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                                   Assignment 1 (40%) 1,500-word report 
Choose a key change in education practice as a result of reform. Report on its impact on                                                learning.

The Butler Education Act of 1944 and its impact on learning.

































Executive Summary
This report will focus on the Butler Education Act of 1944 and how it led to the introduction of the Tripartite schooling system. In addition to those features, this report is centred around the impact they had on the process of learning in schools. 

Introduction 
The purpose of education has been under debate for centuries, some think it’s a form of social control, which was true during the 1800’s when the masses need stimulation. Schools and museums were set up to control the population and tempt their minds with alternatives to alcoholism and public altercations such as fighting or rioting. Others say education is an investment in the future, what type however ignites more debate. Is it to produce an effective work force or to craft a generation with certain ideals on social and political matters for profit?[footnoteRef:1] These purposes were aided in accomplishment when the Butler Education Act of 1944 made Secondary education free to all, giving each child an equal chance to learn and advance their possibility of success in adult life. This act saw the introduction of the Tripartite System where children were placed in either Grammar, Technical or Secondary Modern schools depending on the results of the 11 plus test which each child sat. Each school had a varied educational diet but the system was classed as the “defining moment in the history of modern education”[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  Michael Oakeshott Fifty Modern Thinkers on Education: From Piaget to the Present (London: Routledge 2001) p. 47]  [2:  Steve Bartlett& Diana Burton Introduction to Education Studies (London: SAGE 2016) p. 83] 


Grammar Schools
Passing the 11 plus test meant you attended a Grammar school, during its era roughly 25% were accepted and found a higher form of education, which was notably relatively low.[footnoteRef:3] The school followed a similar curriculum as public schools but added subjects like Latin and Classics for its own purpose of enjoyment and student capability. Students were encouraged to strive for higher education such as university and thus intellectual professions such as professors, scientists, doctors etc. Classes were small and therefore more manageable, children were given the best equipment money could buy as the schools drew masses of positive media coverage and were therefore better funded.  [3:  Manning& Pischke Comprehensive versus Selective Schooling in England in Wales:  What Do We Know? (London: School of Economics 2006) p. 7] 


Secondary Schools 
Those who failed the 11 plus test were placed into either Technical or Secondary Modern schools. The curriculum was basic, teaching Literacy, Numeracy and practical skills such as wood and metal work. Students were pushed towards becoming an unskilled/ semi-skilled workforce with no likelihood of any pupils advancing to university. A noticeable reoccurrence highlighted in 2000 by Gillborn and Youdell suggested the ‘organizational mechanisms’ created lower ability groups of mainly black and working-class children. A similar theory was put forward by Darling- Hammond in 1994 referring to the tracking system in America, it heavily undermined the pluralistic views of education that had been formed.[footnoteRef:4] The harmful process of socialization to create a workforce or a generation with “correct” political and social attitudes was an “extrinsic purpose for an intrinsic end”.[footnoteRef:5] Most children left Secondary school and found work in manual labour such as carpentry and factory work. [4:  Steve Bartlett& Diana Burton Education Studies: Essential Issues (London: SAGE 2003) p. 43-44]  [5:  Oakeshott, Fifty Modern Thinkers on Education: From Piaget to the Present, p. 47] 

Successes 
Successes of the Tripartite system were that it was easier to teach lower variance classes because focus could be applied to the ability level of certain groups, it was a strong belief that students of all abilities benefitted from the selection process as their needs were specifically and effectively met.[footnoteRef:6] All children attending school were educated, to different degrees yes but still knowledgeable enough to leave school and go into a job that gave them wages to build a life on.  [6:  Manning& Pischke, Comprehensive versus Selective Schooling in England in Wales: What Do We Know? p. 5] 


Failures 
However, the system was criticized as Grammar schools were seen as superior and middle-class children were pressured by their families to achieve a place there. Working-class children were under disadvantage as the more able groups benefitted from positive peer effects where they bounced ideas and knowledge off each other, whereas the lower groups did not. Although there is little evidence to support this case it is not a stretch of the imagination to accept. The argument was put forward that the eventual ability levels of an individual were impossible to predict at 11 years old, due to this some end up on the wrong track for middle to low level ability children. Rosenthal& Jacobson (1968) theorised a “Self-fulfilling prophecy” where the teacher’s expectations of the group were met and no further success was attempted.[footnoteRef:7] By this standard education boards were wilfully depriving youths of their rightful inheritance as human beings for equal education.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Bartlett& Burton, Education Studies: Essential Issues, p. 44]  [8:  Oakeshott, Fifty Modern Thinkers on Education: From Piaget to the Present, p. 47] 


Comprehensive Schools 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Education is a standardizing relation between a particular person and values, upon this interpretation, education covers all variations of principles and therefore does not assign a privileged status to one type over the other in accordance with the distribution of schooling.[footnoteRef:9] The change to Comprehensive schools was made due to dissatisfaction with selection at local levels, they were created to play down the effects of class between the pupils. However, selection continued in Comprehensives based on Mathematics and English capability separating children into sets.[footnoteRef:10]  [9:  Jean Piaget, Fifty Modern Thinkers on Education: From Piaget to the Present, p. 40]  [10:  Bartlett& Burton, Education Studies: Essential Issues, p. 43] 


Future Impacts 
The future impacts of the Tripartite system are bodies are still competing for placement in the organisation and under the diversity of selection. The Independent stated it is now a “system of winners and losers”, the establishment has now turned its values towards getting the brightest children the best grades in order to make the school look superior and more effective than others.[footnoteRef:11] Due to the Education Reform Act of 1988, parents now choose the school their child will attend based on the League Table of exam results for the previous years.[footnoteRef:12] Selection has ironically been flipped from particular students to the schools themselves but effects are still largely felt in the current era. [11:  Alina Polianskaya. ‘Education reforms causing greater inequality in schools, major study finds’, The Independent, July 1st 2018. Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/coalition-education-reforms-inequality-schools-study-government-criticism-a8425686.html]  [12:  Bartlett& Burton, Education Studies: Essential Issues, p. 45] 




Conclusion
Overall, the Butler Education Act was a success in that it did supply free education to all children but it subjected them to a process of selection based on class that defined the rest of their adult lives. The 11 plus test was make or break for those children, it was their future and decided what profession they would likely end up in. It was an unfair process when you account for the possibility that an extremely intelligent child might struggle with written exams and end up in a lower level capability class as a result. As for its physical impact on education the “self-fulfilling prophecy” became apparent, children in Secondary schools were not encouraged to strive for more, they were instead educated to the basic level and then left to plutoe. With regards to future impact, schools are still falling victim to the process of selection but it is now the parents doing the picking and choosing based on past performances. Ironically children are still being placed in schools based on performance in exams. 
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