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Duggan, Lawrence G. (2005). Reflection on “Was Art Really the ‘Book of the Illiterate’?”  Word & Image.
The focus of Duggans original argument is that images and texts have different roles and therefore cannot be used in the same way. In Duggans view Pope Gregory was wrong in assuming that the ignorant could view an image and then read it like we read books. Duggan argues that words are more “precise” than images and that no new information can be found. However, Duggan uses examples that are not relevant to the time in which Gregory is writing which is around 600AD. The examples used such as Duccio’s Maesta The Entry Into Jerusalem is from the 14th Century are over 700 hundred years after Gregory and therefore they may not be used in the same context Gregory implies. Duggan believes that a medieval person did not read an image but that the image was used as a reminder as reading was closely tied to memorizing. Duggan concludes that without prior knowledge of the stories depicted in the image a medieval person could not gain any new knowledge. Reflecting on this Duggan points out that no one really addresses the points he has made, and that scholars believe he opposes Chazelle and then on the other hand agrees with her. 
 
Chazelle, Celia M. (1990). Pictures, books, and the illiterate : Word & Image. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chazelle sides with Duggan in regard to learning new information from images and that an image cannot be read like a text can be read. However, Chazelle believes the interpretation of the Gregory’s letter is the key to understanding how medieval people interacted with images. In Chazelles opinion Duggan is mistaken for interpreting that Gregory uses the images to teach new information, but instead teaches devotion to God. When a medieval person looks at an image it not only reminds them of stories in the Bible but of the divine power responsible for the stories and therefore inspired them to adore God. Chazelle also points out that images can be used for to remind people of the clergys sermon but when used along side hearing. When the texts are read aloud and then people are able to look at an image of the text, they are not only refresh their memory but the visual aid aspires their faith and encourages the viewer to adore God and God alone.
