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[bookmark: _Toc138854633]Introduction 	
Judicial authorities play a significant role in the criminal justice system. From the perspective of the United Kingdom, every region of the United Kingdom has a different court structure. It includes several judicial authorities such as the Supreme Court, Senior Courts such as the Court of Appeal, High Court and Crown Court and Subordinates Courts like County Courts, Family Courts and Magistrate and Youth Courts. The most prominent objective of this assessment is to address the knowledge of magistrates and examine the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates while providing justice. Therefore, this assessment will cover different aspects such as general discussion about the magistrate, responsibilities of the magistrate, characteristics of the magistrate, thesis, court closures and reform. 
[bookmark: _Toc138854635] 
Magistrate 
In the United Kingdom, magistrates are defined as volunteers and members of the local community who act as a judicial authority and hear different types of matters (Grieshofer, 2022, p.13). In simple words, magistrates are individuals who are appointed by the court of law to resolve criminal matters, family matters, motoring offences, and domestic violence and drug offences and interpret the law (Donoghue, 2014, p.62). Most of the time, magistrates hear criminal matters. Magistrates are responsible to hear different types of criminal matters such as cases related to murder, assault, theft, robbery, kidnapping and rape. Magistrates have the power to give punishment if the offender is convicted. Therefore, a magistrate can deliver the punishment in the form of fine, unpaid work and imprisonment for up to 12 months.  
Despite criminal cases, magistrates can also hear family matters and matters related to children. In the United Kingdom, magistrates are appointed by the Lord Chief Justice through the process of interview. The advisory committee is the responsible authority for taking interviews of magistrates. A mentor is provided to assist the newly appointed magistrate for 12 months. Any individual above 18 years can apply for the post of magistrate without any special legal qualification. The retirement age of a magistrate is 75 years.
[bookmark: _Toc138854636]Lord Chancellors do not appoint an individual as Magistrate if it is found that the individual is a member of the police service, parliament, youth offender panel, crown prosecution service, crime and disorder reduction partnership and probation service. Despite this, Lord Chancellors do not appoint an individual as Magistrate if it is found that the individual is bankrupt. These above-mentioned situations are disqualification of magistrates. 
Responsibilities of magistrate
Magistrates play a significant role in the criminal justice system. Magistrates are responsible to hear different types of criminal matters, family matters, matters related to children and matters related to traffic violations. Therefore, it is the duty of the magistrate to hear a legal dispute in a responsible manner. Magistrate has to hear both sides without partiality and in accordance with the analysis of facts, circumstances and evidence. A magistrate should carry the principles of accountability, transparency and justice while deciding a case law. Apart from it, a magistrate should be aware of court procedures and the judicial system of the United Kingdom.
Magistrates have the power to give punishment if the offender is convicted. Therefore, it is the duty of the magistrate to provide the reason for conviction to the offender or guilty party. Apart from it, it is also the duty of the magistrate to apply common principles of the law and rule of law while deciding a case law (Day, 2011, p.20).  It is the duty of magistrate to not make decisions which favours a particular race, caste, religion and nationality. Therefore, it is important that decisions made by magistrates must not be politically motivated, religious motivated and racial motivated (CAMPBELL, 2020, p.3).  
[bookmark: _Toc138854637]Thesis
Judicial authorities play a significant role in the criminal justice system and magistrates are an integral part of it. Magistrates act as a judicial authority and hear different types of matters. This thesis explored different aspects related to the magistrate from a dramaturgical perspective. This thesis highlights the role of the magistrate in the judicial system of the United Kingdom. Despite this, this thesis also explored various advantages and disadvantages of the magistrate along with the responsibilities of the magistrate and characteristics of the magistrate. This thesis was designed with the help of deep observation and analysis of different aspects related to the magistrate. Therefore, this thesis covers essential points like court closures and reform. 
