This is an analysis of the methods of promoting and ensuring quality above the statutory requirements is being met. 
Quality assurance (QA) is a powerful means to improve the effectiveness of education and at the centre of quality assurance are school self-evaluation and development planning processes. these processes are not sufﬁcient for ensuring improvement. They need to be part of a fully ﬂedged quality assurance system in which the national education authorities create the conditions and provide the support for performance improvement by schools (United Nations Educational, Scientiﬁc and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2005). Self Assessment of Service Statement (SASS) provides comprehensive quality of care assessment of how best to create, maintain and improve the setting, the children’s learning and development, as well as assessing the management. By using another scale, alongside the SASS, to assess the standards and quality they will corroborate each other. Providing parents stakeholders and potential clients a comprehensive view of the services provided. The National Minimum standards 2015 are a guide to providing services expected but the setting should be striving to achieve above and beyond the minimum standards. Care Services Inspectorate Wales (CSIW) monitors services provided by educational settings to ensure they are meeting the standards laid out. The services are monitored and assessed to provide standard of education and care which falls in line with new government policies well-being of future generations act 2105 and prosperity for all 2018. All standard guidelines follow adhere to the legislation laid out by government that promotes health, well-being, education and care and the development of the child and the adult (Britto et al., 2017). Obtaining a quality assurance mark or certificate provides the setting with the proof of standard, this in turn assures parents and stakeholders that the setting is striving to achieve.
One system to assess the standards are not an adequate tool as it will not give a full comprehensive view about the setting, the children, and the interactions of the adults. There is so much to consider when assessing the setting and how and why it provides the services that it does? how do the children benefit from the learning and is it of a good standard that promotes the holistic development of children? The children’s learning relies on the focus of a curriculum, decent resources and the interactions of adults that promote and encourage a higher order of thinking. Policies that are in place to aid the settings to further their role in encouraging children to become independent, self-assured and confident in their ability, which ensures that children reach their full potential at each stage of development through to post education. Early interactions are key to provide children with the cognitive skills required to achieve. The effective provision of pre-school education EPPE, effective provision of pre-school to secondary education EPPSE, researching effective pedagogy in early years REPEY, these research papers identified that sustained shared thinking was the factor that made the setting high quality, the interactions between the adult and child provided to be the quality needed to provide a service of benefit to the child.  And that focus of high standard of education at early years level was provided, then the children would achieve a high standard post education and later (foundationyears.org.uk, ). However, Rogers and Rose, 2007, say that although early education appears to be beneficial to children’s education, if the setting is not adequate for them and their needs they will not reach their full potential. The setting could be the most amazing highly resourced setting but if the interactions from the adults are poor and the focus task does not challenge the children in a way as to develop higher thinking skills, then what would be the point of having the wonderful resources? The SSTEW scale is an Environment Rating Scale (ERS) – a tool to assess quality in Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC). It is designed to measure and promote practice that supports children in developing skills in sustained shared thinking (SST) and emotional well-being (EW – SSTEW). It supports the development of strong relationships, effective communication, self-regulation and concept development. The practice of sustained shared thinking is not always about the use of language but is about the connections made by the adult and the child. The adult may model and will support and guide the child’s learning in relation Vygotsky and Piaget shared support and development by exploring, modelling, questioning, explaining. The connections made are more than just putting out a fabulous activity but the adult needs to be a part of the activity, guiding the child’s learning (birthtosevenmatters.org.uk, 2018). In this respect the SSTEW scale is ideal as it assesses the children’s well-being as well as their development and education in relation to the adult’s role. It also gives guidance and approaches that may be beneficial to the setting (ndna.org.uk, 2018).  The children’s experiences while in the setting have a bearing on how the child learns and how they interact with others throughout their educational life (nurseryworld, 2015). National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 2016 publishes quality standards and reviews them annually to ensure that a good standard of service is being realised by the settings. A high standard of care and nurture, with focus on well-being, provided in a pre-school setting, with good quality home school links will support the child’s educational attainment. The better the child’s self-image, self-esteem, behaviour, confidence and understanding of the world therefore the healthier their well-being becomes. The responsibility of early education starts at home with the parents and once in school the development of the child is the responsibility of the system, pre-school education falls upon private sectors. This gap could be the responsibility of both the community and the system to ensure smooth transition as well as high standards of education and care (European commission, 2018). These principles follow the practice of Reggio Emilia and Te Wheriki. Richter et al., 2017 agree that the responsibilities of childhood education and care falls on all sectors to ensure the holistic development of children. However, they also say that to meet the needs of the health of children there needs to be improved links between health providers and families to ensure children are given the best possible start. Without the extra money to ensure the nurturing care is built on good health and nutrition. Independent review of childcare and early education registration, regulation and inspection 2014, this policy was designed to provide all children in Wales the opportunity to access quality education. The policy reviews the services and practices by non-maintained and maintained education facilities, including child minders, flying start and day care.
Siraj Blatchford and Manni 2007, writes that the EPPE study found the quality of the home learning environment has a greater effect on the intellectual and social development of the child than any other influence including the parental background. Further to this the leadership of the setting requires all staff to develop professionally to maintain high standards of practice. Times are changing so quickly and settings along with legislation needs to keep pace with these changes. By adhering to these changes staff are required to develop professionally to ensure they are aware of the changes so that they can deliver the high standard of education (UNESCO, 2005). As part of legal requirements there must be disclosure and barring service (DBS) checks for all adults working in the setting before commencing employment and safeguarding and child protection training are mandatory as informed by HM Government 2015. Welsh Government suggests that multi agency working is a key tool in providing high quality services that incorporate the structure and support network of the setting, the families and agencies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Settings providing services for children’s education and development should be able to allow the children access to learning environments that are stimulating and fun, with adult support which encourages children to work collaboratively and independently. The adults role should be to provide guidance and support to the child to achieve their potential. Ideally strong links with agencies and families should be in place to encourage active involvement form the parents, carers and agencies to ensure the service provided is supported at home. The scales, assessments and montioring of settings ensures that these services are of high standard so that children’s learning and development is achieved.
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