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Structure of Your Literature Review


	SECTION Name 
	Included in word count?

	

	TITLE PAGE

	NO

	ABSTRACT 

	NO

	SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE

	YES



	SECTION 2:  METHODOLOGY & METHODS

	YES


	SECTION 3: MAIN BODY OF THE LITERATURE REVIEW AND FINDINGS

	YES


	SECTION 4: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

	YES


	SECTION 5: REFERENCE LIST

	NO


	APPENDICES

	NO





Title

Student Number 

	





















ABSTRACT


The abstract is a 300 word summary of the entire literature review.  It should include:

a)	The overall aim.
b)	A synopsis of the methodology and methods used.
c)	A summary of the key findings.
d)	The conclusions based on the results.





























SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE 

This SECTION should include the following:


· Introduction to literature review (i.e. introduce the topic and make clear the parameters and definitions)


· Definitions 


· Current Context (i.e. put into context how this topic is situated within the current topic area)


· Rationale for Research or Problem Statement  (i.e. why you have chosen your topic, how you have defined the boundaries and limitations of your work)


· Aim and Objectives  


Please note: DON’T assume your reader has any prior knowledge of this topic







SECTION 2: METHODOLOGY & METHODS

[bookmark: _Hlk499540418]This SECTION should include the following:

· A description and justification of your methodology

· A description of your methods including:

· Type of literature review

· Search strategy:

· Databases and Index/indices used (e.g. Pubmed, Medline, WoS) ideally 3 relevant databases should be searched
· Keywords used for each index, giving brief reasons as to why you selected them and any variations used
· The years covered by the search (and why) 
· Indicate if you ‘expanded’ or ‘focused’ your search
· For each word/phrase selected and/or combinations of keywords/phrases selected for the search, give the number of ‘hits’ generated by the searches via a table (Tables embedded in the main body of the review are not included in the word count for this assessment). 
· Identify the final list of papers you have selected to review using full citations

Please note: Your description of the search should contain enough detail to allow someone to replicate it exactly. Do not use a printout of the computer search.

· Method of analysis








SECTION 3:  MAIN BODY OF THE LITERATURE REVIEW AND FINDINGS

This SECTION should include:

· A critical evaluation of studies related to the topic of choice

· Synthesise/combine the findings into what is [or what is not known about the topic] 

· Identify areas of controversy and/or methodological weaknesses within the literature

· Identify questions/areas/gaps in the literature that need further research


Please note: you should actively read selected papers - Use a ‘questions to ask’ or an appropriate critical appraisal framework to evaluate each paper. You should then attempt to draw together common themes from the papers, identifying areas of agreement and of disagreement or controversy or conflict; rather than merely carrying out a critical review of each paper separately.

	





























SECTION 4: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This SECTION should include:

· Overall Conclusion : ANSWER THE QUESTION

· Recommendations (AT LEAST FOUR – very detailed)



[bookmark: _Hlk529901793]Please note: You should not introduce new information in the conclusion, but simply make sure that you have summarised the main points, findings and outcomes of your literature review. 





























REFERENCING

· A reference list is essential for your literature review

· Use the Harvard referencing system















































APPENDICES 

· Literature Search Strategy 

· Critical Appriasal Tool
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