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[bookmark: _Int_szPlcuda][bookmark: _Int_caLdmWfU][bookmark: _Int_ymGob0N8]The term double deviance is a theory that states the idea that certain women receive harsher punishments as they are seen to have done two things wrong. Women who commit crimes are scrutinized for breaking the societal norms that have been divided due to gender, therefore resulting in women being viewed as doing double wrong which could result in harsher punishments (Herzog et al, 2008). Despite this, it has been argued that the double deviance theory may work in the favour of women when they commit a crime and could be shown more sympathy. However, this would only be determined by the extent of the crime that is committed and if they have broken the social norms that are expected of women (Murphy et all, 2010). Due to the divide that the double deviance theory portrays, it forms the push of gender bias punishments. The result of this is women involved with the criminal justice system are not only punished for the crimes they have committed, but for also breaching the common stereotype that women hold about how they should behave (Fitzpatrick et al, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Int_vncuYMfh][bookmark: _Int_jozucLG7][bookmark: _Int_BWMiiPU7][bookmark: _Int_QA7mU6tU][bookmark: _Int_HYOGsEoi][bookmark: _Int_YaSgdBLL]The idea that stereotypes hold a position in the theory of double deviance represents the behavioural norms that are expected of women in our society. Women are seen to be more in touch with their emotions and should conduct themselves appropriately, they are also seen to be nurturing and nonaggressive. This all stems from the image that our society has painted of what behaviour is expected from a woman (Brennan et al, 2009, p 144). This shows that there is a certain image of women that is expected and normalised in our society. The media also have a role to play in the way that women are represented in the criminal justice system. A common way that the media choose to describe or represent woman who have committed crimes are that they are insane or unstable (Easteal et al, 2015). This tells us that the media want to portray these women as having character flaws and straying away from the behaviours that is expected from women of how to act. Nowadays, it has become more and more common for gender to be perceived as one of the most significant aspects in the way crimes are approached and dealt with. Which links back to the difference both gender roles hold and the different response that the law and society have towards these women (LawTeacher, 2013). This tells us that the split in gender roles has left our society believing that women are less likely to commit serious crimes, and if they do then they are labelled as not in control of themselves or their emotions. Although double deviance is seen as something that means women receive harsher punishments on the basis that they have committed double wrong for the crime and breaking social norms, (Embry et all, 2012) suggests that the analysis of data that has been retrieved regarding the tendency in sentencing actually shows that when you compare the findings, women are generally punished less harshly than men. This shows us that although women can be penalised in certain situations on the basis of double deviance, they can also be shown some leniency. A reason for this could be that women are not seen to be capable of committing serious crimes, compared to men. Statistics were recovered from sources within the criminal justice system in 2019 that give us an overall perspective about the comparison between males and females within the criminal justice system. Looking at some of the findings taken from this, you are able to see that the population of females in the UK during the time this data was retrieved was 51% while the population of males was 49%. 15% of females were recorded to have been arrested by police, compared to 85% of males and only 5% of the prison population is made up of females, with 95% being males. It has also been noted that females are generally dealt with for crimes less severe than males, an example of a low-level crime that women were recorded more frequently for was driving offences, with 55% of females being prosecuted and 29% males. (Ministry of Justice, 2020). Despite females having a higher population, it is clear to see that a higher number of males were arrested and detained compared to women, and that women are underrepresented within the criminal justice system. It also shows us that females are prosecuted for lower-level crimes more often than males are, this links back to the suggestion that women are not capable of committing more serious crimes. 
