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Topic: Explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing
[bookmark: _Toc139379845]Introduction
As stated by Portney (2020), providing correct and accurate evidence in case of an investigation, in any case, is the most crucial thing to punish any culprit for a crime. Evidence-based practice can be referred to as the framework for generating and applying relevant evidence present at the crime scene. The evidence-based practice primarily focuses on substantial evidence more than anything else in case of any tactical decision-making. The following essay would highlight various aspects related to evidence-based practice and the importance associated with it. Core ideas related to evidence-based practice would also be highlighted in this section of the essay as well for better understanding. Body-worn cameras have emerged as an important tool for officers as far as capturing real-time footage is concerned. Apart from that, the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing would also be identified as well in this section of the essay as well. Moreover, the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras have also been evaluated in this essay to elaborate on the application of these types of tools. Further, a past incident that happened in the UK previously has been referred to as well in this essay where the usage of body-worn cameras helped in capturing the culprit. 
[bookmark: _Toc139379846]Main Discussion 
Defining and discussing the core ideas of evidence-based policing
Definition 
According to Dang et al., (2021), evidence-based policing can be considered an approach that involves tactical decisions and policy-making based on the best available evidence. This type of policing technique improves decision-making and tactical analysis illustrating the available evidence present at the crime scene. The main concept behind using this evidence-based practice is to use scientific evidence for making any decisions regarding determining the culprit. Hence, Evidence-based policing mainly educates law enforcement in some researched and verified strategies as far as taking any decision is concerned. 
Core Ideas of Evidence-based Policing 
Developing a better understanding 
As per the views of Shayan et al., (2019, p. 15), the basic fundamental idea of evidence-based practice is to develop a better understanding of a particular incident. Collecting and analysing the best available evidence helps in building a better understanding of any particular matter. For this, describing the nature of the crime, possible culprits and main reasons behind the occurrence becomes much easier. 
Improves tactical decision-making
Assessing the effect of policing intervention and exploring the possible consequences of evidence-based practice helps in improving tactical decision-making. Analysing the impact of a specific context, officers get the chance to reflect on their own practices eventually helping in taking correct decisions in the best possible interest of the community. These are the basic core fundamentals associated with evidence practice that helps in analysing any crime scene in a much more detailed manner. 
Explain the use of body-worn video cameras and the use of their use evidence-based
Policing
Use of body-worn video cameras
Increases transparency 
As per Lum et al., (2019, p. 110), body-worn video cameras mainly enhance transparency during any crime in case of search incidents, arrests and other situations where police get involved. Digitising the facts, the body-worn cameras improve transparency that eventually leads to effective decision-making in case of any arrest or something.
Audio and Video Recording 
As per the views of Elkins‐Brown et al., (2023, p. 350), the primary function of body-worn cameras is to capture real-time footage of any incident in the form of video and audio. Through capturing real-time footage, law enforcement authorities get the correct footage that influences the overall decisions making for the better interest of society. Hence, capturing correct evidence and real-time footage is the main and fundamental working of body-worn cameras. 
High level of tracking and monitoring
As proposed by White and Malm (2020), body-worn cameras help in tracking and monitoring so that gathering information as well as evidence can get much easier. Apart from that, it also helps in protecting the officers against fake allegations. Moreover, taking the real-time footage into consideration, body-worn cameras increase the accountability as well as the professionalism of the officers as well. Hence, the recorded footage can be presented as strong evidence in the court as well for getting the required justice. Hence, these are some uses of body-worn cameras that help in the successful completion of any investigation. 
Use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing
Increases accountability 
Body-worn cameras have great usage in evidence-based practice as they generally help in capturing real-time footage for any incident that can be considered substantial evidence. Enhancing the chances of substantial evidence sometimes real culprits can get identified. Hence, the overall accountability regarding any criminal incident gets increased because of body-worn cameras in evidence-based practice. 
Produces strong evidence in the investigation 
As proposed by Malm (2019, p. 119), to enhance the accountability of any crime search, body-worn cameras help in producing concrete evidence regarding any crime. Apart from that, recorded data deliver accurate factual information about any crime that can be considered strong evidence in case of any criminal investigation. For this, body-worn cameras sometimes deliver authentic and reliable proof that is very much required to take any tactical decisions in evidence-based practice. 
Violence prevention  
Using body-worn cameras, false allegations and misconduct on police officers have been dressing gradually. Due to these cameras, it has been seen that violent interaction between police and respondents has become very low as capturing real-time data through body-worn cameras can work as strong substantial evidence in this type of scenario. Hence, these are some major uses of body-worn cameras in evidence-based practice that make the investigation more transparent for the law enforcement department. 
