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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Across Wales protecting the welfare and safeguarding of children is everyone’s responsibility, outlined in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2022) is a guidance and framework of procedures for professionals and non-professionals to follow when safeguarding children. Following on from this guidance, professionals are led by the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014), which is the overarching legislation in Wales that informs social care and health care support. Formed with eleven parts, Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) enshrines the legal procedures and principled duties for professionals to adhere to when safeguarding a ‘child at risk’. Underpinned in Section 130 (4) of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) “a child at risk” is a child who:  is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect, or other forms of harm and has care and support needs, irrespective to whether the Local Authority is providing support for any of the child's needs. If I had concerns about a child who is a “child at risk” I would follow the guidance and framework set out in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2022) and adhere to my organizational safeguarding policy that incorporates contacting the lead children's safeguarding team within my Local Authority to request a safeguarding referral. Once safeguarding referrals are received by the Local Authority initial checks are conducted and a decision is made within one working day, if there is evidence that indicates a child is suffering or likely to suffer from significant harm the referral is passed to the next appropriate team where Section 47 of the Children Act (1989) is initiated. Section 47 of the Children Act (1989) permits the Local Authority to carry out necessary enquiries to ascertain their decision whether the child needs to be safeguarded or promote the child’s welfare. If evidence certifies harm against the child in relation to a criminal offence, it is imperative that the police must be notified immediately (Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2022). Whilst conducting these enquiries the rights of the child should be foremost, and the child’s best interests should remain central with a clear understanding of the personal outcomes for the child. Article 12, of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) exclaims that when making decisions about a child it is imperative that the child is listened to, and their voice is heard. If a decision is made that there is no safeguarding needed but the child and family have care and or support needs the Local Authority are still required to offer advice, information and assistance which can also include an assessment under Part 3 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014). To ensure all the national safeguarding policies and procedures in Wales are sustained and effective the North Wales Safeguarding Board (2025) has a duty to contribute to these whilst also undertaking reviews, and audits of practice, disseminating best practices and learning from reviews, publishing annual plans, reports on their activities and achievements in safeguarding.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


The key differences between adult safeguarding and children’s safeguarding in Wales are recognized as capacity and consent. Until proven otherwise, it must be presumed that every adult has capacity and the right to make decisions (Mental Capacity Act, 2005). If an adult who is an ‘adult at risk’ has been assessed as having mental capacity whilst ensuring Principle 2: Individuals being supported to make their own decisions, of the Mental Capacity Act (2005) has been fulfilled and the adult is choosing to make unwise decisions then the adult has rights to refuse care and/or support. If an adult has been assessed with the outcome of lack of capacity, then decisions are made in the adult’s best interests. When acting in the adult’s best interests it is imperative that the professional involves the individual with all decisions being made (Social Care Institute for Excellence 2022). This includes the adult’s wishes, feelings, and beliefs both past and present (Social Care Wales, 2025). When making decisions, emphasis must be given to whether the intended outcome can be accomplished just as well and with less restrictions on an individual's rights and freedom of movement (Welsh Government, 2014). 

[bookmark: _Int_4xOeMteA]For a child, social workers in Wales have a duty to report safeguarding concerns without their consent (Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014). However, it is best practice that the child’s consent be obtained and/or the child’s parent’s consent unless further harm may be endured (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2022). Attaining consent from the child’s parents can foster a working partnership with the family unit and can lead to developing greater solutions to meet the needs of the child (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2022). When supporting a child to make their own decisions and ensure the child understands the implications of their decisions, social workers are guided by a legal farmwork known as Gillick Competency. According to (NSPCC 2020) Gillick Competency enables professionals to assess whether a child under the age of 16 has the maturity to make their own decisions and understand the broader context of their decision. In addition (NSPCC 2020) states that although Gillick Competency would usually be applied with regards to supporting a child with medical advice, it has been utilized when supporting children around therapeutic support and the child does not want their parents to know. Another example, the child’s wants regarding their living arrangements that may discord with the parent’s views. In addition to assessing whether a child under the age of 16 can consent and understand their decisions in relation to contraceptive advice and treatment, professionals can adopt the Fraser guidelines and provide the child with this support without the parent’s consent (Cornock, 2007). 
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