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An Examination of how Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Affects Local Communities

Crime and anti-social behaviour can have many different impacts on local communities and in some instances, a crime or reaction to a crime can affect communities across the globe. This essay will outline what is considered a crime, what anti-social behaviour can be, how communities and government agencies such as the police have reacted to it and what potentially could have been done differently to prevent or resolve issues revolving around criminal behaviour. According to Merriam Webster (2023), a simple definition of crime is “an illegal act for which someone can be punished by the government”. This is a very broad definition of crime but a few examples of crimes that affect local communities include theft, criminal damage, racially motivated attacks and anti-social behaviour. Anti-social behaviour is when someone not of the same household, acts in such a manner that they may cause another person to feel harassed, alarmed or distressed (Metropolitan Police 2023). Anti-social behaviour covers a wide range of crimes within local communities. These crimes can include events such as large gatherings, young people causing damage to local areas such as bus stations and even individuals creating a hostile environment where people feel too afraid to go near. Maggie Wooll (2021) describes a community as a group of people who have a common interest. This could be something as simple as a group of people who live in the same area or are part of the same religion, interest or profession. This essay will focus on how anti-social has affected certain communities but will also cover how certain incidents have also affected wider communities such as the black community. 

The first case of anti-social behaviour that will be examined is the case of Fiona Pilkington. Fiona Pilkington lived in Leicestershire Village with her young daughter Frankie who suffered with learning and physical disability. Fiona was targeted by a groups of local youths for over 10 years. These groups would not only verbally assault Fiona and Frankie but also “pelted their home in Bardon Road, Barwell, with stones, eggs and flour” (Katie Davies 2017). It is believed that the local gang would target Fiona and Frankie because of their learning and physical disabilities and would often hang around outside the family home and taunt them by making fun of how Frankie walked and walking on top of the hedge in the front garden (IPCC 2009). According to Katie Davies (2017), over the 10 years of continuous abuse towards Fiona and Frankie, the family had complained 27 times in the space of 3 years that the family asked for help from local authorities, including from the local MP. Surrey Police (2022) states that a repeat victim is someone who has been targeted 2 or more times within a 12-month period. Fiona and Frankie should have been identified by the police as a repeat victim and steps should have been put into place to prevent further incidents occurring and to ensure the safety of the people involved. However, the police at the time failed to identify that all of these calls are connected (James Sturcke 2010) which could have opened up avenues of support for Fiona and her family. In one instance, Fiona phoned the police to report a group of youngsters walking along her hedge in the front garden which was causing her alarm and distress but the operator who took the call simply suggested that she closed the curtains so she could no longer see them (IPCC 2009). No officers were dispatched on that occasion and the matter was not passed on to anyone who could have helped. Once the police establish a pattern of incidents relating to a repeat victim, they have the option to work with other agencies to try and find the best resolution to the issue at hand. In this case, the police could have referred Fiona and her family to the council and social services. The council could have investigated how to reduce the anti-social behaviour and possibly rehousing the family. Social services could have reviewed what measures have been put into place to safeguard the family and potentially offered extra support. Unfortunately, because the police treated the incidents as separate incidents, no pattern was identified and there seemed to be no need to involve any other agencies. Unfortunately, due to the failings of the police and other services, in October 2007 Fiona filled the backseat of her car with clothes, put her daughter who was 18 at the time in the car, drove down the road and set the car on fire killing herself and her daughter. 

Fiona Pilkington and Frankie Pilkington’s horrific death was a shock to the local community. Many people lost trust within the local police as the issues that Fiona was going through, were well known throughout the community and especially on her street. What the public saw was young individuals terrorising a mother and her disabled daughter and the police and council not actually doing anything to prevent or stop it from happening. If there is a severe lack of trust between the community and the police, crime and anti-social behaviour incidents will continue to rise as the police will not know where, when, how or why it is happening. After the IPCC conducted their investigation, they deemed that the police had failed to identify Fiona Pilkington and her family as vulnerable and failed to “provide a cohesive and effective approach” (BBC 2011). If the police worked closely with the local residents in the worst affected areas, they could have gathered intelligence into why, when and how the youths were causing trouble, they could of developed strategies such as increased patrols in hot spot areas and even included other services like the councils to raise awareness of these issues and give the public an easy line of communication for when they become a victim. 

The next case of how crime and anti-social behaviour affects communities is the incident involving George Floyd. George Floyd was a 46-year-old African American male who was arrested and unfortunately died when in police custody on the 25th of May 2020. The incident occurred when George attempted to buy a pack of cigarettes from the shop that he visited frequently. The person who served him believed that George was trying to use a counterfeit $20 bill and insisted that George returned the cigarettes, but George refused in a “drunk” manner and seemed to not fully be in control of his actions (BBC 2020). George left and sat in his car near the shop when two police officers, one of them being Thomas Lane, arrived and approached the car to talk to George. For some reason, Thomas felt the need to draw his weapon and aim in the direction of George and demand that he exited the vehicle.  After a struggle with police officers, George found himself restrained on the floor with Officer Chauin’s knee pinned on his neck. Whilst being pinned to the floor, George could be heard saying that he could not breath approximately 20 times and said to the officer “you’re going to kill me, man” (BBC 2020). George was pinned by his neck for just over 9 minutes when he finally lost consciousness and was pronounced dead at the hospital (A&E Television Networks 2021). 
This incident, where a black man begged the police not to kill him, not only caused problems within the local community, but also across the globe. Groups such as Black Lives Matter protested in major cities across the world which also led to a lot of clashes between the public and the police. According to Stacey Sinclair (2021), within a month of George Floyd’s death, many people around the world started the largest protest in support of the black community since the civil rights movement. Just days after the death of George, a large number of protesters stormed the Minnesota police headquarters demanding justice for his death. During these protests and clashes with police, the police headquarters was set alight and approximately 500 soldiers from the national guard were deployed to work with and protect the fire service during the riots (Chris McGreal 2020). The police responded by trying to contain the rioting, but this led to a lot of officers and protesters getting injured which made the situation worse and soured the relationship between local communities and the police. Tim Walz was quoted saying that this is the time to rebuild “the relationship between law enforcement and those they’re charged to protect” (Chris McGreal 2020). He also suggested that there needs to be a change in how the justice system works which would assure the public that the police want to help. Eventually, the police instigated an investigation into the conduct of the police officers involved in the incident with George Floyd. Officer Chauvin was found guilty and was sentenced a total of 22 years in prison. The other three officers who did not stop Officer Chauvin kneeling on George’s neck have also been found guilty of other offences and are serving sentences in prison (Trone Dowd 2022). 

