Checklist

1.Have you identified a sub-question, theme, keyword, or concept to develop through practice?  

Sub‑question: “How can the dual realms of a Chinese art‑PhD student’s daily study and life be presented with ‘dynamic authenticity’ on screen?”
Keywords: “indexicality,” “immersion,” “ambient authenticity.”

2.Does your practice test variables, how many?  
Number of variables: 5
(1).Clip length (fixed at ~2 minutes)
(2).Shot type (static long takes vs. close‑ups)
(3).Sound design (only ambient sound, no voice‑over or music)
(4).Cutting rhythm (20–40 sec per segment)
(5).Audience composition (all art & design postgraduates)

3.Can you link a variable to other research, practices, influences, experiences, or something you’ve read? 

Static long takes ← Nichols’s Observational Mode
Use of ambient sound ← sensory ethnography methods (e.g. Pink)
Close‑up inserts ← Barker’s work on “animated authenticity” and emotional triggers
Cutting rhythm ← Gaudenzi’s “Living Documentary” feedback loops

4.Have you documented how these influences, experiences, or readings have shaped your thinking and evolved your practice? 

“Watching Nichols inspired me to retain purely observational shots in the first screening.”
“Sensory ethnography texts convinced me to preserve ambient room tone.”
“Barker’s emotional‑trigger framework led me to insert at least one close‑up for later comparison.”

5.Have you experimented with design, for example, by creating visuals, sounds, or concept art?  

Visual storyboard: 5 hand‑drawn frames marking shot type, duration, and camera movement.
Sound samples: 30 sec recordings of studio, library, and dorm environments for pre‑screening tests.
Concept poster: 3‑screen mockup illustrating a single‑screen, no‑voice‑over layout for the first screening.
 
6.Have you identified what information you are gathering from the audience, how you will gather it, and what you hope to discover?  
What you’re gathering:
· Quantitative survey : perceived realism, immersion, emotional resonance
· Open‑ended responses: “Which moment moved you most, and why?”
How:
· QR‑code link to an online form + paper index cards for brief comments
What you hope to discover:
· Which shot types most effectively build “indexical trust”?
· How ambient sound alone influences immersion when no narration is provided.

