Reflecting on my Welsh Development – Ross Chislett (1902327)

I enrolled on the PGCE with very limited experience of the Welsh language. I left comprehensive school in 2004 where there didn’t appear to be a real emphasis on the importance of the language and unfortunately, it was viewed as more of an extra-curricular activity.  Despite this experience, I have always felt a patriotic duty to learn my native language, and when the importance of the language was stated in the first few days of this course, I was motivated to become someone who could provide the best experience to learners. 
I have begun refamiliarizing myself with Welsh in different ways and chose the entry level class provided by the university due to my self-confessed limited experience. I have found the lessons provided by the university to be a good refresher of the basics of the language and I have supplemented this with daily practise on Duolingo and more recently Say Something in Welsh. I have also created my own Welsh phrase bank on Microsoft PowerPoint where I record any new and relevant Welsh phrases I encounter during my practice. 
Whilst lesson planning, I have attempted to increase my use of the language by researching Welsh words relating to our topic and including them in my lessons to benefit my own and my learners’ development. During my placement in a Year 3 class, I created a Welsh role-playing activity, which required learners to work in pairs, with one acting as the shopkeeper and one as the shopper. I differentiated this task, providing three difficulties, with my MAT learners using more complex sentences and learners in the support group using more basic sentences. Learners were also given a list of Welsh nouns so that they could create their own sentences using the sentence structures provided. After using Welsh during my practice, I have reflected on the experience and attempted to identify areas for development.
In adhering to my placement school’s policy and in attempting to develop my Welsh skills on a daily basis, I have also used incidental Welsh consistently throughout my placement. Firstly, in my written feedback to learners, I have used Welsh words to praise their efforts, such as Gwaith da or bendigedig. Secondly, I have used verbal Welsh whilst greeting learners and staff around the school as well as using Welsh during registration, daily routines, end of day songs and in general throughout my lessons. Finally, in an attempt to increase my Welsh reading skills, I chose very basic Welsh books in my reception class to read to learners, and although the language was very basic, usually only a few words to describe the pictures in the book, I found this useful for giving me confidence in reading in Welsh.
Throughout the course so far, I have been able to grasp many of the basic, but essential phrases of the Welsh language and have been growing in confidence steadily. I feel that I am still at the beginning of my Welsh language journey however, and would like to continue to develop my reading, writing and oral skills in the language. I plan to continue my development by continuing to add to my phrase bank, continuing to use Welsh at every opportunity and continuing to engage with the Welsh resources I have mentioned previously. If possible, in the future I also feel that attending a Welsh sabbatical course would benefit myself, my employers and most importantly, my learners. 


