[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Sara Hatcher

Email address: Sara.hatcher2@ceredigion.gov.uk

Learner’s University Registration Number: 2520472

Cohort: 26


 




Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Child safeguarding in Wales is underpinned by legislation placing duties on public services to protect children and promote their well-being. The Children Act 1989(CA, 1989) is central to safeguarding practice. Section 17 requires local authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need, while section 47 requires enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm. The Children Act 2004(CA, 2004) strengthens partnership working, requiring specified Welsh bodies to decide to safeguard and promote children’s welfare. The SSWWA 2014 provides the wider safeguarding framework. Section 130 establishes a duty to report a child at risk to the local authority, while sections 134–139 support coordinated safeguarding through Safeguarding Boards (CA, 1989; CA, 2004; SSWWA, 2014).

National guidance includes Welsh Government’s Working Together to Safeguard People: Volume 5, which explains referral, assessment, information sharing, strategy discussions, section 47 enquiries, child protection conferences and planning. The WSP translate legislation into practice across social care, health, education, police and other services. They emphasise that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and requires child-centred, multi-agency working (Welsh Government, 2019; WSP, 2026).

Regional Safeguarding Boards coordinate safeguarding arrangements between local authorities, police, health services and voluntary organisations. Local procedures include referral pathways, threshold guidance, strategy meetings and child protection planning. Organisational policies should cover recognising and reporting concerns, accurate recording, information sharing, allegations against staff, whistleblowing, safer recruitment, supervision and training. Social workers must follow these procedures, maintain confidentiality, record information accurately and escalate concerns appropriately, including contacting children’s social services or police when necessary (SCW, 2026).

Several factors may increase a child’s vulnerability to harm, including young age, disability, communication difficulties, developmental needs and previous abuse (NICE, 2017). Family circumstances such as domestic abuse, parental substance misuse, mental health difficulties, poverty, homelessness and social isolation may also increase risk. These factors do not automatically indicate abuse; professionals must consider individual circumstances and identify patterns or combinations of concerns.

Indicators vary according to the type of abuse. Physical abuse may involve unexplained bruising, burns, fractures, frequent injuries or inconsistent explanations. Emotional abuse may present through anxiety, withdrawal, low self-esteem, fearfulness or difficulties forming relationships (Maguire et al, 2015). Sexual abuse may involve inappropriate sexualised behaviour, age-inappropriate sexual knowledge, physical injuries, secrecy or fear of individuals. Neglect may be indicated by poor hygiene, inadequate clothing, hunger, untreated medical needs, unsafe living conditions, developmental difficulties or persistent school absence. Other concerns include exploitation, online abuse, bullying and domestic abuse. Professionals must recognise that abuse can occur at home, in educational settings, within the community or online. A single indicator does not prove abuse, so observations must be considered alongside the child’s circumstances and expressed concerns (Welsh Government, 2019).

Establishing preferred outcomes is essential to ensure safeguarding interventions remain child-centred. Children should be supported to express their wishes and feelings according to their age and understanding (Welsh Government, 2019). For example, a child experiencing bullying may want to feel safe at school, identify trusted adults or access specialist support. Understanding these outcomes helps professionals develop meaningful interventions rather than relying solely on assumptions (SSWWA, 2014).

Parents and carers should also be involved where appropriate, particularly where support needs relating to housing, finances, substance misuse, domestic abuse or parenting affect the child’s safety. Addressing these difficulties may strengthen family circumstances and reduce safeguarding risks (WSP, 2026).

However, a child’s preferred outcome cannot override the professional responsibility to protect them from significant harm. Social workers must balance the child’s wishes with their legal safeguarding duties, taking proportionate protective action when necessary. Overall, effective safeguarding requires legislation, organisational procedures, professional judgement and multi-agency collaboration, with the child’s welfare, voice and safety central to every decision.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding adults and children share the fundamental purpose of protecting people from abuse, neglect and harm. However, there are important differences in the legal frameworks, responsibilities and approaches used when safeguarding adults and children in Wales. SSWWA, 2014 provides the main statutory framework for safeguarding both adults and children in Wales, with Part 7 specifically addressing safeguarding responsibilities (Welsh Government, 2014).

An adult at risk is defined under Section 126 of the SSWWA 2014 as an adult who is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse or neglect; has needs for care and support, whether or not these needs are being met; and, as a result of those needs, is unable to protect themselves from the abuse, neglect or risk of it (SSWWA, 2014, s.126). Where a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that an adult is at risk, it must make appropriate enquiries to determine whether action is required. Relevant partners also have a statutory duty to report concerns about adults at risk under Section 128 (SSWWA, 2014). 

Adult Safeguarding therefore places significant emphasis on voice, control, choice and individual well-being. This means professionals should involve adults in decisions about their safeguarding wherever possible and consider their wishes when deciding what action should be taken (Welsh Government, 2024). This can create a balance between protecting an adult from harm and respecting their autonomy.

In comparison, Section 130 defines a child at risk as a child who is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has needs for care and support, whether those needs are being met (SSWWA, 2014, s.130). Relevant partners have a statutory duty to report children at risk to the local authority. The local authority must then consider whether further investigation is required, including an investigation under Section 47 of CA 1989 where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm (SSWWA, 2014). 

A key similarity between adult and child safeguarding is that abuse can occur in many forms and settings. Professionals must therefore recognise indicators such as unexplained injuries, changes in behaviour, fear, withdrawal, poor hygiene, financial concerns or changes in presentation (NICE, 2017). When working with children, indicators may also include developmental regression, changes in school attendance or significant behavioural changes.

Reflecting on these differences, I understand that adult safeguarding places greater emphasis on autonomy and person-centred decision-making, while safeguarding children places a stronger emphasis on protection from significant harm and promoting the child’s welfare (SSWWA, 2014). Nevertheless, both require professionals to recognise concerns, report appropriately, share relevant information and take timely action (WSP, 2026). Effective safeguarding therefore depends not only on understanding legislation but also on professional judgement, communication and recognising the individual circumstances of the person at risk.
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