Part 1- Re-write a passage of text in appropriate academic language – 200 Words
In Iceland and some other countries children playing outside is considered an essential part of their everyday lives. People wrote government documents claiming that getting children outside is helpful for their growth, development and learning needs. According to Norodahl and Johannesson (2014), outdoor learning spaces are important for teaching students about the natural world and providing a setting for healthy living and exercise. This emphasis on outdoor learning environments is reflected in the curricular requirements. The emphasis on the outdoors has existed for a long time in Iceland for children aged one to six, they play outside every day in school to enhance their development through play and creativity. Children aged six to sixteen only get to play and socialise outside with their peers when it is playtime. We do not know much about what teachers do outside of the classroom to support learning, however I believe it will vary depending on the school and the teachers experience. According to Oladottir, (2008, cited in Nordahl and johannesson,2014) there are indications that teachers are using outside resources more often than they once did in Iceland, and in the nation's capital, Reykjavik. 70% of schools are now reporting that they are delivering education in an outdoors setting more frequently (Oladottir,2008).
Reference list: Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Part 2a – Re-write a passage of text with appropriate citations and references – 200 Words
The topic of this essay will be forest schools. The Forest School Network defines itself as a developmental process for children, young people, and adults to develop confidence and self-esteem based in a woodland environment (Murrey and O’brien,2006). People are concerned that children in school no longer have access to forests and green spaces as their parents did because they are afraid that anything may happen to them, and children can do a lot indoors now, according to Murray and O'Brien, (Ward et al. 2004) states that there is data that indicates that if kids do not go when they are young, they will not go when they are older, and will miss the physical and mental advantages of access to nature. This is because studying outside is significantly different from learning in a classroom, and the Welsh government is now encouraging teachers to implement forest school in their own schools, particularly in the foundation phase. (WAG, 2009)
Reference List: O'Brien. E and Murray. R. (2006) A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research.
Welsh Assembly Government. (2009) Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: WAG.
Ward Thompson, A.C et al. (2004) Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland, Edinburgh: Report to the Forestry Commission. 

Part 2b – Answer five questions on academic referencing – 600 Words
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5629745479937446764/1231305432556503655

Part 3 – Write a critical response to an academic article – 1000 Words Using the journal article in Moodle titled - Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales Write a critical response to an article. Structuring your critical response:
[bookmark: _Int_D5wRQ46A][bookmark: _Int_zdhckI4V][bookmark: _Int_ghCX9org]This article is a debate that investigates schools underachieving in Wales. It is a debate weather children in Wales are underachieving academically it investigates facts and figures including the differences from a Welsh perspective. It examines comparisons between England and Wales, it investigates the differences between boys and girl's achievements and compares them, it also investigates the differences from very of years. The aim of the text is to find out if schools in Wales are underachieving or not. the article is written by Emma Smith University of York the title of the article is “Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales "Smith (2005). The article is a very biased as it is coming from a Welsh perspective, this makes it biased as it is only coming from one point of view, meaning we do not get to take the others research and views on the topic. In the article Smith excludes the other countries when discussing about the underachieving in Wales.
[bookmark: _Int_mmxltKCT] The article is not set in an obvious way paragraphs are long meaning her work is hard to follow, it was not clear where she was starting a new argument. The length of her sentences is long, and her paraphrase are bulky. If she were to use short snappy sentences it makes it better as they are straight to the point, by her using long sentences it makes it difficult for the reader to understand what she is trying to say and what points she is trying to make. She shows a lot of statistics, but she does not use them all in her writing meaning they are not relevant. She did not use many linking sentences throughout her work meaning certain arguments she was making with others did not then link up because she did not use the linking sentences. On the other hand, by Smith showing statistics, it helps us get a factual view on if the schools are underachieving in Wales. Smith uses a lot of statistics meaning it can get confusing and sometimes the statistic's given are irrelevant to the main topic of the discussion, for an example Smith (2005) academic York University states that
 since the Second World War, traditional jobs have been replaced by foreign investors, particularly in the electronic industries, with companies such as Panasonic LG and Sony employing large numbers of people in the south Wale valleys region. Smith(2005)
and she also talks about the economy stating that “UK to become a global competitor and achieve higher levels of economic growth”. Smith(2005) which has no correlation or relevance to the argument. Smith's argument is not consistence therefore the reader gets lost in her data. The argument she gives is too big therefore the data given is not always relevant, if Smith had focused on a specific aspect, she could have gotten her point over in a much clearer way. Smith's intentions throughout the text are to raise awareness about potential issues with underachieving in Wales. Smith does not support her argument or back it up as she integrates some of her statistics and gives them relevance, but then towards the end she groups them and does not mention them in the article meaning they were pointless. Smith also talks about underachievement and low achievement in the text, but she does not give any of them a definition, therefore we are unsure what standards low achievement and underachieving are so we cannot decide if we agree with this. On the other hand, Smith did offer two sides to the argument as she 
[bookmark: _Int_Sn8MHvFj][bookmark: _Int_H6cHNPTE][bookmark: _Int_3UctXUcN]Smith does not seem to be clear with her argument as one thing I found was “results like this may lead us to suggest that perhaps Wales is no longer being schooled to fail” the writer trying to persuade the audience that Wales is not underachieving. Smith uses formal language throughout the article as it is for academic use. Personally, I found it exceedingly difficult to read as it had a lot of difficult terminology that not all students or readers may understand. I did not think the language she wrote in was very persuasive as she did not use words such as I am certain, and I am sure that you can see. If Smith were to use these terms in her text it would make the article a lot more persuasive. In my opinion the text was both subjective and objective because some of the article was based on facts with statistics to back up the points she was making but on the other hand the other half of the article was subjective as it was based on her opinion what she thought of the topic rather than factual information. 
Smith could have made this article a lot better by sticking to a smaller group of statistics it would have made the article more interesting as we would not be lost in her figures. Smith could have also made her article better by not adding irrelevant statistics without backing them up. I would personally include students' opinions on if they think they are underachieving or not by this we could get a clear view of how they feel about the topic to make the article more effective. I would then also go into depth about how parents feel towards the topic, also I would like to get information from headteachers of a vary of schools and see if they agree that the students are underachieving or not. 

