Maria Montessori essay (3000) 

‘More than 100 years ago, an Italian physician began designing an education system with the expressed purpose of helping children thrive to their full potential, rather than pass tests’ (Lillard, 2018, p.395), who could it be?, of course it would be Maria Montessori who was born in Italy in 1870, and Miller and Pound (2011) noted that she had an interest in children with additional learning needs (ALN).  ‘Montessori’s education started as the education for handicapped children and children of poor families’ (Tubaki and Matsuishi, 2008, p. 3).  She believed that children learn best through hands on experiences, she also believed that the first six years of the child’s life is the most crucial time for the child within education.  Isaacs (2018) noted that Montessori believed that children within the first six years of their life will learn through their senses, stimulation and experiences.  Montessori also stated that each child had a potential and that it needed to be nurtured and nourished within the home and the school environment. There are around 22,000 Montessori schools worldwide and Isaacs (2018) noted that majority of the schools support children ages three to six years old, the primary schools were based in the United States of America, Sweden, Germany, Austria and Holland, on the other hand there were only a few secondary Montessori schools worldwide, and they were privately owned, this could become an issue as there may not be enough Montessori secondary schools for the children to continue within her theory.   Maria Montessori has contributed well towards the education system and is still relevant in the twenty first century, it is important to recognise that she has made a big impact on education today and that her relevance is still continued.  Isaacs (2018) noted that Montessori is considered one of the pioneers of early childhood pedagogy, and therefor many of people still look up to her theory today.  Montessori remains unique in the practical life area and that many children enjoy her theory from all ages, today in education settings still use her theory in the classroom environment.  For an example her theory is structured and provides the children with hands on experiences and the Welsh Government (2015) noted that children learn best through first hand experiences and that it will ensure the children will experience all aspects of learning wether it is experimenting or taking risks.  Providing this opportunity for the children will ensure that they develop an understanding of themselves and the world that they live in.  

There were many different areas that Maria Montessori explored and these were careful preparation, think child-sized, life skills, the sensorial materials, mathematics, language, cultural studies, art and creativity, imagination, outdoors, social skills, a loving community and teachers.  ‘Education must prepare an environment that will aid the development of life’ (Montessori, 2012, p. 18).  Whilst looking at Montessori’s theory it is clear to see that she put the children at the heart of their education.  Whilst looking at careful preparation in which Montessori believed was the most beneficial for the child, she believed that the layout of the environment was important for the children to explore, and to engage with others at different levels.  The Montessori St Nicholas (2019) noted that she believed that to ensure that the children were fully engaged within the environment careful preparation was the most important technique to ensure successful learning.  She also noted that children engage with the world that they live in through sensory activities and she believed that she needed to plan the environment around hands on experiences and to ensure the children have full access to a range of opportunities to engage with others.  Whilst looking into Montessori’s method it is clear to see that she ensured that her environment and classroom was a happy place for children to learn, and that they felt at home so that they could easily engage with others and different activities.  Montessori believed that the children showed her how the environment was meant to be set up to meet their needs and the Montessori St Nicholas (2019) noted that the children showed her how it should be prepared for them to meet their developmental needs and that they enjoy learning.  

Montessori believed that thinking child-sized was important to ensure that each child could access the activities in which their education was being enhanced.  The Montessori St Nicholas (2019) noted that Montessori was the first person to invent in child sized tables and chairs, in the twenty first century this is seen everyday and this is where Maria Montessori comes into today’s education as without accessible chairs and tables children will not be able to access the full range of activities.  It is important to recognise that if children are not able to reach the cupboard to get books or resources then the children are at disadvantage and this is what Maria Montessori believed was that children must feel as if it is their classroom and not the teachers.  The Montessori St Nicholas (2019) noted that she was very organised and the classroom was neat and tidy, and that materials were neat so that the children could access them when required, in education today children are told to put the resources back after them and therefore can cause resources to get damaged and then unable to be used by others, therefore with the Montessori approach her resources were taken care of.  Whilst she was providing these materials she ensured that they were in the best interest of the child and that it benefited them and therefore the children led her ideas to get each material.    

