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	Quantitative research
	Qualitative research
	Questions arising

	Its purpose is to explain social life
	Its purpose is to understand social life
	



	Is nomothetic – interested in establishing law-like statements, causes, consequences
	Id idiographic – describes reality as it is
	

	Aims at theory testing
	Aims at theory building
	



	Employs an objective approach
	Employs a subjective approach
	



	Is ahistorical – interested in explanations over space and time
	Is historical – interested in real cases
	



	Is a closed approach – is strictly planned
	Is open and flexible in all aspects
	



	Research process is predetermined
	Research process is influenced by the respondent
	



	Researcher is distant from respondent
	Researcher is close to the respondent
	



	Uses a static and rigid approach
	Uses a dynamic approach
	



	Employs an inflexible process
	Employs a flexible process
	



	Is particular, studies elements, variables

	Is holistic – studies whole units
	

	Employs random sampling
	Employs theoretical sampling
	



	Places priority on studying differences
	Places priority on studying similarities
	



	Employs high levels of measurement
	Employs low levels of measurement
	




Adapted from Sarantakos (1998)
