10 Minute Discussion
Benefits of bilingualism and multilingualism
Hello and welcome to my presentation. My student number is 2216688 and the module code is ECEY4004C. 
To understand the significance of bilingualism and multilingualism. One must first understand what both terms mean. Bilingualism means that a person can use two different languages. Alternatively, multilingualism refers to a person who can use multiple languages. Baker and Wright (2021) confirm that to be bilingual an individual must be able to use two languages and to be multilingual, an individual must be able to use three or more languages. However, NALDIC (2011) noted that defining bilingualism is difficult as bilingualism has alternative meanings to people. 
There are many benefits to being bilingual or multilingual. Children learn language faster than adults. It has been discovered that babies can decipher between two languages just a few months old. Lew-Williams cited in The Daily Mail (2017) found that babies can develop an understanding of two different languages from the age of 20 months. Issa and Hatt (2013) support bilingualism and state that for babies, bilingualism is beneficial. Learning new things get progressively harder the older you get so it is easier for children to learn multiple languages at an earlier age. When a child can use more than one language, they may be able to communicate with more people.  This could be family or friends who may use a different language to the language the child uses daily. Bialystok and Werker (2018) describe how language allows children to form relationships with the world and the people around them. 
Bilingualism and multilingualism have various cognitive advantages. Gaia (2016) supports this view and states that bilingualism has many positive benefits for cognitive development. In addition to this, the view is also supported by Fajkus (2020) who explains that bilingualism furthers cognitive development as it requires children to think harder. Bialystok and Werker (2018) explains that being bilingual furthers cognitive development and understanding of language. Some say that bilingualism and multilingualism progress problem solving skills. Issa and Hatt (2013) explain Bialystok’s findings and state that people who used multiple languages onset of dementia was four years later than those who spoke a used language. 
Although there are many benefits to being bilingual and multilingual some suggest that there are also challenges that arise from this. It is suggested that bilingualism and multilingualism can cause a delay in understanding and acquiring language. Light brown and Spada (2013) say that it is beneficial for children to focus on one language to avoid any confusion and prevent this delay in language. Despite this, Fajkus (2020) explains that the controversy around bilingual children stems from misconception rather than scientific findings. 
There are various economic and employment benefits to children who are bilingual or multilingual. The world is constantly changing and there is a growing need for people to use multiple languages. Garcia (2008) suggests that due to globalization, language should now be more significant in education. Currently over half of the world speak more than one language. Gaia (2016) explains that between 60 and 75% of the world speak more than on language. Due to globalization, employers tend to employ people who can use multiple languages. Bergen (2021) explains that bilingualism is an increasingly desired attribute for workers in the United States. 
Welsh as an Additional language/ English as an additional language.
The Welsh Government (2014) describe WAL as a child who has a first language that is not English or Welsh but is proceeding in education through a Welsh Medium. Clements (2023) explains that EAL means that a child is fluent in a different language that is not English and consequently, that child may need more support. Children with EAL or WAL are typically born in a different country and have parents who speak a different language at home. 
There is a five-stage model of WAL/EAL acquisition proposed by the Welsh Government. The Bell Foundation (no date) describes these as Stage A means that a child is new to either English or Welsh. Stage B mean that a child has early development of the language. Stage c means a child is gaining knowledge, stage d means a child is successful and stage e means a child is completely fluent. However, every child is different and may progress in language quicker than another child. It is also possible for children to develop through the first stages quicker and take a longer amount of time to progress through the later stages. It is also important for practitioners to note that some children will be starting at different stages or may be displaying signs of being in multiple stages at once.  cult
Clements (2023) suggests that EAL pupils often have a difficulty understanding content due to gaps in their understanding of the English language. This could result in pupils taking a longer amount of time to understand academic material and language. To support English as an additional language and Welsh as an additional language, it is beneficial for practitioners to encourage children to continue communicating and use their home language. The rise in accessible technology can be beneficial for children who have English as an additional language. The Bell Foundation (no date) place an emphasis on ICT as a supportive tool for children who have English as an additional language. Translation games or activities can be a fun way for a child to interact and enjoy learning. 
Welsh and English as an additional language can create a barrier for children. It may prevent them from understanding language, norms or values and consequently may have an impact on their ability to make friends. EAL and WAL may not just create hurdles in an educational setting but also a home setting. Children may find it difficult to communicate with their families or express themselves. The Convention of the rights of the child’s article 13 relates to children expressing themselves.  UNICEF (2016) describe article 13 as a child having the right to freely express themself. Children should be able to express themselves as they desire, and practitioners should be encouraged to support children and give them the confidence to do this. Lindon (2012) supports this view and explains that all children have their own cultural identity and should feel positively about themselves. 
It is viewed that speaking Welsh is a big part of Welsh culture. According to Howarth (2022) Wales is a country that promotes its language and culture. In the early years, Welsh language is used to show an insight into Welsh culture through the mediums of art, poetry, and literature. According to the Conwy and Denbighshire Public Service Board (2021) Welsh language is a vital part of Welsh culture despite it being a minority language in Europe. There is an importance placed upon ethnic minorities to be included and be a part of Welsh culture. Lindon (2012) states that to be an effective early years practitioner, one should support cultural diversity. Inclusivity is vital in an early year setting as it is important for all children to feel they are respected and valued. According to Cultural learning alliance (2017) culture promotes health and children progress more in settings that indulge in culture. It is beneficial to also consider that learning Welsh promotes inclusivity for those who are fluent Welsh speakers. Social care Wales (2023) states that using Welsh ensures that everyone is included and ensures no one is isolated for speaking their preferred language. Being bilingual in Welsh and English allows children to communicate in either language. According to Social care Wales (2023) Welsh policy and legislation enforces the idea that English is not the assumed language. Both languages should be offered so people are not pushes to using either one. Being bilingual in Wales is therefore beneficial as Welsh language policy and legislation ensures all services are in both Welsh and English. 
Divergent thinking
Divergent thinking is process used to make creative ideas. Ken Robinson (2016) defines divergent thinking as the way in which an induvial can create multiple answers to single problem or question. It is suggested that play enables divergent thinking to take place. Divergent thinking typically relates to a child’s brain development as it is included in a child’s cognitive processing. Divergent thinking develops one’s ability to problem solve. Marian and Shook (2012) suggests that bilinguals have better concentration and multitasking abilities due to their ability to switch between two different languages. Bilingualism assists in finding solutions to various problems. Kharkhurin (2008) supports the view that bilinguals are better are multitasking than monolinguals. Xia, An and Guo (2022) suggests that bilingualism has been shown to allow room for creativity. Kharkhurin (2008) concluded that people who can speak multiple languages perform better during divergent thinking activities but did not find that they are more creative. Divergent thinking also relates to the holistic view of the child as 
Early Years frameworks 
Wales is a bilingual country. Gorrara. et al. (2020) explains that Welsh and English hold equal status in Wales. Gorrara et al. (2020) discusses the 2022 Draft curriculum for Wales and says it combines the bilingual benefits of living in Wales and the advantages of also being multilingual. Cummins (2010) argues that only a small number of immigrant students experience bilingualism in their education. The Welsh Government (2020) describe the 2011 Welsh Language Measure as the new framework for the use of Welsh language. The measure gave the Welsh language an official status in Wales and insists the Welsh language should be treated the same as the English language. The Welsh Parliament (2022) also explain that the 2011 Welsh Language Measure gives the Commissioner power to investigate accusations of mistreatment towards Welsh speakers. Consequently, this may give Welsh speakers the courage to discuss any mistreatment towards them. 
Thank you for listening. Do you have any questions?
