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Assumptions

 Common reading of the Chinese bronze age: 

humans and spirits were seen as continuous 

and as being harmoniously linked;

 Bronze age was formative period of Chinese 

history → continuity between human and 

divine realms continued throughout Chinese 

history

 Are these assumptions true?



Mircea Eliade

“Mountains are often looked on as the place 

where sky and earth meet, a ‘central point’ 

therefore, the point through which the Axis 

Mundi goes, a region impregnated with the 

sacred, a spot where one can pass from one 

cosmic zone to another.” (Elide, Patterns in 

Comparative Religion, p. 99-100)



K.C. Chang, Art, Myth, and Ritual, p.54.



Julia Ching, Mysticism and Kingship in 

China, p. xi.

Argues that Chinese civilization came together 
because of a shared inspiration, namely

“that the human being is open to the divine and the 
spiritual, attuned to the divine and the spiritual, and 
desirous of becoming one with the divine and the 
spiritual. I am here referring to the familiar adage 
that describes the harmony underlining Chinese 
thought and civilization: Heaven and humanity are 
one – tianren heyi (literally Heaven and the human 
being join as one).”



Julia Ching, Mysticism and Kingship in China, p. 

xi.

→ Ecstatic experience between the shaman and the deity constitutes the 

primeval experience of Chinese culture, later correlative thinking is 

expression of this experience. The experience as such is universal; Chinese 

distinctiveness less in its remembrance of the experience.



David Keightley, “The Religious Commitment”.



David Keightley, “The Religious Commitment”

 positive relationship between Shang religious belief 
and later bureaucratic conceptions

 Keigthley argues that “the high value that later 
Chinese placed on bureaucratic organization was 
partly an unintended consequence, not of the anxieties 
caused by fear of the ancestral dead, but of the way in 
which those anxieties were assuaged.”

 Bureaucratic reaction was China's "stay against 
confusion“ → religious faith in the validating efficacy 
of classification, hierarchy, number, and contract 
persisted even after Shang religious belief had 
receded.



Poo Mu-chou, In Search of Personal Welfare, p. 

28.

Humans and deities are seen as continuous.



bin 賓 (entertainment/hosting) Ritual
Crack-making on jiachen (day 41), Que divined: “The next yisi day we 

will perform the you ritual to Father Yi with a penned sheep.” Use.

Divined: “Cheng (K1) will be a guest to Di.”

Divined: “Cheng (K1) will not be a guest to Di.”

Divined: “Da Jia (K3) will be a guest to Cheng (K1).” 

Divined: “Da Jia (K3) will not be a guest to Cheng (K1).” 

Crack-making on jiachen (day 41), Que divined: “Xia Yi (K20) will be 

a guest to [Cheng (K1)].” 

Divined: “Xia Yi (K20) will not be a guest to Cheng (K1).”

Divined: “Xia Yi (K20) ... to Di.” 

Divined: “Xia Yi (K20) will not be a guest to Di.” 

Divined: “Da Jia (K3) will be a guest to Di.” 

Divined: “Da [Jia (K3)] will not be a guest to Di.”
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Thank you for listening!

感谢大家!

Dr Thomas Jansen

Contact e-mail: t.jansen@uwtsd.ac.uk
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