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ABSTRACT
As an employee of a company operating within the built environment sector, I have decided to register with a professional body within the built environment sector. I am going to write a report for the managing director to highlight how and why it is important for myself and other colleagues to join any professional bodies, and I will emphasis how that will improve the health and safety records. 
My findings and knowledge are taken from online websites and I will reference and record all my findings accordingly.
The main findings about this report were the benefits involved in joining and how it helps you in many aspects of your career and also the companies benefit.






















As an employee for a Surveyor that operates within the built environment sector’ I took it upon myself to join a professional body within my sector for a number of reasons which I will talk about shortly but now I will give a brief description about a professional body and the purpose of them. 
To be a professional body, you have to work for an organisation within a specific sector. These professional bodies ensure that construction professionals withhold up to date standards of training and ethics. You can also find routes within these professional bodies to become fully chartered within the sector you work in.

Established in 1868, The Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) was the most obvious and relevant body I chose to register for. As an independent representative professional body, it regulates over 118,000 construction and property professionals worldwide.
This professional body provides may education and training standards including the internationally renowned ‘The APC’. The APC is a written submission and professional interview that will increase our status within the surveyor sector. It covers 160 specialties from construction to valuation and waste management. 
There are six grades of membership - Graduate, Associate, Senior Professional, Adaptation, Academic and Affiliate.
(https://www.sheffcol.ac.uk/media/editor/TSC%20Civil%20Engineering%20Pre-induction%20activities%20Professional%20Bodies.pdf, P1 and 2)

RICS is a globally recognised professionally body. All the members in this body have the same starting qualification as all of us in the surveying industry and there are many members that have higher qualifications. The importance of joining this sort of professional body is that you can talk to like wise individuals about any queries you have regarding work if you are unsure about a certain thing in work. The guidelines that are used in our industry are set by this professional body so we will always know which regulations and standards we must work by as it is somewhat common that people in our industry will be ensure of some aspects of our job role.

[bookmark: _Int_iUTqS3Vx]You cannot just join this professional body, you have to meet certain requirements regarding education and experience levels. The base requirement to be met is two years’ experience in surveying and some related higher education and from that you will become a potential ‘AssocRICS’ member. This level of joining requirement is the difference between have chancers as members and knowledgeable members. This I found to be extremely useful as some bodies and institutes would accept anyone just to raise member numbers and thus allowing anyone and everyone to be a part of it.
I have a lot of faith knowing that if I have any sort of query or question that needs answering then I can always to turn to RICS to seek out relevant advice or answers knowing that the answers I receive or find will be correct. Also, this will give me courage to speak up and ask any questions that I may have, or I am very sure that I will find answers on RICS website/literature from libraries.


There are other requirements needed if you wanted to have a higher membership status and I will detail them below:
Charter Member MRICS – five years of experience and a bachelor’s degree, ten years of experience at a higher level or relevant experience and a RICS accredited degree.
RICS Fellow FRICS – must do anything and everything possible to show the organisations commitment to the public interest. This is the hardest and most difficult accreditation to receive but once you get it you would have shown that you are competent and have the maximum amount of knowledge regarding surveying.

Information taken from ‘https://www.investopedia.com/terms/r/royal-institution-of-chartered-surveyors-rics.asp’

My decision to join this body had been in my mind for sometime but what cemented it and made me take the steps to signing up were from looking at the website and in particular reading through the section ‘benefits of a RICS qualification’ ‘https://www.rics.org/uk/surveying-profession/join-rics/benefits-of-rics-membership/’. There are many key points there that have made me realise how beneficial this membership would be to any individual and company and I will talk about these now. 
· You can develop your expertise as a member and thus in return will make your earning potential grow by an average £16,000 compared to non-members.
· As RICS is a global organisation, you can have a network that spans globally. You can explore latest trends and seek new opportunities by attending events in any part of the world, webinars, and also social media channels.
· Enhancing your skills through membership will lead to new employability opportunities. There are a range of over 800 courses to enhance your skills through globally recognised specialisms.
· Having a voice is something this organisation stresses about. You can have your say with regular market surveys and industry leading consultations regarding the surveying profession and other topics such as fighting money laundering.
· Professional standards and ethics are demonstrated due to undergoing membership requirements which enable you to build business relationships based on trust, honesty, and integrity. 
· Broaden your horizons and way of thinking through expert advice which is at the heart of the industry.
Becoming a member of this organisation does come at a cost but the benefits to becoming a member are listed above but there is also another element that becoming a member does indicate – the health and safety status of yourself and company. Obtaining this membership status would also show that you are competent in your field of work thus also indicating that you mainly or fully understand your role and most/every aspect involved around it including the health and safety element of it. In any company or organisation, health and safety are the key aspect to actually performing your job role in a professional manner. Members of RICS have illustrated that they are up to date with knowledge regarding their role and/or if they are not then they would seek relevant advice to be up to date. 
Lastly in this report I am going to reiterate and answer questions such as; 
Why join
Who can join
Where to join
When to join
What to join for 
How to join

The reason to join is to become fully recognised in your field of work, to enhance your knowledge and career prospects, undertake relevant recognised courses and mainly to have a voice and keep up to date with latest trends.
People who are industry related and qualified can join, the joining process is on the ‘RICS’ website and comes at a cost but I personally believe it is well worth it in order to have relevant status in our industry as surveyors.
Personally, I would urge other people in our field of work who are non-members to join as soon as they can as they will be able to have access to all these benefits and many more throughout their working lives.
Also joining a professional body such as RICS would give you a real sense of achievement, a well-deserved morale boost. It makes you feel like after studying and working hard in your field of work has finally paid off and other members would be able to rejoice in your achievement as they know all too well what it took achieve this membership.



	Name:  Inderdeep Singh Sidhu

	Job role and responsibilities:   Quantity surveyor and my responsibilities include keeping a close eye on finances by providing reports within the construction industry and maintaining contractual relationships with clients, contractors, and sub-contractors.


	Review of learning needs 
	Development plan 

	Reference 
	In what area do I need to improve my performance? 
 
	What do I need to learn to achieve this? 
	What will I do to achieve this? 
	What are the likely resources and support that I will need? 
	How will I evaluate a successful outcome? 

	 
	 If I am totally honest, I could do with improvement in all aspects of my role. I am far from perfect, but I do realise that understanding information is a bit of a weakness for myself. I find myself having to read over information many times before I actually fully understand it and even then, I do not completely understand it.
	 There are a couple of things I need to learn such as not rushing the work that is in front of me. I can also go back to past university notes or even look at websites and go over relevant topics again that I struggle with.
	 The main thing I can do to achieve this is to take my time and read through and understand things. I find myself rushing through information which then overloads my brain and then makes understanding information quite difficult.
	 The likely resources and support I will use to help me through this are mainly myself to be honest. I need to control the speed at which I read information and slow down. I could also turn to other professionals within my sector for help and guidance and the never-ending internet is an incredibly reliable source to help me with information if I am stuck. 
	 I will evaluate the successful outcome by seeing how many times I have to go over information before I can fully understand it. But the main thing I need to do is to take my time and stop rushing










