Is working for the 'exposure' a satisfactory situation for an up-and-coming creative artist?

Working for exposure is something that is expected to be able to work within the industry, if you search what you need do to become a set designer it almost always comes up with gaining experience. Even if you don’t agree with it, you still need to do it to get into the industry.
An issue with working for exposure is that it can take time away from your education, while its good to gain experience it is also important to complete your education especially when you are learning about the skills that you will need within the industry, it shouldn’t be expected of people to choose between the two. It can also take time away from your job if you are working, leaving people to chose between working to get money to live off of and doing work experience to gain a job in the industry. Because of this, the need for work experience within the industry can unfairly affect those that are lower income as they can’t afford take time off to gain the necessary experience, especially if it is a weeklong rather than just a day or two. Some jobs won’t allow any time off forcing people to miss opportunities or lose their jobs. That being said, a lot of workplaces will pay for food or transport for work experience so that people aren’t out of pocket. This is something that I experienced when working for a few days at Scarefest at the Cardiff pumpkin festival, I wasn’t paid however transport was paid for and I was given free tickets for the dress rehearsal so that I could see what a rehearsal was like, and I could see my work.
The need for work experience can also be biased based on your location, it is much easier for people in large cities such as London or Cardiff to find experience than it is for those who live in rural areas where there are less opportunities and finding transport is harder if you aren’t able to drive, something which people who are lower income can’t always afford to do. Where I live in Cornwall there are much less experience opportunities than in urban areas and as someone who hasn’t had the money to learn to drive yet it is difficult to get to these jobs. Being in a rural area means over an hour and a half bus journey to get to a city as many small villages don’t have theatres with regular performances.
Working for free can also be an issue as some companies will take advantage of the fact that many people that are new to the industry are looking for work experience. These companies will take work that should be paid and instead get individuals to work for free to gain experience saving them money as there are always people looking to gain experience. Many companies now expect people to do certain things for free as they are so used to having unpaid workers leading them to take advantage of people that should be getting paid for their work. For those looking for experience with set construction or scenic art the need for tools also has to be considered as they aren’t always provided and buying tools can be expensive, there is also the risk that if you bring your own tools, they could get broken leaving you out of pocket. It is unfair to expect people to lose money for work experience just to get into the industry. 
Although there are negatives to working for exposure there are also many positives, it allows you to make connections and grow your network making it easier to gain jobs in the future as well as showing possible employers that you are good at your work. Doing work experience also gives people the chance to see what different jobs are like for a few days to a week allowing them to decide whether they like a job before they start looking for one. It may also highlight jobs that they hadn’t considered before but have found out about while on work experience. Some employers may see the work that you do and either offer you a job in the future or recommend you to others that they know within the industry, giving you the opportunity for paid work because of free work experience.
Gaining skills is also an advantage of work experience, there are many skills that aren’t taught at university and doing work experience gives you a chance to learn those skills from industry professionals. You may also learn a new method of doing something while there and learn tips and tricks that will make it easier for you to do the job. It also gives people a feel for the industry and allows them to find out how a theatre or film set works.
Whether working for free will be beneficial mainly depends on the person as for someone with no experience to go on their CV, who doesn’t know how a film set works it would be very beneficial. For someone with a decent amount of experience, who knows how a set works it isn’t very beneficial as they could be getting paid for their work.
Overall, I believe that working for exposure is good for an up-and-coming creative artist to begin with as there are many benefits to it, but it should only be for a short period of time at the beginning of your career so that you are not taken advantage of. I also believe that changes need to be made to the industry so that companies don’t take advantage of people and so that location and income is less of a barrier when looking to get a job.
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