[bookmark: _Int_UDg9ERBv][bookmark: _Int_c99TiD6w][bookmark: _Int_z32BEAdJ][bookmark: _Int_7F3paPmj][bookmark: _Int_bvaX25ef][bookmark: _Int_r0lQMVUS][bookmark: _Int_ViG3KKsa][bookmark: _Int_iB5t8Wd1][bookmark: _Int_h6fUj2sr][bookmark: _Int_zenGrUTE][bookmark: _Int_zrIzfWLh]On the 4th of August 2002 Hollie Wells and Jessica Chapman two 10-year-old girls from the area of Soham, Cambridgeshire, disappeared from their local town. It was later revealed that they were lured by their school janitor into his home, his name is Ian Huntley. Huntley went on to murder the two victims and later disposed of their bodies. Shortley after the murders took place, Huntley was found guilty and sentenced to two terms of life imprisonment and his partner at the time, Maxine Carr, was sentenced to three and a half years in prison (BBC, 2003). Maxine Carr was sentenced to three and a half years in prison, to which she only served 21 months of, for perverting the course of justice after she provided police investigators with a false alibi. Carr claimed that she was at home with Huntley to back up his denial of the murders, however photos that were discovered by the police showed that Carr was actually several miles away on the day of the murders (Morris, 2003). Despite Ian being the individual who carried out the murders, newspaper articles and tabloids seemed to focus more on Carr and included more pictures of her than they did Huntley. It was also picked up that when you compared articles that included images of Carr and articles that included images of Huntley, Carr’s images were printed larger onto the articles and in colour when Huntleys were smaller and generally in black and white (Jones et al, 2008). The way that the press seemed to shine a light over Carr more than Huntley and gave her more coverage suggests that they wanted to point the focus towards Carr. This shows that the media were clearly outraged by a female playing any role in helping alter the story of a murder case and wanted the focus to be on her rather than Huntley, this can be linked back to Embry’s statement. The double deviance theory connects with this as the media highlighted Carr’s wrongs significantly more than Huntley, creating the image that she had been committed of doing double wrong. Frances Heidensohn is a feminist criminologist who highlighted through her work the lack of research that had been carried out on deviant women and suggested that research that was carried out was sexist and therefore not valid to use. She also recognised and brought to light the gender gap issue between males and females and how men committed more serious crimes than females. Heidensohn pushed for more research to be surrounding females and their crime rates rather than stereotyping women in the criminal justice system (Heidensohn, 2012). Heidensohn acknowledged that women were being ignored, and when they weren’t, the common stereotypes were being used against them. Her work has impacted the way that feminist criminology has progressed and the movement that it has created has allowed a progression in the topic of gender differences in crime rates and criminality. 
[bookmark: _Int_sR3Me1pS][bookmark: _Int_Yh8uQvv6][bookmark: _Int_T02wWVHs][bookmark: _Int_mktNStSA][bookmark: _Int_WNrTYkCJ][bookmark: _Int_0tnwua0h][bookmark: _Int_5z83S2eV][bookmark: _Int_UlD3uS1y][bookmark: _Int_MC4JvV5w][bookmark: _Int_gRqkLTYH][bookmark: _Int_JzeHXR4j][bookmark: _Int_biaYTurO][bookmark: _Int_n3V74xeW][bookmark: _Int_KCbtc6xh][bookmark: _Int_ThlRIvGa][bookmark: _Int_OMtv6zKG]Women experience gender-based discrimination in law, a lack of institutional mechanisms mean that responses are uncoordinated which effects social psychology. There is also a lack of support for women, especially those who are victims of domestic violence. Recent statistics for domestic violence in the UK show that an estimated number of 2.3 million adults reported to have experienced domestic abuse in the year 2020, 1.6 million of these adults were women (Office for National Statistics, 2020). It has been discovered that there is a distinct link between rates of women imprisonment and domestic violence. Studies show that experiencing trauma through domestic violent can lead to issues such as post-traumatic stress disorder, borderline personality disorder and antisocial personality disorder. All of these and more can contribute towards violent behaviour, over half of the population of women in prison are victims of domestic abuse. As an act of self-defence, women have stood up to their abusers to protect themselves, this is commonly known as battered women syndrome (Prison Reform Trust, 2022). However, they then pay the price by serving a long sentence in prison, but is this justifiable? Women act on these self-defence motives out of fear for their own lives or others, and therefore it can be argued if they deserve to serve a prison sentence. With a large majority of murder cases committed by women against a partner or male family member, there should be support in place for these women rather than harsh punishments. It is known that the criminal justice system was ‘designed by men for men’ which means that current laws are limited in consideration for female imprisonment and mitigation. Due to the criminal justice system being mostly dominated by males, women often face challenges to be seen and heard. There are many ways that women could be subjected to gender-based discrimination in law, one of these is during investigations. The majority of police officers are male and lack in gender sensitive interrogation techniques (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2019). This means that some women may not feel comfortable communicating their troubles with a male officer in fear of not being understood or properly listened to. As well as women who have committed a crime as a result of domestic violence, they would feel helpless in that situation when their life is on the line. A softer approach should be taken when dealing with these cases and proper support should be set in place for these women. 

[bookmark: _Int_oag3rRgw][bookmark: _Int_PcMAPSNq][bookmark: _Int_KyuTgoYc][bookmark: _Int_8vZVN3By]The findings that have been gathered around the theory of double deviance show that there are many aspects of the criminal justice system that mean women are facing issues of double deviance. Researching into feminist criminology theorists and their theories show the radical changes that have been highlighted about women's experiences within the criminal justice system. An ideal victim is pictured, which is then used harshly against themselves. Comparing experiences in the criminal justice system with both genders displays the gender gap issues women have faced for a long period of time. It is clear to see that women have, and still are experiencing issues around double deviance and that more needs to be done to tackle the problem. 
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