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Graveyard Survey 
What is a Graveyard Survey?
Graveyards are one of the most valuable sources of information on the material culture of past societies, because of this archaeologists analyse these areas in great detail and in order to do this they would undergo what is called a Graveyard Survey. This is where archaeologists would record a graveyard and analyse the data recovered to find correlations between the graves that are found at the site. They would then compare this data to either surrounding grave sites or to burials that have been discovered in other areas in the country. Due to the large amount of data that a survey can provide, archaeologists generally focus on one aspect of the remains. For example, archaeologists may use the data collected to learn about the social structure of the local community down to the individual family groups, depending on the focus of the survey (Harold Mytum, 2000). Another aspect that archaeologists may look into is the typology of the site, which may indicate if a certain style or decoration that was used on gravestones could provide a relative timeline for the use of the graveyard. Other aspects that archaeologists could learn from graveyards are the demographics that are present in the local area, the symbols and lettering used on the gravestones to establish religion or origin and the local communities’ attitude towards death.
Aim:
To undergo a graveyard survey of the burial ground which is located at St Peter’s Church in Lampeter and establish a relative timeline through a typological analysis of the gravestones present. 
Hypothesis:
There will be a clear transition between the frequency of the use of distinctive styles over time with very little if any variations occurring resulting in a clear timeline.
Null hypothesis:
There will be no clear transition between distinctive styles due to sudden and major changes in the frequency of styles used on gravestones with a lot of variations resulting in no clear timeline.
Methodology:
Before I did the graveyard survey I underwent an extensive desktop research of the area in order to gain as much information as possible about the graveyard, as well as gaining as much knowledge as possible about the aspects that have been studied by previous archaeologists. In addition to this I also researched the best methods to use when carrying out a graveyard survey. I did this by looking at various sites and monument records such as GenUKI which has the most up to date version of all the burials that are present at St Peters Church and Coflein. I also consulted practical handbooks such as Harold Mytum’s “Recording and Analysing Graveyards” which has helped me to gain a greater insight into how much information that graveyards can provide archaeologists with, as well as providing me with information on the most appropriate and respectful methods when conducting a survey in these kinds of sites where the site has a deep emotional connection to the public. In addition to this it has allowed me to gain a greater understanding of the most effective strategies that can be used when conducting a graveyard survey on a variety of different sized graveyards, as well as being able to formulate my own classification for the gravestones that will be present at the site when I survey the area.
Since there are around two and a half thousand burials located at the graveyard (Quinton Drew) I was unable to record the entirety of the grave sites. As a result of this I decided to work with some of my fellow students, Matthew Cowley, Nadia Seal, Rebecca Carlton and Sam Smith. Together we decided to use a random sampling strategy to record the graveyard with each of us recording a random section of the grave site. We used this approach to ensure that a representative sample of the entire site was take, as well as trying to reduce the risk of a bias outcome in our results. Since each of us was aiming to analyse a different aspect of the graves at the site, we agreed to record the graves as thoroughly as possible by taking a written record of the names of the individuals, the dates of death as well as the date of birth if present, any mention of relatives/ relation to others that are dedicated at site, what material is used on the gravestone and any distinctive features present on the gravestone that we can see such as the language used, any religious symbolism used or if the gravestone is made in a certain material or in a particular shape. We also took a photographic record of each of the gravestones that we recorded in order to have a record of how the gravestones looked on the day, as well as it allowing us to analyse the physical structure of each grave. To record a large enough sample in the amount of time that we had we tasked each other to record at least twenty separate graves each. After the photographic record was taken I analysed each image in detail, to identify what type of grave markers was present at the site and if there was any correlation between the style of grave marker that are being used and time of the death of the individual or individuals that were buried in each grave. I also analysed any significant designs that seemed to be unusual or not part of the apparent pattern in the data that was recovered during the survey. 
Results 
An aerial view of St Peter’s Church
[image: ]
(https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@52.1150327,-4.0822395,248m/data=!3m1!1e3) 

A table to show the date of death of a single burial or group burial 
	Name
	Date of death
	Defining features

	Elizabeth 
	Aug 5 1931
	A stone cross with an angel in front of it

	John Evans, Sarah Florence
	Jul 18 1949, Jan 11 1953
	Plain headstone on top of small wall surrounding the perimeter of grave

