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Written self-evaluation of my performance, developing learners’ Welsh language literacy skills
Before starting university, my Welsh language literacy skills were minimal. My education has taken place in Wales, so I have had some input of Welsh throughout my education. I decided to study Full Course Welsh at GCSE and achieved a A grade. So have some Welsh vocabular.
Before going out on placement university gave us the opportunity to have 4 x 4-hour Welsh lessons to reinforce the Welsh language so we could use it whilst on placement. I found these lessons helpful and l gained some confidence in my abilities to support the children’s welsh language skills within the Foundation Phase. However, felt I needed more to solidify what I had learnt and how best to use it on placement. Therefore, l independently used other resources and materials to expand on my welsh vocabulary. This proved helpful and l will continue to independently improve my own welsh language literary skills to pass on to the children.
My placement school has positive aims for Welsh Language Development. They want their children to use and communicate in Welsh to the best of the child’s ability. Children will have the opportunity to listen to basic Welsh being spoken and will be encouraged to respond appropriately. All school staff will aim to develop the children’s welsh skills through a range of enjoyable, practical planned activities, and using a range of stimuli that builds on and increases prior knowledge and experiences. 
Specific to my placement class their welsh was limited as I was in Nursery. Most of their Welsh Language development was done through songs and simple carpet routines such as the weather and ‘Helpw dydd’, which I had the opportunity to carry out a handful of times. Around the classroom there were Welsh resources such as welsh numbers and colours with appropriate pictures to help the children’s understanding. 
My personal experiences, in class, using the welsh language consisted of using simple, everyday words including ‘Bore da’ and ‘Sut wyt ti?’ I believe I did this well to me resulting in the children becoming more familiar with these key words / phrases. However, other words and phrases were hard to use due to the level of welsh that my class had. This then limited what I was able to use daily and throughout my placement. Singing songs was the main method I used to developing the children’s welsh language literacy skills. There were a lot of songs the children already knew so I took the time to learn the songs and the action so I could encourage the children to participate. I used the strategy to over emphasis my pronunciation so the children could hear and see the song words correctly. Whilst on placement I was able to take part in the school eisteddfod. I assisted the class teacher lead the children to do their performance singing a welsh song to the whole Foundation Phase. I felt confident in my own ability to stand in front of other pupils and staff to deliver a welsh performance. Similarly, I was able to give simple commands within the classroom using rhymes. For example, to get the children to the carpet I would sing ‘dewch i eistedd, dewch I eistedd ar y carped gyda fi, dewch i eistedd, dewch I eistedd ar y carped gyda fi’ and the children would respond and join me on the carpet. Before placement l was not aware of this song so I am pleased I was able to pick it up and use it to benefit the children’s welsh language skills. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In relation to my lesson video I felt comfortable to open and close the lesson using Welsh words and I did my best to use clear Welsh pronunciation. The main activity I planned required me to read a simple Welsh story. Even though it was simple and repetitive I was still pleased with my delivery as it was the first ever time l hard red a Welsh book to an audience. It was not perfect, but l was happy, and the children were engaged and listened very well. I then used the book to lead on to activity so the children could learn some new Welsh vocabulary around the theme of the book which was foods. I also introduced them to some new simple sentence patterns such as ‘pa liw?’ and ‘faint o?’ With some encouragement with some English translation the children responded using the appropriate welsh vocabulary from prior learning. I was able to praise the children using a range of comments in welsh including ‘da iawn’ and ‘gwych’. I spoke to them in Welsh and then translated it into English to ensure understanding. I used only a handful of words to allow the children to get used to the vocabulary and appreciate what I was saying to them.  
On the other hand, there are points I need to work on. Not all my pronunciation was correct so I will have to go over my learning and ensure I am sure of my language skills to pass onto the children. Also, l need to become aware of how to show differentiation whilst planning welsh activities. I was unable to do this because l didn’t know myself how to extend on these types of simple structure questions so to be able to have a range of work to suit all the needs of the children I must learn more complex structured questions or additional words / phrases to add to the answers to the questions.
Moving on in my personal learning will allow me to support the children’s language literacy development. Therefore, my targets in each area of the Framework are:
Listening (A1)
· Can understand and respond to simple everyday sentences, related to the school setting, provided the other person speaks slowly. 
Speaking (A2)
· Can contribute to simple conversations using a range of simple sentences related to school setting situations, e.g. everyday themes and different verb tenses. 
Reading (A2)
· Can understand written everyday messages and simple letters/e-mail messages. Can read appropriate stories with an effort to ensure correct pronunciation
Writing (A1)
· Can write simple, everyday sentence, related to the school setting, e.g. instructions, questions, commands, simple feedback.

To be able to progress to these next stages I will need to use more resources to extend my understanding and build upon the understanding and knowledge I have already. Further support from university lecturers and mentors will aid accurate learning. It will then be my responsibility to revisit this work independently. Any additional learning l take part in will enable me to have a more positive impact on teaching and learning. 

