
Suggested activities for week three:  

the Four Branches of the Mabinogi and Táin Bó Cúailnge 

• Dafydd’s talk on the Four Branches and mine comparing the Four Branches and the 

Táin. 

• Chapter 3 in Dafydd’s The Literature of Wales.  

• Chapter 3 ‘The Heroic Cycle’ in Muireann Ní Bhrolcháin’s An introduction to early 

Irish literature; you might also like to read chapters 1, 6, 7 and 8, especially if you are 

planning on doing the essay on the Four Branches and the Táin. 

• Read as much as you can of the Four Branches and the Táin themselves (translations 

by Sioned Davies and Ciaran Carson are on the reading list, and also include very 

good introductions and notes). 

• If you have time you could read the article by John Bollard, ‘The structure of the Four 

Branches of the Mabinogi’, Transactions of the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion 

(1974–5), 250–76 on the website ‘Welsh Journals’ (https://journals.library.wales) at 

http://hdl.handle.net/10107/1419353. 
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