Refer to a past case of an incident that involved a body-worn camera in the UK
According to theguardian.com (2020), an incident that took place back in 2020 revealed the errors of police officers in taking the footage of body-worn videos into serious consideration. The incident was all about athlete Bianca Willimas who had to go through a stop-and-search investigation with her partner while their baby was in the car. Reportedly, Bianca Willimas and her partner were handcuffed when their baby was in the car due to some investigation as per the commissioner. The police officers were accused of ill-treating Bianca Willimas and her partner during the incident. From the evidence of the body-worn camera of the officer, the misbehaving, racial statements and heavy-handedness done by the police were very much evitable. Not only this, almost 95 cases of such incidents have come out that clearly questions the professionalism of the UK security authority. Metropolitan police of Scotland Yard has chosen not to release the video in the public domain to avoid public anger and mishaps. This is one such instance that clearly shows the utilisation of body-worn cameras in determining the real culprit to have a conclusion through tactical decision-making. Hence, body-worn cameras hold huge applications in evidence-based practice as far as maintaining transparency within an investigation is concerned.  
Discuss the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras
Strengths of body-worn cameras 
Footage can be presented as evidence 
As proposed by Malm (2019, p. 119), one of the biggest advantages that body-worn cameras hold is the ability to capture real-time footage during an incident that can eventually be presented as strong substantial evidence. Apart from that, the footage can be presented as evidence in court as well later. Hence, this is one such benefit that has made body-worn cameras irreplaceable for police officers.  
Easier surveillance
Surveillance regarding a particular incident or search operation gets easy with the help of substantial evidence provided by body-worn cameras. Similarly, it helps in maintaining transparency as well which is very much important in determining the culprit. Sometimes, arrests should be made based on substantial evidence present at the crime scene till the forensics arrives. Hence, body-worn cameras are used as the only source of information in that scenario that eventually helps to capture culprits as soon as possible for the sake of the overall community. 
Disadvantages of body-worn cameras 
Malfunction problem 
As stated by Braga et al., (2022, p. 124), body-worn cameras can sometimes malfunction or can get damaged in critical incidents. For this, correct evidence can sometimes be missed. For this, evidence from the body-worn cameras can be used as substantial evidence but can not be considered concrete evidence only. Different other sources of evidence must be evaluated as well including forensics as many instances of malfunction related to body-worn cameras have been recorded in the past as well within the UK itself. 
Issues related to footage tampering 
As per Lum et al., (2019, p. 110), footage tampering or evidence tampering is one such thing that has been happening for a long time now within the UK itself. As the body-worn camera is a technical device, hence intentional tampering can be done to demolish the evidence that is important and related to a particular case. For this reason, there have been many incidents that occurred where tampering with data has forced the security personnel to let go of culprits as well. Hence, these are some drawbacks associated with body-worn cameras that must be considered when presenting real-time footage as evidence in court. 
Ethical limitations of body-worn cameras
Right to privacy 
As proposed by White and Malm (2020), the right to privacy is one such thing that can be disrespected at any cost as per the judicial system of the UK. Investigation cannot violate someone’s privacy in any situation. Investigation cannot happen by violating someone's privacy and capturing someone’s private moments. Hence, officers must take this thing into serious consideration while collecting footage for the successful completion of any event. Thus, the right to privacy is one such thing that puts limitations on the usage of body-worn cameras as far as collecting relevant information is concerned.  
Disrespectful mistrust 
Developing disrespectful mistrust is another key issue that can work as a limitation for the usage of body-worn cameras. The aim of these body-worn cameras is to collect essential information from the crime scene without hampering the moral code of conduct. Hence, expressing disrespectful behaviour that can develop mistrust is one of such limitations that work as a constraint for the usage of body-worn cameras in case of any criminal investigation. 
Evaluate the use of their evidence in regard to a crime topic
As stated by Braga et al., (2022, p. 124), evidence from body-worn cameras can sometimes be presented as the only evidence to punish any culprit. There have been many instances that have seen the use of footage captured by the body-worn camera to punish the criminal. In the case of any street crime, more specifically in hit-and-run incidents, the footage captured by the body-worn cameras gets used as the only source of evidence to punish the culprit. In case of such an incident, the footage captured from the body-worn camera of the officers if they are present at the crime scene, is considered as the more prolific evidence to punish any culprit in the course. Hence, in this type of scenario, the use of evidence-based cameras cannot be replaced as the only source of information is the video and audio that gets recorded in the camera. 
[bookmark: _Toc139379847]Similarly, in case of any anti-social behaviour such as smuggling, human trafficking or consuming drugs substantial evidence captured in the camera is considered to be enough to punish any culprit because of that. For this, in certain scenarios, body-worn cameras work as the only source of evidence for police officers to file a case against someone or to arrest someone. For example, as per the news of bbc.com (2017), police body cameras cut down a huge number of complaints against officers. As more and more evidence is being presented by the officers, the fake allegations have been drastically reduced in many instances within the UK. Hence, this can be considered as the successful use of body-worn cameras in case of investigating any crime scene in a much more precise manner altogether. 
Conclusion 
The above-concluded study has illustrated the importance of body-worn cameras in case of collecting evidence dyeing any criminal incident. Body-worn cameras are considered to be a useful tool in the case of evidence-based practice where the substantial evidence present at the crime scene is the most important to punish any culprit. Along with this, the core fundamentals associated with evidence-based practice and its application have also been evaluated in this section of the essay as well for better understanding. Additionally, the application of body-worn cameras in case of any criminal incident has been discussed in this essay by elaborating on a past crime incident that happened within the UK itself. Moreover, the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras in case of determining the culprit of any criminal incident have also been mentioned in this essay s well for further clarification. 
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