If the officers involved in the incident took the time to calmly collect the facts from the shop assistant and from George Floyd himself, they may have been able to come to a peaceful resolution. Also, if they identified that the person that they were responsible for was struggling to breath and clearly was in serious distress, they could have taken pre-emptive action and involved medical professionals sooner, prevent any harm to George or his death. If they handled the situation in a better manner, they may have had the community’s support and cooperation in the future but because they handled it poorly, the public will always have trust issues with the police and other local authorities. 

A good example of a local area that suffers from anti-social behaviour is Swansea. According to Crime Rate (2023), Swansea is the worst city in West Glamorgan when it comes to criminal activity. Gorseinon bus station is a good example of having a long-term problem with crime and anti-social behaviour. In Gorseinon, anti-social behaviour has been a consistent problem for the last few years, especially around the bus station in the centre of the town. In 2021, First Cymru bus service instructed all their buses not to stop at Gorseinon to ensure “safety of its staff and bus passengers” (Wales Online 2021). First Cymru went onto say that they were working closely with the local council and the police to make Gorseinon bus station a safer place for its staff and passengers. This did have an impact on the local community as a lot of residents rely on the bus services that pass through Gorseinon. However, after the police developed new and increased patrolling tactics, the buses returned to Gorseinon and public confidence in the police started to increase. 
In February 2022, a young boy aged 14 was stabbed in what appeared to be a gang related incident. The police responded immediately, and the boy was rushed to hospital in a critical state. The police released a statement asking the public for any CCTV from homes or local business and dash camera footage from passing vehicles around the time of the stabbing. Incidents like this obviously have a serious negative impact on the local community. Residents will start to wonder whether or not it is safe for them or their families to leave their homes and then this has a knock-on effect to local businesses who not only have to consider the safety and security of their shops but will also see a fall in foot traffic due to safety concerns. Alongside the request for information, the police received authorisation to put in a section 60 notice for the surrounding area which gave officers the power to stop and search anyone in the local area (ITV News 2022). This is a great tactic to not only make the streets safer, but also demonstrates to the public that the police do act and do prioritise the safety of local residents. 
In May 2021, during a vigil in Mayhill for a local teen who had died, a riot broke out. According to the BBC (2022), the best way to describe the scene was a “warzone” where residents were attacked, homes and businesses were damaged, and cars were set on fire. The news report goes on to say that at least seven families wanted to leave Mayhill as they no longer felt safe. During the attack, thousands of pounds worth of damage was caused to people’s homes, businesses and other belongings and one family in particular has shared footage of cars on fire outside of their family home and projectiles being thrown through the windows and front door. During the footage released by Wales Online, the father can be heard shouting down the phone to the police “they are throwing bricks through my house, I have two children, please come” (Alice Suffield 2021). As soon as the police arrived on scene, they immediately came under attack from rioters throwing items and pushing the police back. It was reported that one police riot van arrived on scene, came under attack and then retreated to safety after a few minutes (ITV News 2022). Although the police have investigated endlessly into the events of the riot and 18 people have been “jailed for a combined total of 83 years and five months” (South Wales Police 2022), because the police did not react quick enough to ensure public safety, there will be a lack of trust between the community of Mayhill and South Wales Police. 
In conclusion, anti-social behaviour and crime can affect local and world-wide communities in several different ways. Events such as the Mayhill Riots in Swansea cost the local community thousands of pounds in damage and led to multiple families leaving. Incidents such as the Gorseinon bus station stabbing of a 14-year-old boy made the local community scared to walk on their own streets and businesses considered leaving Gorseinon because of safety concerns. Cases such as the death of Fiona Pilkington not only shook the local community but also opened the world’s eyes to how serious ASB can become. And the case of George Floyd demonstrated that the police are accountable for their actions and that the police across the world, cannot do their jobs effectively without the trust of their communities. There have been plenty of occasions where the police have failed to conduct their duties and these occasions always have a damaging affect on the trust and cooperation between the public and police officers. It is believed that “the authority of the police derives from the consent and cooperation of the public” (Dom Watts 2023). Over the years, may initiatives to tackle crime and ASB in local communities have been trialled ad tested and it was found that the communities that had “strong council involvement” with support from others such as local councillors and local police, were more successful in dealing with and prevent criminal behaviour (Read and Rogers,2011, p.82).  
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