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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Under Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA, 2014), there is a duty on local authorities to report an adult at risk of, or experiencing, abuse or neglect, or cannot protect themselves due to care and support needs. The ‘Working Together to Safeguard People’ guidance (2022) goes hand in hand with the SSWBA (2014) as this sets out expectations in relation to safeguarding arrangements for individuals. Under Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014), adult protection and support orders can be put in place if there is reasonable cause to suspect an adult is a risk. 

Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 (SVGA, 2006) governs the protection of vulnerable adults by regulating the vetting and barring of individuals who work with vulnerable groups. It established the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) which checks the backgrounds of those applying for roles involving vulnerable adults. 

The Human Rights Act (1998) ensures that adult’s rights are upheld, including the right to life, privacy and freedom from inhuman or degrading treatment. This piece of legislation is essential in the safeguarding of adults as it reinforces the right of adults to live free from abuse. This is particularly important for social workers working within adults safeguarding. 

A significant piece of legislation in the safeguarding of adults is the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA 2005). This is central to safeguarding adults who may lack the mental capacity to make decisions for themselves. It provides a framework for making decisions in the best interests of those who cannot make decisions due to incapacity, ensuring that their rights are respected and that they are not abused or exploited. Every adult is presumed to have capacity to make decisions unless it is established that they lack capacity.

In Adult’s safeguarding, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA, 2005) allows social workers to undertake capacity assessments when there are concerns about whether an individual can make decisions for themselves. The test for capacity is decision specific, meaning an individual may be able to make some decisions but not others. 

If an individual is deemed to lack capacity, the MCA (2005) requires that decisions be made in their best interests. This is especially crucial in safeguarding situations where a vulnerable adult may be at risk of abuse or neglect. In safeguarding situations, this principle is important when making decisions about medical treatment, whether a person should be moved out of an abusive situation or where there are any restrictions on a person’s freedom, for example an elderly person being placed in a care home. 

The Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS, 2024), which are part of the MCA (2005), provide a framework for ensuring that people who lack capacity are not deprived of their liberty in care homes or hospitals unless it is in their best interests and done in a lawful way.

In safeguarding, DoLS are used when someone who lacks capacity is at risk of being unlawfully detained or restricted in a care setting. This includes situations where someone might be at risk of physical or emotional abuse and needs to be safeguarded from harm, but their freedom is being restricted. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding in Adults’ Services and Children’s Services shares the same core goal, to protect individuals from abuse, neglect and exploitation. However, there are key differences in how safeguarding is approached, due to the distinct needs, rights and legal frameworks for adults and children.

Age and legal status is a key difference in adults and children’s safeguarding. Children are individuals under the age of 18, and the law recognises them as vulnerable due to their dependency and developmental needs. In safeguarding children, professionals are guided by children’s rights legislation such as the Children Act 1989 (CA, 1989) and in Wales specifically the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA, 2014) which provide a clear framework for intervention.

Adult’s in safeguarding typically refers to individuals aged 18 and above. While, under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA, 2005), they are assumed to have the legal capacity to make decisions, safeguarding in adult services particularly focuses on individuals who may be vulnerable due to factors such as mental illness, physical disability, age or incapacity. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA, 2005) is key in adult safeguarding, determining if an individual has the capacity to make their own decisions.

Children are presumed to lack full decision making capacity due to being under the age of 18 and their maturity. In safeguarding, this means decisions are typically made on behalf of children, with their best interests at the centre, as outlined in the Children Act 1989 (CA, 1989). Adults, on the other hand, are presumed to have the capacity to make decisions unless it is proven they lack it, for example due to a disability or mental illness. Capacity assessments are essential in adult safeguarding to determine whether an individual can make informed decisions about their care, safety and wellbeing. 

Children’s Services focuses heavily on the prevention of harm and the early intervention to ensure that children grow up in safe, stable environments. A core part of child safeguarding is to support families and strengthen protective factors. Adults Services primarily aim to protect vulnerable adults from abuse, neglect or exploitation, often in settings such as care homes or in their own homes. As discussed previously, safeguarding of adults may also involve decisions around deprivation of liberty and capacity to make decisions.

Both children and adults services emphasise multi-agency working which is embedded into social work law, values and theories. In conclusion, whilst both fields aim to protect vulnerable individuals, the focus, legal frameworks, and decision making processes differ due to age, capacity and the nature of the different risks faced by children and adults in society. 
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