Life skills are important to children and young people and Maria Montessori believed that children get easily frustrated whilst trying something new and Montessori St Nicholas (2019) believed that having real life activities that link to the skills that they were getting frustrated with would enhance their skills in day to day activities and ensure that the child is able to do the skill without getting frustrated.  Whilst looking at the twenty first century it is clear to see that many setting use hands on experiences and play to promote learning.  It is important to understand that the Welsh Government (2015) noted that children learn best through play and real life skills, and this is how Maria Montessori believed children learn best, it is clear to see that her theory is being used today, and that children are benefiting from the way she believed children learn best.  On the other hand whilst looking at what the twenty first century today within education it is clear to see that teachers have a guide to follow on what the child is to be taught within the framework, with the Montessori method it was what the children wanted to learn and to allow the child to explore in what they wanted to learn.  This can be seen as a beneficial point as children are able to explore the area and what they would like to learn, but on the other hand can be seen as a disadvantage for children as Lillard (2018) noted that if the option for children to choose what they want to learn is to broad, then learning may fail to occur. Miller and Pound (2011) noted that the environment must be set out to encourage independence and self learning, and to be encouraging for the children to learn different things.  

There were many learning strategies that Maria Montessori believed were beneficial for the children’s learning and another one was sensory materials, it is important to understand that sensory activities stimulate the child and Fowler (2007) noted that sensory stimulation activates the sensory system, which provides the children the opportunity to engage through their senses.  Sensory stimulation may have different effects on different people for an example Fowler (2007) noted that some children become alert and attentive on the other hand some children can become relaxed and calm.  By having sensory activities it will ensure that children with additional learning needs are being met and Delaney (2009) noted that it will support their communication skills, and to allow the children to learn in a different way to others, and the Montessori approach supports children with additional learning needs as her environment is based on hands on experiences and learning through play and their senses.  Brown (2009) noted that children who learn through brain based activities were beneficial for children and Gardner introduced the multiple intelligences and this is where children learn best through different intelligences, by learning through brain based activities it will enhance the children’s learning as their learning through their senses.  

Mathematics and language is important to children and Montessori St Nicholas (2019) noted that the way Montessori taught mathematics the children were not aware that they were learning.  She also noted that whilst doing mathematics she used different materials to engage the children, she used concrete stones with numbers on them, beads and symbol cards.  This was fun for the children as they were able to use different resources to enhance their learning.  The children were able to use their finger to go around the number on the stone, and use the beads to make the number.  This is used in todays education and the Welsh Government (2015) noted that children should be able to use their senses, be creative and imaginative, and this is what Montessori believed was beneficial for children and for learning to take place.  Whilst looking in education today there are many opportunities for children to use their senses within the classroom environment for an example, they may have a number that they are able to feel the shape of the number, this will enable the child to understand the shape of the number.  

Art and creativity was introduced by Plato in the Greek, Judaic, Christian and Muslim traditions and Shaheen (2010) noted that since then creativity has been growing and therefore art and creativity is important to the children and Maria Montessori believed that giving children the opportunity to explore freely was important to help them develop their fine motor skills, and Montessori St Nicholas (2019) noted that Montessori would allow the children to explore with different materials to ensure that the children did not get frustrated whilst trying to grasp fine motor skills.  To provide opportunities for the children to develop their fine motor skills to be able to cut and glue, is important for children, but on the other hand Montessori believed that children should not get frustrated because they are unable to do it but provide the opportunity to do it a different way.  Montessori believed wether it is painting or drawing, children should be able to explore the classroom freely with their imagination and their senses.  It is important in the classroom that children are able to be free and explore what interests them and not what they have to be interested in.  In the Foundation Phase it states that children should have the opportunity to explore a wide range of resources and the Welsh Government (2015) noted that children must be involved in different types of activities wether it is in a group or an individual task, it will allow the child to widen their skills to be able to use different resources.  

