ECGE4003 – Portfolio of Activities

Part 1 
In Wales, there are several policies, procedures and important documents that help us to understand about the principles of youth work, and how we can use these in our own practice, which is key when you are a student youth worker, to help you learn and understand about youth work related topics. These documents are also useful to help those who are working in the youth work sector. In the document “youth work in Wales: principles and purposes (youth work in Wales review group, 2018) This states that one of the most important principles of youth work is ensuring that there is a voluntary relationship between the children/ young people and the youth worker. It also states that all children and young people can participate in youth work if they meet the criteria of being aged between 11 years old to 25 years old and emphasising on the voluntary relationship between young people and the youth worker. This is also seen in different formats such as books, for example Jeffs and Smith (2010) states that the voluntary principle means that the children/ young people can not only choose to engage in a professional relationship with a youth worker however, but they can also decide end Engagement on their terms too. The youth work strategy for Wales (wg.2019) also mentions how young work is based on the voluntary participation between children/ young people and youth workers, and how this helps the Children/ young people feel like empowered partners. 

Part 2a
This essay will discuss youth work, a definition of the purpose of youth work has been made by the CLD standards council Scotland. It states that it “enables young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social,educational,developmentlopment, which will enable them to develop a voice, influence their place in society and to reach their full potential.”
One of the most important things a youth worker needs to be able to do with young people is build a relationships with them, which is something that many professionals have written, such as Blacker who states “ a central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people (2010). Jolly shares the same view as Blacker and states that “it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker” (2010, p.6). Youth workers provide children and young people with opportunities to gain experience in a non-formal manner. The activities that youth workers provide are like tools and just like Harte 2020 page 90 says “They provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place. They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning. 

Complete References 
Part 2b
· It is important that students avoid plagiarism as it can result in work not being marked, or the work being marked at a significantly lower level. By using work of others without giving credit means that you are committing plagiarism. Depending on the degree of plagiarism committed it can result in failing the course and even exclusion from the course.
· False – As well as referencing direct quotes, you must also reference any type of work that has been used by someone else, or if you have used information from various sources such as:
· Internet
· Reports/ guidelines
· Books
· newspaper/ Articles.
How you reference will depend on the source, and length of the quote that you are using, as each source of information will have a different format to reference. 

· Although Wikipedia can be used as a tool to source information, it is not a credible source regarding using it for academic assignments, as it cannot be guaranteed to be factual due to anybody being able to edit/ add information. For example, although information gets regularly reviewed by Wikipedia, there is no guarantee that edits made to certain information is factual, and therefore it cannot be classed as a reliable and factual source for academic assignments. 

· To ensure you are referencing an exceptionally long quotation correctly, there is a way in which it must be wrote. A long quotation is summarised by being more than 30 words long or more than two lines long.
 It must be written in your work as an indented and separate paragraph. At the end of the quote, you must then put the Authors' surname, year of publication and page number and or URL. This must be in Round open and closed brackets. You will not need to use any quotation marks. 

· When starting to conduct research for an academic study assignment there are many sources avalible that can help with this. These sources can be one of the following:
1. Books
2. Internet
3. Newspaper
4. Legislation/ documentation
5. Reports and guidelines








Part 3
After reading the article “brief report students' perspectives on cyber bullying” compiled by Patricia W. Agatston, Robin Kowalski, and Susan Limber, I can understand that the aim of the piece is to better understand the impact on cyber bullying on a group of young people in two different middle and high school settings. The article shows that group work was undertaken in each school setting to gather pupils' views on Cyber bullying in their school. 
The main findings of the report are that the students are remarkably familiar with technology and that most pupils own their own phones and can have access to the internet at their homes. Although the article stated that cyberbullying was an issue at school, many of the female students felt that this issue was a problem outside of the school hours, with the male students failing to agree that this was the case. It was also reported that students use phones within school but felt that they could not address this due to the school having a no phone policy, which indicates that students may have felt that they would end up having consequences for bringing a phone on to school property, instead of the main issue of cyber bullying being addressed. The report also indicated that students felt that the school staff were unable to help if they had been a victim of cyber bullying but were more likely to address the issues with their parents. however, students also indicated that due to having their privileges revoked such as online use, this was a barrier for them to report it to parents. What was evident was that all schools needed to implement programs/lessons that were beneficial to the students for them to gain more knowledge on how to request the removal of websites and how to support their peers in an appropriate manner if they were to be a witness of bullying and cruel behaviour online. 
The structure of the article itself, was easy to navigate, with clear and concise paragraphs, however some of the paragraphs were repetitive, which can lead to disengagement for the reader. I also feel that the figures and statistics could be more accurate on times, with words such as the majority/ most students being used when reflecting on the findings. It would have made better reading if figures and stats were put in a more accurate manner or displayed in some form of chart/ table. I also feel that the article is dated when referring to some of the platforms that the young people use, for example my space programs are not those that I have noticed that the young people I myself work with are using, which indicates that this article is dated, which can then impact the findings in this current time. The piece, although formal was easy to read and the use of language used was easy to understand, however on times could have offered more in the way of an objective view based on figures found on the report. For example the report states that students felt that there was an issue with cyber bullying in their setting, however there were only recommended outcomes to deal with this issue, if the figures were taken in a more accurate way, then it should be able to conclude that intervention was very much needed based on the students views as appose of recommendations on the findings. I feel that if schools and the reader had a clearer understanding of the overall findings, then it would help the reader to agree that more is needed to be done to tackle the issue. I feel that without accurate findings it is hard for the reader to make an informed decision on what would be the next steps in tackling the cyber bullying issues in the schools. 
The evidence reported in the article suggest that there clearly is an issue within all of the schools regardless if pupils were in the school with the percentage of children who received a higher volume of discounted school meals and the focus groups with 150 students the feedback supports the argument of cyber bullying being an issue  however it does seem a little one sided in relation to views being from the female students stating it was an issue. Also, the groups being categorised into male/ female groups feel a little dated, with some students who may not identify as either sex, there is opportunity for the schools to separate the groups in to different and more appropriate sections such as school years, ages as appose of gender. 

The article makes good points in relation to what can be done to help address the issues in the school regarding cyber bullying, and its argument that more needs to be done to help students is supported by students claiming that they do not feel supported by teaching staff. The article shows that more work needs to be done with the female students at the schools as these appear to be the ones that have been more affected by the issues raised in the report. 

Overall the report highlights some good points, and it's important that they have used youth voice and gathered their findings from students, however I feel that the report can lack concrete evidence of finding on times, which can then be difficult for the reader to get behind the argument that more needs to be done in schools to tackle this problem. I also feel that some of the programs are dated, and a little out of touch, along with separating students based on their sex. 

