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When entering the play, I had no idea what to expect to see and got rather confused when seeing the ancient Greek and or Elizabethan type of set, that was the feeling I got from it as a whole; it was clear it was in the past, but I could not exactly tell when. As the play went on it became a lot more apparent what their goal was in looking at love through the ages starting with the Romans to today's modern age. It was interesting to see how each actor would perform each time, whilst still making it relevant, especially with their running joke with the characters getting their phones out looking to hook up with someone on a tinder-style dating app; which would start and end each scene, I found this surprisingly effective considering they were keeping it in the different periods with the joke working every time. I was interested in on how the actors created these characters, what methods they used to further their performance; I asked one of the actors on what methods they used which he responded with saying “We used clowning especially the transitions, the intros and the outros. Yeah, clowning played a huge part; we had a whole session dedicated to just to getting in that type of mind set” (Said by J. Makepease) which was interesting and quite noticeable as he mentioned it with the highly expressive gestures during each scene change getting the tinder app out, with over exaggerate the movements on the characters finding someone to date which I found rather comical, alongside that he mentioned using methods of Jaque Lecoq which when mentioning it became a lot more apparent and I seemed to notice especially at the end when they were showing how love has evolved to a being constantly stuck to the screen, that premise was very interesting in a rather comedically play, showing that we are all so desperate for love we contently look at our screens when really we should be seeking it in the real world and using Lecoq’s laws of motion which I think I seemed to pick up on it enhanced the ending so much. Mentioning the set again was interesting because it is minimalistic in the design of it and changes the set entirely on the period, making it different in scenes with it in one point the set is a toilet from ancient Greek and without many changes, it transforms into the globe when we get transported to the Elizabethan theatre. Overall, the BA Acting final year performance was a great play to watch and I was constantly laughing throughout the entire play, with its different jokes ranging from being straight up on the nose or jokes where you had to look in; it was high energy and for it not having an interval had great pacing and is a play I would love to see again.