	David Frank Jones, Elizabeth
	1907-1954, 1908-1981
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	Llewelyn Hughes Jones, Sarah Jones
	Sept 8 1949, Jan 14 1962
	Plain headstone on top of small wall surrounding the perimeter of grave

	John Scurry Jones
	Apr 16 1850-22 Mar 1907
	Plain stone Cross on top of stone plinth

	Edward Cluneclas Davies, Mary
	Sept 28 1856-Nov 25 1922, Jan 6 1874-Mar 22 1931
	Plain round head gravestone

	Alec C. Page, 
Nancy Page
	1910-1963, 1909- 1982
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	David Graham Lloyd
	Apr 7 2002
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	Griffith Jones Lloyd, Sarah Jane, 
Gwilym 
	1908-1978, 1907-1983, 1928-1939
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	Thomas John Jones, Elizabeth, 
Teifwen
	Oct 16 1934, Feb 26 1969, 1918-2005
	Plain headstone with curve on one the top left, on top of small wall surrounding the perimeter of grave, has Polish Christian symbol in the curve

	Thomas Trenham, Martha Anne Davies, Clive Trenham Davies
	Mar 27 1933, Jul 2 1939, April 2 1952
	Headstone in the shape of a scroll

	David John Bowen, 
Jane Elizabeth
	Jan 7 1941, Mar 26 1930
	Headstone with flat raised middle with a Christian cross decorating the sides

	Walter Illingworth,
 Ruth Illingworth
	Mar 3 1929, Sept 10 1941
	Arched headstone decorated with carvings of flowers around the edges as well as a small bouquet of flowers at the centre

	Evan Davies, 
William Davies 
	Oct 22 1922, Jul 29 1933
	Plain stone Cross on top of stone plinth

	John C.H. Morgan 
	Dec 31 1905
	Stone cross on a stone plinth with Polish Christian symbol at the centre of the cross

	Joseph Edwards, Daniel Edwards, Sarah Edwards, J. 
Seaton Edwards, Hannah Jane Edwards
	Mar 16 1884, Jul 16 1907, Jun 10 1936, Jul 9 1943, 
Dec 17 1945
	Slate headstone arched top with vines decorating the sides, as well as palm leaves decorating the top of the gravestone with four leaved clovers decorating the top corners of the gravestone

	Thomas Mooney, 
Alice, 
Dorathy
	1891-1948, 1888-1956, 1925-1973
	Granite headstone with front section polished into an arch with flowers decorating the top corners of the arch 

	Daniel Davies, 
Lottie, 
Hannah
	Feb 14 1971, May 23 1948, Aug 28 1973
	Plain flat head granite headstone with middle of headstone raised above sides on top of small wall surrounding the perimeter of grave

	Gerallt Pugh
	Mar 24 1929-26 Apr 1979
	Granite headstone in the shape of a book on top of a granite plinth

	Mary Davies, 
Sarah Davies
	Mar 3 1920, Oct 17 1940
	Arched headstone decorated with carvings of flowers around the edges as well as a small bouquet of flowers at the centre

	David Clarence Ellis
	May 13 1919
	Marble cross on top of a Marble plinth with a Polish Christian symbol on the crosses centre



The table above is a good representative of the overall data that I have collected which can be seen in Appendix 1. From this data I was able to identify six separate types of grave styles: Arched head, Round head, Flat head, Plinth and monument, Headstone and wall and Bed head.



 An example of a plinth and monument gravestone 
(1)[image: ]
(Image provided by Evan Fray)
An example of an arched head gravestone
(2)[image: ]
(Image provided by Matthew Cowley)

An example of a flat head gravestone
(3) [image: ]
(Image provided by Matthew Cowley)
An example of a round head gravestone
(4)[image: ]
(Image provided by Rebecca Carlton)
An example of a bed head gravestone
(5) [image: ]
(Image provided by Nadia Seal)
An example of a headstone and wall grave 
(6) [image: ]
(Image provided by Evan Fray)
After analysing the recorded data, I was able to identify that over some periods of time there was a higher occurrence of particular styles that were being used in grave sites, as well as a transitional period where a different style of grave marker was used which I put in a table
A table to show the frequency of the types of graves present at St Peters church 
	Time period/ years
	No. Arched head
	No. Flat head
	No. Bed head
	No. Plinth and monument
	No. Headstone and wall 
	No. Round head

