

Conclusion





