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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

The role of law enforcement agencies in combatting human trafficking in the UK

INTRODUCTION:
My topic of human trafficking is highly worthy of consideration for several important reasons, both academically and socially. Human trafficking is a serious crime with far-reaching implications for individuals, communities, and societies. Below are some of the key reasons why my dissertation topic is significant:
1. Relevance to Contemporary Issues 
Human trafficking remains a global crisis that affects millions of people every year. According to the United Nations and UK Home Office, human trafficking is a form of modern slavery that involves the exploitation of vulnerable individuals for labour, sexual exploitation, and other forms of abuse. Despite ongoing efforts to combat this crime, it continues to be a pressing social and criminal justice issue that demands effective intervention (UNODC, 2018). Given the increasing awareness of trafficking across borders, my research could contribute valuable insights into the effectiveness of current measures, especially in the context of the UK.
2. Alignment with National and International priorities
The Modern Slavery Act 2015 and the UK's commitments to international human rights conventions demonstrate the national importance of tackling human trafficking. Law enforcement agencies, governments, and NGOs are increasingly focused on developing strategies to prevent trafficking and protect victims. My research will be directly relevant to ongoing national and international efforts aimed at preventing trafficking and supporting the victims. This can help inform future policies, legal frameworks, and police practises, ultimately contributed to broader efforts to eliminate modern slavery [Home Office, 2018].
3. Focus on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice
Human trafficking involves complex, often hidden networks of organised crime. Law enforcement agencies have a central role to play in preventing, detecting, and responding to trafficking. By focusing on the role of law enforcement agencies my research will address an essential aspect of the criminal justice system and evaluates how police, specialised units like the National Crime Agency, and other agencies work together to combat human trafficking (National Crime Agency, 2020). Given the challenges that law enforcement faces- such as resource constraints, victim reluctance, and cross-border criminal activities- my research can provide new insights into what works and where improvements are needed.
4. Contribution to the Understanding of Policy and Practise
This dissertation will help to critically examine the impact of the modern slavery act 2015 on law enforcement practises on the victim protection measures [UK parliament, 2015]. While the ACT is regarded as a significant step toward tackling modern slavery, its implementation and effectiveness in achieving its objectives remain an area of academic debate. By analysing law enforcement strategies and providing recommendations for improvement, my dissertation could contribute to enhancing policies, making it irrelevant and impactful piece of work for policy makers, law enforcement, and advocacy groups.

5. Social Justice and Victim-Centred Approach
Human trafficking is primarily a crime of exploitation, and its victim's- often women, children, and migrants- suffer emotional, physical, and psychological trauma. Research on law enforcement's role in tackling human trafficking will not only contribute to academic knowledge but also raise awareness about the vulnerability and rights of trafficking victims. By focusing on improving responses to victims, my dissertation can support a victim centred approach, which is key to reducing re-trafficking, providing adequate protection, and ensuring justice for survivors [Miller, 2016]. This approach can also inform the development of better support services UK. 
6. Cross-Disciplinary Impact
Human trafficking intersects with multiple academic fields, criminology, law, human rights, sociology, political science, and international relations. My dissertation will thus have a broad interdisciplinary appeal and may engage scholars and practitioners from diverse areas, promoting collaborative discussions and solutions to combat human trafficking. The multifaceted nature of the issue also enables you to contribute new perspectives by addressing law enforcement responses, victim support, legislative effectiveness, and the international dimension of trafficking networks. 
7. Opportunities for Real-World Application
By providing a critical analysis of law enforcement's current strategies and challenges in tackling human trafficking, my research can have a direct practical impact. Police forces, NGOs policy makers, and the legal system will benefit from findings that could help shape training programmes, operational strategies, legislative reforms. Moreover, this dissertation might contribute to improving the practical aspects of human trafficking investigations, such as victim identification and cross-border coordination. My work could therefore help law enforcement agencies optimise their responses to human trafficking, making it more effective and tailored to the needs of victims.
8. Academic and Societal Significance
Academically, human trafficking is an under-researched but vital topic, especially regarding law enforcement’s role. Many studies focus on victim experiences, but fewer explore the complexities of policing and preventing trafficking. This gap in the literature presents an opportunity for you to make a significant academic contribution. On a societal level, my research on human trafficking is socially responsible, addressing an issue that harms individuals, disrupts communities, and violates fundamental human rights. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, my dissertation on human trafficking and the role of law enforcement agencies in the UK is both timely and significant. It addresses a critical global issue, aligns with national and international priorities, and offers the potential to enhance both policy and practice. My research will contribute to ongoing efforts to combat human trafficking, providing valuable insights for law enforcement agencies, policymakers, and advocacy groups, while promoting social justice for victims. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Evaluate the effectiveness of law enforcement strategies. I will investigate the policies, laws, and strategies employed by UK law enforcement agencies in combatting human trafficking. This could involve analysing the implementation of the Modern Slavery Act 2015, multi-agency collaboration, and specialized task forces. I will also assess their impact on trafficking prevention, victim identification, and criminal prosecution. 

