Getting an image from a URL


Rather than storing a picture locally in the app, there may be occasions when we want to grab an image from the web (it might be stored on our own webspace, or it might be an image that is changed periodically, and therefore we don’t want our users to keep updating their app software in the iTunes store in order to see it. 

For example, let’s say we wanted to use the University logo which is located at:

http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/style-assets/images/uwtsd-logo.png

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

(Note: Some websites have .htaccess files enabled to prevent “hotlinking” of images, so it’s best to do this only with images that you know are OK for public use, or are owned by you and hosted on your own webspace.)

1. First set up a project and put an Image View on Main.storyboard:

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-10-19 12.59.11.png]



2. Connect it to your ViewController.swift as usual:

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-10-19 12.59.16.png]

I have called mine MyImage.

3. In the ViewController.swift, add some code to the viewDidLoad() as follows:


[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-10-19 13.13.47.png]


(or in a more complex application, whatever function you want it to be in)

The above code used NSURL to convert the URL to a usable string, then the data gets the contents of the image.




4. However, when we run the app, there is a problem!

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-10-19 13.04.58.png]

This is a security problem.

By default, Apple insist that any URLs used should be https-based (secure). However, SSL is not always enabled on our webhosting. If this is the case, we can circumvent this by editing the project’s Info.plist. You’ll find it in the left-hand window:

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-04-15 12.50.10.png]




5. Right-click on the right-hand window and select “Add Row”

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-04-15 12.51.50.png]


6. Set the title of the new row as “App Transport Security Settings”

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-04-15 12.52.02.png]

7. Click on the “+” and type in “Allow Arbitrary Loads”

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-04-15 12.53.56.png]

8. Use the arrows to set the Boolean to YES

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-04-15 12.54.34.png]



9. When you run your app now, you should see that the image loads correctly:

[image: C:\Users\sc-gt\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2016-04-15 12.55.53.png]
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