	1800-1920's
	16
	2
	2
	3
	0
	1

	1930's-1940's
	3
	3
	0
	10
	0
	0

	1935-1970's
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	3

	1960's-present day
	2
	7
	0
	0
	0
	1



Discussion 
My results show that there is a correlation between the style of grave markers and the time period in which the burial took place. There seems to be a preference for arched head gravestones in the eighteen hundreds to the early nineteen hundreds. Whereas there seems to be a preference for a plinth and monument style grave in the nineteen thirties, with a headstone and wall type grave being as popular in the mid nineteen thirties and becoming more popular after the nineteen forties. Finally, flat headed gravestones appear to be the favourable style used from the nineteen sixties to the present day. 
As expected there were several graves that did not match the general trend that appeared to take place, had shown many features of more than one style of grave or did not show any definitive features for it to be classified into any type of grave for example:
(7)
[image: ]This grave stone is showing features of both plinth and flat headed gravestones due to the lower half of the headstone showing features of a flat headed gravestone and the upper half has a cross similar to a plinth and monument gravestone.


(Image provided by Sam Smith)



[image: ](8)

(Image provided by Rebecca Carlton)This gravestone does not follow any of the other styles of the surrounding gravestones as well as any of the other gravestones that are present at the graveyard 


I believe that if I had more time and resources, I would be able to improve upon my current results by recording categorising the entirety of the graves and sorting them by their typological features and from this, be able to create a more reliable timeline of the use of the graveyard.
Word count: 1977
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Appendix 1
	name
	date of death
	any relation
	age
	defining features

	Elizabeth 
	Aug 5 1931
	Not shown
	15 months
	A  stone cross with an angel in front of it

	John Evans, Sarah Florence
	Jul 18 1949, Jan 11 1953
	Husband and wife
	66 years, 69 years
	Plain headstone on top of small wall surrounding the perimiter of grave

	David Frank Jones, Elizabeth
	1907-1954, 1908-1981
	Husband and wife
	47 years, 73years
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	Llewelyn Hughes Jones, Sarah Jones
	Sept 8 1949, Jan 14 1962
	Husband and wife
	61 years, 76 years
	Plain headstone on top of small wall surrounding the perimiter of grave

	John Scurry Jones
	Apr 16 1850-22 Mar 1907
	Not shown
	56 years
	Plain stone Cross on top of stone plinth

	Edward Cluneclas Davies, Mary
	Sept 28 1856-Nov 25 1922, Jan 6 1874-Mar 22 1931
	Husband and wife
	66 years, 57 years
	Plain round head gravestone

	Alec C. Page, Nancy Page
	1910-1963, 1909- 1982
	Husband and wife
	53 years, 73 years 
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	David Graham Lloyd
	Apr 7 2002
	Grandfather of dedicator
	64 years
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	Griffith Jones Lloyd, Sarah Jane, Gwilym 
	1908-1978, 1907-1983, 1928-1939
	Parents and child
	70 years, 75 years, 11 years
	Plain headstone with slight curved top

	Thomas John Jones, Elizabeth, Teifwen
	Oct 16 1934, Feb 26 1969, 1918-2005
	Parents and child
	60 years, 84 years, 87 years
	Plain headstone with curve on one the top left, on top of small wall surrounding the perimiter of grave, has Polish christian symbol in the curve

	Thomas Trenham, Martha Anne Davies, Clive Trenham Davies
	Mar 27 1933, Jul 2 1939, April 2 1952
	Grandparent, parent and child
	23 years, 52 years, 4 years
	Headstone in the shape of a scroll

	David John Bowen, Jane Elizabeth
	Jan 7 1941, Mar 26 1930
	Husband and wife
	65 years, 52 years
	Headstone with flat raised middle with a christian cross decorating the sides

	Walter Illingworth, Ruth Illingworth
	Mar 3 1929, Sept 10 1941
	Husband and wife
	56 years, 78 years
	Arched headstone decorated with carvings of flowers around the edges as well as a small bouquet of flowers at the centre

	Evan Davies, William Davies 
	Oct 22 1922, Jul 29 1933
	Brothers
	72 years,67 years 
	Plain stone Cross on top of stone plinth

	John C.H. Morgan 
	Dec 31 1905
	Not shown
	31 years
	Stone cross on a stone plinth with Polish christian symbol at the centre of the cross

