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Over the past few years social networking has gone from being a pastime for a small number of young people to a vast area of business. It has become essential for both companies and individuals to become aware of the benefits and dangers afforded by the technology. This rapid change has been brought about as a result of technological developments, a revolution in the advertising industry, and the possibilities for communication that sites such as Facebook provide.

The widespread use of social networking relies on easy access to mobile technologies and Internet-friendly devices. Due to recent developments, access to such technologies is more widely available than ever. This is because the cost of producing micro processors has fallen dramatically as a result of their mass manufacture in countries such as China. Many people now own newly invented handheld devices such as smartphones. Consequently, there are more opportunities for engaging with others online. This has also contributed to the growing use of the sites. 

Businesses have become aware of the opportunities and ethical issues presented by the use of social networking for marketing purposes. Thus, there has been a change in the way that they promote their products. Businesses now use sites such as Facebook and twitter to target specific consumers and tailor advertising to their specific needs. However, this does raise concerns about privacy and access to individuals' personal information. Businesses must now take care not to lose the trust of consumers, but there is no doubt that many have benefited from access to more information about their customers.

Technological advancements that allow people to communicate tend to be successful. Social networking sites have allowed people to communicate with a wider audience than ever before. As a result, their use has increased to the extent that they have acted as a vehicle for overturning many large traditional institutions. For example, print journalism is now under threat due to the fact that online bloggers can publish freely. Furthermore, the uprisings in the Middle East have shown how communication between groups via social networking sites can challenge seemingly all powerful governments.


