Spartacus as shown through the media

An international sensation!
Revered throughout the world as a heroic inspiration to the downtrodden.
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Since history is usually written by the winners of war, it is odd that Spartacus has remained such an influential part of history. Even today, games, television programs and movies still tell the story of how Spartacus brought thousands of slaves together to fight in the last of the three main revolts in Italy. These slave revolts are known as the three servile wars. The first film made about Spartacus was made in 1909, as you can see in the image above.
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He is represented as a strong and just leader, who was fighting for freedom. He is also often shown without a top on or much else for that matter. This is supposed to represent, in my view, his strength and sex apeal. Both make him more desirable amongst the public. As shown in the image, the media will sometimes go so far as to make him out to be God like, “Spartacus, Gods of the arena”. [image: ][image: ]



Stanley Kubrick's famous 1960 film Spartacus, based on the Howard Fast novel, portrayed him as a freedom fighter who led his people against the oppressive system that was Roman slavery. Every portrayal of the rebellious gladiator which has come since Kubrick's film has, in varying degrees, followed suit.
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