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[bookmark: _Toc220938083]Background and Rationale 
Dementia has become a significant issue in the UK, and in the process, its prevalence is rising as the population is ageing. The initial symptoms of dementia, such as mild impairment of memory, behavioural change and difficulty in communicating, are subtle and can be viewed as normal ageing (Calil et al., 2020). This, in turn, leads to the fact that diagnosis is often delayed, restricting the time of early intervention, care planning, and support. A recent diagnosis of dementia is thus an important agenda item in the UK health and social care policy because the prompt identification of the disease can boost the standard of living and decrease strain on services (Stevenson-Hoare et al., 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc220938084]Research Aim and Objectives
Aim: This research aims to conduct a scoping review of the current studies on the topic of early detection of dementia in older adults in the UK.
Research Objectives 
· To determine and code practical themes in UK literature on the symptoms of dementia, early onset in older adults.
· To determine knowledge gaps on the evidence about the early detection of dementia among older adults in the UK.
· To investigate the practice implications, especially in UK health care settings.
[bookmark: _Toc220938085]Methodology
Scoping Review Framework
The chosen scoping review will follow the framework of Arksey and O Malley. The review process will entail the identification of the research question, identification of the relevant studies, application of inclusion and exclusion criteria, data charting and summary of findings (Arksey and O'malley, 2005). 
Research Question
What are the central themes of the literature on the issue of early signs of dementia in older adults in the UK?
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
Peer-reviewed publications published within the past 10 years and that concentrate on early signs or early detection of dementia in older adults that are pertinent to the UK will be evaluated as inclusion criteria. Some of the exclusion criteria will be non-peer-reviewed sources, research that is beyond the target time period, studies that are not on dementia, and studies that are based only on late dementia or non-humans.
[bookmark: _Toc220938086]Data Collection and Analysis
Search Strategy
The systematic literature search will be done with the help of electronic databases such as Google Scholar. The most important retrieved keywords will be early signs of dementia, early symptoms, older adults, and the UK. 
Analysis
The thematic analysis simplified by Aveyard will be utilised. The most important steps are the familiarisation with the data, identification of repetitive concepts, coding of important findings, and categorisation of codes into themes (Aveyard, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc220938087]Expected Outcomes
The thematic summary of the early symptoms of dementia in older adults in the UK should be expected out of the scoping review. It will improve the knowledge of existing evidence and the fields that need additional investigation.
[bookmark: _Toc220938088]Ethical Considerations
This study relies on secondary data collection, and thus, no ethical approval is needed. The practise will be ethical as it will be in terms of accurate citation of the sources, plagiarism will be avoided, and the findings will be clearly reported.
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