Examine interagency cooperation and coordination. I will assess how law enforcement agencies work in collaboration with non-governmental organisations, international bodies, and other sectors (e.g, healthcare, social services) to address human trafficking. I will analyse the strengths and weaknesses of these partnerships and their role in supporting victims and investigating trafficking networks. 

Investigate challenges faced by law enforcement agencies. I will identify the challenges faced by law enforcement agencies in combatting human trafficking, such as resource constraints, legal hurdles, victim cooperation, international coordination, and emerging trafficking trends. Understanding these barriers can highlight areas for policy improvement and capacity building. 

These objectives will allow me to provide a comprehensive analysis of the UK’s law enforcement efforts in tackling human trafficking, including their successes, gaps and potential areas for reform.
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Organisational Strategic Plans 
· Independent Anti- Slavery Commissioner (IASC)
· Modern Slavery Act 2015
· National Crime Agency (NCA)
· Anti-slavery International



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Case study analysis. By conducting case studies on specific human trafficking incidents or investigations handled by UK law enforcement, this allows me to analyse how law enforcement agencies responded, what strategies they employed, and what outcomes they achieved. By comparing case of human trafficking in different regions or jurisdictions, I will be able to assess the variations in law enforcement strategies and their effectiveness.

Literature review. By conducting a review of existing research, policy papers, academic journals, and reports on human trafficking and law enforcement agencies, this will help me frame my research within the existing body of knowledge and identify gaps that my study will address. I will collect secondary data 3from public records, policy reviews and law enforcement statistics, to be able to understand and evaluate the effectiveness of current law enforcement efforts. 

Quantitative method. I will design a survey targeting law enforcement officers to assess their attitudes, experiences, training, and perceptions of effectiveness in combatting human trafficking. This could help me quantify the levels of understanding, preparedness, and commitment among law enforcement. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Due to the complexity of human trafficking, it is important for me to gather data from a range of personnel and agencies who have a direct role in combatting human trafficking or are affected by it, as opposed to the general public.
Surveys will be directed at law enforcement personnel, such as police officers and detectives/investigators as these individuals may have a direct experience in investigating trafficking cases, conducting raids or working with other agencies. 
Another option is for me to approach victims of human trafficking, keeping in mind the sensitivity of the issue and the individual.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Obtaining informed consent from participants can be difficult, especially if I'm working with survivors of trafficking. Therefore, it is important to ensure that participants fully understand the purpose of my research the risks and their right to withdraw at any time. Safeguarding participants identities and personal information is crucial. I will anonymize all data and secure personal details in a way that protects their safety.
As research on human trafficking may involve discussing or uncovering traumatic experiences all research must be sensitive to the emotional and psychological impact that discussing past experiences can have on participants a trauma informed approach will be adopted, offering appropriate support and resources, and ensuring that participants are not re-traumatised.
I will store all data securely and will restrict all access to myself and the research team only. I will delete and dispose of all sensitive information as soon as necessary.

	TIME SCALE:

Timescale for this dissertation is over the course of January 2025- September 2025.
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