[bookmark: _Toc138854638]Court closures
From 2010 to 2019, many courts in England and Wales were closed due to several reasons. Court closures occur due to several reasons like relocation of old buildings and relocation of court services. In the United Kingdom, the main reason for court closures is reducing the physical appearances of the parties. According to the data published by the House of Commons Library, almost 51% of magistrate’s courts were closed between 2010 and 2020. Court closures have several negative impacts on parties. Due to court closures, a significant delay in court proceedings was seen. Therefore, court closures are a major disadvantage for judicial authorities, especially for magistrates.  
[bookmark: _Toc138854639]Characteristics of Magistrate
[bookmark: _Toc138854640]Magistrates have a significant position in the court of law which is to be managed with appropriate responsibilities. For this reason, magistrates should have some key qualities. The magistrate must be of good character and must have the characteristics of confidence, accountability, transparency and integrity and impartiality. The magistrate must have the characteristics of good understanding and communication. A magistrate must be aware of social problems and social issues and respect the sentiments of the local community. The judgment of magistrates must be in accordance with the rule of law and public order. Despite all these qualities, the decision of the magistrate must be based on logic and factual analysis of related matters. A magistrate holds a responsible position therefore; a magistrate must use a fair and impartial approach while deciding a case law. Apart from it, a magistrate should be aware of court procedures and the judicial system of the United Kingdom.
Advantages of Magistrates
The advantages of magistrates are as follows – 
· Magistrates are volunteers who act as judicial authority and hear different types of matters (Rab, 2021, p.16). Therefore, magistrates play an active role in reducing the burden of litigation.
· Magistrates are members of the local community and have an understanding of the sentiments of the local community therefore, they can easily relate to the matter (Day, 2011). 
· Decisions of magistrates are based on common sense and they can easily acknowledge public sentiments and understands the public issues because they belong to the same community.
· A mentor is provided to assist the newly appointed magistrate for 12 months so that they can easily hear a particular matter.
· A magistrate has the power to hear different types of matters such as matters relate to crime, matters related to family, matters related to children and matters related to traffic violations. 
[bookmark: _Toc138854641]Disadvantages of magistrates
The disadvantages of magistrates are as follows – 
· Any individual above 18 years can apply for the post of magistrate without any special legal qualification. Therefore, lack of legal knowledge is the disadvantage of magistrates.
· There is a chance of partiality if the matter is related to the local community of the magistrate. Therefore, sometimes decisions made by magistrates can bias. 
· A magistrate can only deliver the punishment in the form of fine, unpaid work and imprisonment for up to 12 months. Therefore, the power of sentencing punishment is limited for magistrates.   
· In most cases, the decisions of magistrates are based on their own opinions and not in accordance with the general principles of the law (Yoshida, 2017, p.99).  
· Magistrates do not exercise their powers in the time of court closures which have a negative impact on parties.
[bookmark: _Toc138854642]Reforms
There are certain reforms required in the judicial system of the United Kingdom, especially for magistrates. Therefore, to improve the justice system, the government of the United Kingdom along with the judicial authorities have made valuable improvements, changes and modifications for magistrates. Judicial authorities need to provide a digital service where all the necessary legal processes perform digitally. With the help of this reformation, the purpose of judiciaries to serve justice in society can be easily achieved. This step is also very essential to counter the problem of lengthy procedures of the courts and tribunals and for improving the transparency. Apart from it, reformation in the appointment of magistrates and training of magistrates are also necessary (Casaleiro, Relvas and Dias, 2021, p.27). It is the duty of judicial authorities to provide proper training facilities to newly appointed magistrates.


[bookmark: _Toc138854643]Conclusion
By observing the knowledge regarding the role of the magistrates, it can be observed that they are volunteers who belong to the local community and act as judges for prosecuting civil and criminal matters in society. Magistrates do not have any legal knowledge or qualification in the past but they are appointed as the magistrate so that they can give decisions on the basis of understanding the problems of the local community from where they belong. This assessment addressed the position of magistrates in the context of the United Kingdom. This assessment covered different essential points like characteristics of the magistrate, the responsibility of the magistrate, advantages of the magistrate and disadvantages of the magistrate. Despite this, this assessment also pays attention to the situation of court closures and reformation required in the matters of magistrates.
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