Whilst looking at different learning strategies that Maria Montessori believed were beneficial for children’s education, it is clear to see that play was the crucial part of her theory, on the other hand Isaacs (2018) noted that the teachers role was just as important for the children’s education and it stated that the teacher must allow the child to explore the activity to see if the child is able to solve it themselves with no help and therefore must intervene before the problem occurs otherwise the child may get distracted or upset as they may feel they are unable to do it.  To ensure that the environment and activities meet the children’s needs the Montessori approach believed that continuous observations of the child is beneficial and Miller and Pound (2011) noted that by having continuous observations the teacher would develop a learning plan for the child and get to know what they are able to do and put strategies in place to support the child rather than hinder their learning.  On the other hand, in the twenty first century, the Foundation Phase does not give teachers the time to observe the children daily as it requires in-depth research to ensure that the children achieve the outcomes, this would lead to the teacher not being fully engaged with the children’s needs therefore the Montessori approach would be beneficial in schools as it provides the child with the best possible education that ensures that they meet their developmental needs and their milestones.  Within schools, there is certain milestones and development needs that each topic will require each child to meet for an example in the Welsh government (2015) it noted that the Foundation Phase framework is a progressive framework over four years from ages three to seven years old, this ensures that the framework will meet the divers needs of all children.  Whilst looking at the Montessori approach it is clear to see that her theory relates to the Foundation Phase and it is clear to see that they both look at the whole child to develop their skills in different areas.  

The environment in which Maria Montessori believed was beneficial for the child was a environment in which supported the children and enhanced their learning.  Margaret McMillan noted that ‘the best kept classroom and the richest cupboard are roofed only by the sky’ (The CCEA, 2005, p. 9), this can be seen as a positive point as Montessori would agree as she believed that children learn best with the outdoor environment as it was free for the children and they were able to explore.  Maria Montessori believed that the outdoor environment was beneficial for the children, and Montessori St Nicholas (2019) noted that children develop their gross motor skills, as they learn how to jump and climb.  Montessori also noted that whilst learning outdoors the children develop their social skills, as the children will learn how to take turns on different activities wether it is riding the bike or playing in the sand.    

Whilst looking at Montessori in practice it is clear to see there were other philosophers that provided a new insight into children’s education and nature and Gutek (2004) noted that these were Rousseau, Pestalozzi, and Froebel.  They looked at different ideas and Rousseau looked at freedom and a romantic view but on the other hand Maria Montessori believed that there was a lot of questioning involved with their theory as it believed that children learn best by following their instincts in a non structured environment.  Whilst looking at Pestalozzi’s theory believed that schools must be reformed like homelike places to ensure the children felt emotionally secure and learnt by their senses and this referred to Maria Montessori’s theory as she believed that children learn best through sensory learning.  This could be seen as a beneficial point for children as the children must feel secure for learning to take place.  It is important that children feel safe and secure whilst leaving their parent or guardian to go to a setting to learn and play.  With additional learning needs (ALN), children learn best through hands on experiences and through their senses and Davis and Florian (2003) noted that children with special educational needs (SEN) learn better through their senses, hands on experiences, interaction and physical, it is important to recognise the needs of the children to ensure that they are engaged with learning, and within the twenty first century it is clear to see that they engage children from across the spectrum within education to ensure that learning takes place.  Whilst, Montessori’s method was seen as hands on, it is important to recognise that the learning does take place, as the opportunity for learning is a wide range and the chance is that the learning is to broad therefore learning does not take place.  

To conclude, it is evident that Maria Montessori has made a big impact on education today, it is important to recognise that since her theory, it has followed through in the Foundation Phase, and whilst looking at today’s society children have a lot of opportunities to have a choice within their education.  It would be interesting to see what the education system will be like in a couple of years and to see if Maria Montessori’s theory is still relevant and being used.  Whilst looking at the Foundation Phase it is clear to see that aspects of her theory are being used in today’s education system, such as creativity, play, child initiated play and that children are able too use the outdoor environment to explore their senses, and that children have free play to choose what they are want to do.  On the other hand, it can be seen as a non beneficial point to have free play and free choice as learning may not take place, and this is where Montessori would ensure that the role of the teachers was to ensure that the activities are engaging the children to stay focused rather than hinder their learning.  Overall, whilst exploring Maria Montessori’s theory it is clear to see that she has many settings across the world, and that are still thriving today, it is evident that children are seen to have better grades whilst attending her setting, on the other hand it would be beneficial to see what the education system is like and if they include her theory in the education system.  If schools are able to relate to her theory in the future then this will be seen as a beneficial point to Montessori’s theory as it has been many years since she started, and that her theory is still thriving in today’s education, and to see if the children’s grades are different whilst attending a Montessori school.  
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