Online defence – Part 2 

Whilst doing a research proposal, reflection is the key to a good a researcher (Taylor., Sinha., Ghoshal., 2006). Reflecting on your own work is a crucial element when doing any sort of research be it qualitative or quantitative. Whilst reflecting on my own ethical considerations it has made me more aware that there is a lot of ethical views I must consider when undertaking a research project involving children and young people, but also I’ve concluded that there are some research topics that need to addressed along the way. 

One of my addresses is the question and how it has been written, I wrote it in a very simple way that didn’t conduct what was meant by it and the style of writing wasn’t the academic enough a research and therefore I’ve decided to re word my title in a way where it explains more clearly and justifies itself in more of a way than what it was. My new question is now “To explore the personal and social benefits of young people with Additional learning needs and their engagement in a non-school setting” this makes the question clearer and connects to my aims and objectives of the research.  

My second address that I felt that I needed to look at was the way of collecting data. My initial ideal was to use a questionnaire as it was a qualitative way of collecting data and a simple way of being able to ask the parents as well as the children the questions. As suggested by Guldenmund (2007) a questionnaire would only work with a large group of people with over 100 people to have a substantial answer and therefore a questionnaire wouldn’t be the best option to collect data and therefore I will be evaluating the ethical considerations as outlined by BERA (2011) and looking what would be the best way to collect data for the research. 

After evaluating my research proposal and reading the ethical guidelines and, the Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice by the UWTSD (2019) I hadn’t considered what risks I would be under and what risks are there for the participants, and have concluded that there are a few but not many the biggest risk that I face is that the identity of the young people does not get found out as the young people’s are all form different back grounds including the fostering system, adoption and social services, this has made me more aware that the values and respect must be there for the young peoples and their families. 

After considering all the benefits and negatives throughout the reflection I have been made aware how challenging creating a research proposal on children and how many ethical guidelines you must consider before during and after the research. I feel after and during the research I will be more confident in myself to deliver a more beneficial aspect of learning to the young people in a non-school environment.
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