	Joseph Edwards, Daniel Edwards, Sarah Edwards, J. Seaton Edwards, Hannah Jane Edwards
	Mar 16 1884, Jul 16 1907, Jun 10 1936, Jul 9 1943, Dec 17 1945
	Family grave
	81 years, 62 years, 82 years, 42 years, not shown
	Slate headstone arched top with vines decorating the sides, as well as palm leaves decorating the top of the gravestone with four leaved clovers decorating the top cornes of the gravestone

	Thomas Mooney, Alice, Dorathy
	1891-1948, 1888-1956, 1925-1973
	Parents and child
	57 years, 68 years, 48 years
	Granite headstone with front section polished into an arch with flowers decorationg the top corners of the arch 

	Daniel Davies, Lottie, Hannah
	Feb 14 1971, May 23 1948, Aug 28 1973
	Father and daughters
	74 years, 29 years, 80 years
	Plain flat head granite headstone with middle of headstone raised above sides on top of small wall surrounding the perimiter of grave

	Gerallt Pugh
	Mar 24 1929-26 Apr 1979
	Not shown
	50 years 
	Granite headstone in the shape of a book on top of a granite plinth

	Mary Davies, Sarah Davies
	Mar 3 1920, Oct 17 1940
	Sisters
	63 years, no age given
	Arched headstone decorated with carvings of flowers around the edges as well as a small bouquet of flowers at the centre

	David Clarence Ellis
	May 13 1919
	Not shown
	25 years
	Marble cross on top of a Marble plith with a polish christian symbol on the crosses centre

	Text on gravestone
	Decoration
	Stone Type 
	Language

	SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF 
THE REVD DAVID OWEN
LATE OF BROAD HINTON WILTS
WHO DIED DEC 3RD 1849
IN THE 80TH YEAR OF HIS AGE
	Otherwise plain, watermark at bottom. Protruding from ground, laid flat. 
	Limestone
	English

	In the memory of
THOMAS JONES, HENDRYD 
IN THIS PARISH WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 5 DAY 
OF APRIL 1864,
AGED 61 YEARS. 
ALSO OF 
ANNE JONES, HIS WIFE, 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE, ON
THE 10 DAY OF DECEMBER, 1844. 
AGED 35 YEARS

Un a fo'n iawn ei fywyd-a gedwir
Yn cadarn ei wynfyd;
Ni chil, ni fynn ochelyd
Na dydd barn, Na diwedd byd
	Decorated with triangular symbol at top, with swirling loops underneath 
	Limestone
	English;Welsh

	COF AM JOHN GRIFFITHS,
(GOF), PLAS Y PANT, 
PLWYF PENCAREG;
YR HWN A FU EARW 
EBRILL 23, 1858, YN 50 OED. 
HEFYD THOMAS EI FABI 
A FU FARW 
EBRILL 3, 1848, YN 14 OED
HEFYD 
MARIA GRIFFITHS ei anwyl
briod. yr hon a fu farw
Mawrth y 30. 1897 yn 92 oed.

Dy ddeddfaw oedd fy nghan yn nhy fy mhererindod. PSAL CXIX 
	Vines on the sides of the gravestone, large book at top.
Men take precedent above woman, but possibly because woman died much later. 
	Slate
	Welsh

	SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF 
EGERIE JULIE MARIE
THE BELOVED WIFE OF 
WJ WILLIAMS ESQRE
OF THIS TOWN 
LATE SENIOR PROFESSOR OF 
CLASSICS AND ACTING RECTOR OF 
THE ROYAL COLLEGE, MAURITIUS 
AND YOUNGEST DAUGHTER OF 
THE LATE ALEXIS LECLEZIO ESQRE 
AND AUNT OF THE 
HONBLE EUGENE LECLEZIO ESQRE 
MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
MAURITIUS
DIED AT MARSEILLES 
ON THE 29TH OF MAY 1869 

BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD 
REV. XIV. 13. 

On the side:
ALSO 
TO THE MEMORY OF 
WILLIAM JOHN WILLIAMS ESQRE 
WHO DIED AT HASTINGS 
FEBRUARY 5TH 1871
AGED 61 YEARS 
	Large stone obelisk decorated with wreaths along the top. Set atop 3 plinths.
Built for egerie first, then William was added later. 
	Limestone
	English

	Lieth the body of ANNE
Daughter of John and Anne Price 
of Ship Inn in this Town. who
departed this life February 24th
in the year 1832. Aged 4 Months
	Two suns in the corner
On the back of the gravestone is a chiseled alphabet. This stone was a test piece that the prices got for cheap. 
	Slate
	English

	IN
LOVING MEMORY 
OF 
DEAR LITTLE 
JOSEPH 
THE ELDEST CHILD OF 
DAVID AND ANNE THOMAS, 
OF LIME HOUSE, LONDON, 
BORN APRIL 15, 1891
DIED MARCH 23, 1896

"BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN 
HEART: FOR THEY SHALL 
SEE GOD."

