MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Astronomy and Culture
Required Reading

Cultural Astronomy is an emerging discipline, so the reading is limited. The major theoretician in the field is Clive Ruggles, and he tends to have the largest view of the subject, based on years of practical fieldwork and study of archaeological sites. Unusually this week we are recommending just one piece of required reading:

Ruggles, Clive, ‘ Indigenous Astronomies and Progress in Modern Astronomy’, Paper presented at the International Astronomy Union 17th General Assembly, 3-14 August 2009, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Proceedings of Science, 
 http://pos.sissa.it/cgi-bin/reader/conf.cgi?confid=99
This contains Ruggles’ latest thoughts in the subject area. You will see how he is responding to debates in the last twenty years, and how the discipline is evolving.

In 2012 the Smithsonian Institute ran a symposium on Cultural Astronomy (see Optional Reading). We are recommending one lecture as required viewing:
Stellar Connections: Explorations in Cultural Astronomy - Pt. 4, Babatunde Lawal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCkhZZP3HfQ
This is a fascination account of the cosmology of the Yoruba people of Nigeria. If your interest is in another culture, for example western astrology, you might think about how this style of description can be applied to it.
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