Workshop: Political campaigning in Pompeii
Pompeii: The life, death and rediscovery of a Roman town (HPAH5078/HPAH6078)
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In this short workshop you will examine some of the programmata or electoral notices at Pompeii. Read the extracts given below, and consider some of the following questions:

Questions
1. What type of reasons appear to be given for preferring a particular candidate or messaging conveyed to persuade people to vote for them? 
2. What types of insults might be levelled against a candidate (by their opponents or those that simply wish ill on the candidate)?
3. Are there any things that are strikingly absent that we might expect in modern political campaigning? 
4. What range of backgrounds can we see for those expressing political sentiments – anything interesting or surprising? 



Translations come from Cooley, A. and M. Cooley (2013). Pompeii and Herculaneum: A Sourcebook (second edition). Routledge.

Praise for a candidate
“I beg you to elect Publius Furius duumvir, a good man.” (CIL IV 67 = ILS 6398b)

“I ask you to elect Claudius Verus duumvir with judicial power, an honest young man.” (CIL IV 3741)

“I beg you to elect L. C. Secundus duumvir and Sabinus aedile, an honest man.” (GC 11)

“If integrity in life is thought to be of any use,
This man, Lucretius Fronto is worthy of great honour.” 
[This is in verse; i.e., in poetic form] (CIL IV 6626 = ILS 6422b)

“Gaius Cuspius for aedile.
If glory is to be given to someone who lives modestly,
To this young man ought the glory he deserves be given.
(CIL IV 7201)

“I beg you to elect Gaius Julius Polybius aedile. He brings good bread.” (CIL IV 429 = ILS 6412e)

“Genialis asks for Bruttius Balbus as duumvir. He will preserve the treasury.” (CIL IV 3702 = ILS 6405)

“Marcus Casellius Marcellus, a good aedile and great giver of games.” (CIL IV 4999)

Negative campaigning 
“The little thieves ask for Vatia as aedile.” (CIL IV 576 = ILS 6418f)

“The late drinkers all ask you to elect Marcus Cerrinius Vatia aedile. Florus and Fructus wrote this.” (CIL IV 581 = ILS 6418d)

“Neighbours beg you to elect Lucius Statius Receptus duumvir with judicial power, a worthy man. Aemilius Celer wrote this, a neighbour. You jealous one who destroys this, may you fall ill.” [Found in connection with IX.7.8] (CIL IV 3775 = ILS 6409)

Cicero De Oratore 2.239-240 [Comment on a joke related to slanders and electioneering]
“There are two sorts of jokes, one of which is excited by things, the other by words. By things, whenever any matter is told in the way of a story; as you, Crassus, formerly stated in a speech against Memmius, that he had eaten a piece of Largius's arm, because he had had a quarrel with him at Tarracina about a courtesan; it was a witty story, but wholly of your own invention. You added this particular, that throughout Tarracina these letters were inscribed on every wall, M M, LLL; and that when you inquired what they meant, an old man of the town replied, Mouthy Memmius laid into the limbs of Largius.”

Types of supports
“Thalamus, his client, elects Publius Paquius Proculus duumvir with judicial power.” (CIL IV 933)

“Ceratus, freedman, asks for Publius Vedius Numm[ianus] as aedile.” (CIL IV 910)

“Euxinus asks you to elect Quintus Postumius and Marcus Cerrinius aediles, together with Justus. Hinnulus wrote this.” [Linked to the inn of Euxinus, I.11.10–11] (CIL IV 9851)

“The fullers all ask for Holconius Priscus as duumvir.” [Linked to the Fullery of Stephanus, I.6.7] (CIL IV 7164)

“The millers ask for and desire Cn. Helvius Sabinus as aedile, together with his Neighbours.” (CIL IV 7273)

“Hermes with the chicken keepers asks for Cn. Helvius as aedile.” [Found in connection with VI.12.7] (CIL IV 241)

“Caius Lollius Fuscus duumvir for looking after the roads [&] the sacred [&] public buildings. Aselina’s [girls] ask you, not without Zmyrina.” [In the area of the small bar at IX.11.2]

“The Campanienses ask for Marcus Epidius Sabinus as aedile.” [Campanienses = supporters from the Campanian Gate district] (CIL IV 470 = ILS 6438a)

“The Ur[u]blanenses ask you to elect Lucius Ceius Secundus duumvir, worthy of public office.” [Urublanenses = supporters from the Urbulanian Gate district] (CIL IV 7667)

“The Salinienses ask for Marcus Cerrinius as aedile.” (CIL IV 128 = ILS 6418a)

“The spectators in the amphitheatre ask for Holconius Priscus as duumvir with judicial power.” (CIL IV 7585)
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