ALSO THE ABOVE NAMED 
ANNE THOMAS 
BORN OCT 29, 1864
DIED SEPT. 15, 1930.

"FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH"

On the side:
ALSO OF THE SAID
DAVID THOMAS 
SPRINGFIELD CWMANNE 
BORN JULY 20, 1867.
DIED APRIL 30, 1941.

"AT REST"
	Covered urn atop an obelisk which is on 2 plinths 
	Balmoral Granite
	English

	COF ANWYL AM
DAVID DAVIES, 
10, STATION TERRACE, 
O'R DREF HON;
BU FARW MAWRTH 1, 1893,
YN 45 OED. 

HEFYD AM ELIZABETH, 
EI BRIOD YR HON A FU FARW
HYDREF 20, 1904,
YN 55 OED

ETO AM DAVID THOMAS 
EU MAB YR HWN A FU FARW 
TACHWEDD 19, 1902,
YN 17 OED. 

"GWYN EU BYD Y RHAI PUR O GALON:
CANYS HWY A WELANT DDUW."

HEFYD EU MAB
JOSIAH ISAAC DAVIES 
ION. 15, 1882-ION. 30, 1953.
	Grave carved into logs, sat atop another log 
	Limestone
	Welsh

	IN
LOVING MEMORY 
OF
DAVID DAVIES 
10, HARFORD SQUARE, OF THIS
TOWN:
BORN, AUGUST 14, 1864.
DIED, JULY 18, 1887.
"THY WILL BE DONE" 
	Small gravestone in the shape of a scroll. Slanted cross above the message 
	Limestone
	

	IN GOD'S KEEPING
ELIZABETH 
DIED AUG. 15, 1931.
AGED 15 MONTHS.
DARLING BABY 
REVD AND MRS DAVIES 
	Cross with an angel carved into the stone 
	Limestone
	English

	WITH 
THANKSGIVING 
TO GOD 
FOR THE LIFE OF 
DAVID CHARLES 
LLOYD
BRONYGAER LAMPETER 
DIED JUNE 26TH 1934
AGED 61 YEARS

On the side:
AND 
LILY LLOYD 
HIS WIFE 
DIED OCT. 10. 1981
AGED 94 YEARS 
	Tall thin cross atop an octagonal base
	Limestone
	English

	IN LOVING MEMORY OF
A DEAR SON 
ANDREZEJ FLORIAN ISALSKL 
WHO FELL ASLEEP 24. AUGUST 1958
AGED 2 AND YEARS 
	Small carved gravestone 4 walls, angel at headstone 
	Limestone
	English

	Gerard Thomas Edwardes
1909-1958
Kathleen Mary Edwardes 
1941-2007
	Small wooden Cross with a silver plaque. Very simple. Surrounded by lavish granite graves.
Slate on top of grave to place flowers in 
	Wood
	English
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PLEASE COMPLETE BEFORE SUBMISSION AND ATTACH TO YOUR WORK

Date: 21/05/18		Module: 	AHAH4005		Name:	Evan Fray			
				
Guidance: You might consider the following elements:

· Argument: does it have one/ is it backed by sufficient evidence/ how lucid is it?
· Structure: how clear is it / is my essay easy to follow/ does it help my argument?
· Analysis:  is more/less analytical than narrative/ does it address the question?
· Reading: was this sufficiently broad/ have I referenced properly?
· How might I improve my performance in future?


	Strengths
I think that I have been able to record the graves in an effective manner and that I have been able to analyse the data quite well






	Weaknesses:
I have used a few sources from the internet I will try to use less of these in the future






	General Comments:
I found it very helpful to be able to put into practise what I have learnt in lectures







	Please give a mark for your work:   58

(for eg:  1st = 70+:  2/1 = 69-60:   2/2 = 59-50:   3rd = 45-49:   pass = 40-44:   fail = 39-  )
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