Avebury; Not just Stonehenge’s Little Sibling: 

Avebury is a single part of the greater Salisbury Plains which contains many henges, megaliths and barrows. Avebury is not the most well known of all of Salisbury Plains landscapes but it contains many assemblages that aid in our understanding of the history and culture of the people who built it[footnoteRef:1]. The historical documentation and methodologies used at Avebury can aid in learning about what the site may have truly been used for.  [1:  Avebury Archaeological & Historical Research Group (AAHRG). Archaeological Research Agenda for the 
Avebury World Heritage Site. (Salisbury: Trust for Wessex Archaeology Ltd, 2001) 1. ] 


Landscape History; Documentation, Environmental, and Social Factors:

In Europe, Avebury is the largest Neolithic site and contains a variety of other monuments[footnoteRef:2]. The area of Avebury itself is comprised of a large henge with one stone circle on the inside; along with many stone avenues on the outskirts that lead to other important monuments such as Silbury Hill and West Kennet Long Barrow. Within the henge contains two sets of megalithic circles. Many of these stones from the circle are no longer there additionally with the stone on the outskirts of the henge; luckily over time and through historical documents, cement land makers have been put in place of where the stone would have been. Avebury itself is around 22.5 square km and became a UNESCO site combined with Stonehenge and others in 1986 for it’s known universal value[footnoteRef:3].   [2:  Prepared by the historic buildings and monuments commission for England on behalf of the 
department of environment. World Heritage Convention, Cultural Properties: U.K. Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites. (November 28, 1996) http://www.stonehengeandaveburywhs.org/assets/Nomination-Document-COMPLETE.pdf 5.]  [3:  Avebury Archaeological & Historical Research Group (AAHRG). Archaeological Research Agenda for the 
Avebury World Heritage Site. 1.] 


The history of Avebury has been mixed throughout the centuries. As is was supposedly "discovered" by John Aubery but it was not until William Stukeley began to work on the site to properly record it during 1719-24 where there was a more complete record of the archaeological features such as the avenues and the Sanctuary[footnoteRef:4]. From Stukeley to the present there has been intense documentation and excavations at Avebury. Out of this has come a variety of things including the discovery of tools during 1912[footnoteRef:5]. After Stukeley, Alexander Keiller an archaeologist came to Avebury. He had landownership of Avebury and excavated there. Keiller brought Avebury to what it is today and discovered many things there[footnoteRef:6]. He then later donated the land to the National Trust, which operates to this day with the aid of English Heritage.  [4:  Gillings, Mark. Landscape of the Megaliths: Excavation and Fieldwork on the Avebury Monuments, 
1997-2003. (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2010. Ebook) The Legacy of Research and How it Shaped the Project. ]  [5:    Avebury Archaeological & Historical Research Group (AAHRG). Archaeological Research Agenda for 
the Avebury World Heritage Site. 5.]  [6:  Gillings, Mark. Landscape of the Megaliths: Excavation and Fieldwork on the Avebury Monuments, 
1997-2003. The Legacy of Research and How it Shaped the Project.] 


The idea of this structure existing and surviving to this day proves to just how much their society is different from our current one. For all parts of Avebury to have been built would mean that there would have had to have been an intensely organized social structure that was stratified. Different levels involved in the building process would include the physical builders and foremen and engineers. The number of man hours put in would be in the high thousands. Having such a large societal building being made means that a common purpose such as religion or recreational use would need to be in place. Although there seems to be more evidence pointing towards it having a religious or ritualistic function then for recreational use. Communication would have to have been great in order to complete the job. The henge was also built in many phases like Stonehenge; leading one to believe that the common purpose of the structure was passed down from generation to generation to complete it. We must take into consideration that because the site is old and people have been using it for centuries, what we see may not be remotely close to how it was intended or used before.  

When it comes to questions about conservation and preservation does Avebury meet its goals? Historically, there was a town built in the middle of the henge degrading it in the process, but as time goes on does the village further affect its integrity? The same goes for tourism, does it affect the integrity of the rocks as tourists are allowed into the area and are able to touch them. Another question raised is why people can touch these rocks and not at Stonehenge, is it because they are less likely to fall on top of someone. Not only has Avebury been a historically and archaeologically rich site but it has captured the hearts of the people and culture by its enchanting aura. As per figure three, Paul Nash has captured the mystery behind Avebury perfectly. The presents Avebury brings to people is not the only thing it has to offer. 

Methodologies:

Proper methods are important to have especially for an ancient monument like Avebury. There are many methods used at the site to discover a variety of things at the site. The most important for investigating the topography would be aerial photos. A team from the national mapping programme has investigated the aerial photos, for with these photos they discovered land features that would be impossible to see with the naked eye[footnoteRef:7]. These photos express the size and scale of the site. Not only do aerial photos allow to see certain things one may not be able to on land, but lidar is also just as important. Lidar allows for a more in-depth understanding of the area. It shows more than just the surface layer, but layers underneath unveiling where previous buildings or other architecture may have been. As for figure four the image displays where old farm plots may have, the old stone circles, and how the fields are ploughed. Another method is a geophysical survey proceeded by machine stripping[footnoteRef:8].  [7:     Avebury Archaeological & Historical Research Group (AAHRG). Archaeological Research Agenda for 
the Avebury World Heritage Site. 2.]  [8:  Gillings, Mark. Landscape of the Megaliths: Excavation and Fieldwork on the Avebury Monuments, 
1997-2003. The Legacy of Research and How it Shaped the Project. ] 


The dates available for Avebury are not based on carbon dating but come from pottery found in the area which roughly dates to 2500 B.C.E.[footnoteRef:9]. This is not a good way of dating a whole place because that pottery may have been brought over from other places and do not accurately represent the actual date of construction. Using this method of dating a site only works for relative dating; by using an object to determine the age of a site means that the site can be no younger than the object. When dating sites, one must take all aspects of the site in. Whether that be dating multiple types of artifacts like pottery and tools and creating a medium age range from that. Out of all the artifacts found in Avebury there have been no Palaeolithic human remains found[footnoteRef:10]. Which makes one wonder where did all the people go? Did they lose interest in the area or were they forced out by the climate or other people from warfare? So many questions about the people or the area are still unanswered and probably will always be that way.   [9:  Prepared by the historic buildings and monuments commission for England on behalf of the 
department of environment. World Heritage Convention, Cultural Properties: U.K. Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites. 5.]  [10:     Avebury Archaeological & Historical Research Group (AAHRG). Archaeological Research Agenda for 
the Avebury World Heritage Site. 5.] 


Although a variety of methods have been used along with historical documents will we ever be able to know what Avebury was truly used for? These facets used in the correct way with new methods and technology might lead us to the answer we are searching for in the future. Henges and megaliths have been a part of human history for more than centuries. They tell a story of how the people lived and worked and paint a picture of what type of society they had and their culture. 
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