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‘Nothing in Kuwait was sacred as even mosques were looted, burned, and otherwise vandalized by the Iraqi invaders’ (Al-Yousifi, 2011).
It is the time of celebrations now in Kuwait, festivals start from the 15th of January until the 15th of March every year (Kuwait National Day, 2020). We celebrate the most important days of Kuwait’s history, the days of our freedom, the 25th and the 26th of February, the independence from British protection and the liberation from the Iraqi invasion. On these two days, the streets are ready to welcome everyone for the annual march called ‘Maseera’, where people from all around the Gulf States gather, walk together, dance and play with foam sprays, water guns and balloons (Kuwait National Day, 2020). Not only that, but by the beach we witness airshows of planes, helicopters and drones, and other shows that include cars, music, lights and fireworks (Kuwait National Day, 2020). We carry our flags and pictures of our martyrs, we sing the national anthem and shout the martyrs’ names, we remember them, as if they are celebrating with us.
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Figure 1- Kuwait Aviation show (Kuwait National Day, 2020)	Figure 2- Ministry of Defence show (Kuwait National Day, 2020)
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Figure 3- A battle of foams and water guns (Kuwait National Day, 2020). Figure 4- Martyrs pictures held by women divers (Kuwait National Day, 2020).
It is been 29 years now since Kuwait was liberated from the Iraqi invasion, and the hearts are still wounded over the neighbour’s treason (Martyr’s Bureau, 2020). Despite the celebrations, we still mourn our dead whom were brutally tortured and killed, civilians they were, or soldiers (Scott, 2011, p. 269) (War Crimes Documentation Center, 1992, p. 47). Looking at the fireworks of the festival, I could not help but think of how the sky looked like during the invasion, when the Iraqis burned more than 700 oil fields, creating an environmental crisis, referred as ‘eco-terrorism’ (Edgerton, 1992). It was probably terrifying for people to experience such damages, and it amazes me, how Kuwait today, is considered the safest country in the Middle East, and even safer than the UK (The Institute for Economics & Peace, 2018). 
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Figure 5- Fireworks by the beach of Kuwait City (Kuwait National Day, 2020). Video 1- A report about Kuwait’s burnt oil fields (Blystone, 1991).
I was three years old when Kuwait was liberated, so I do not remember anything from it. But I do remember the first time I studied about the invasion; I was only six years old. Three years after the liberation, my school planned our first trip to Al-Qurain suburbs. We went to visit a house there, and I remember looking out of the bus’s window, when I saw a tank for the first time in my life. It was parked in front of the house, it was huge but a bit rusted, along with a white Chevrolets, a bus and a tanker (Keeter, 2018). The house was a ruin, it had only one guard who was walking with us all the time, and I could tell that it was not safe for me to be there. As soon as we entered the house, the teacher was explaining to us the battle, I could not stop myself from looking around at the details on the walls, the holes, the dusty furniture and the destruction. I saw bullet holes in the walls, but I knew what they were, because I have seen them in my family’s house. But the walls had stains on them too, some were dark red, and some were green, I asked the teacher about them, and she told me that it was ‘the blood Kuwaitis’. Little I knew about the invasion at this age, it was the time when my grandfather explained to me how my father and my uncle were members of the Resistance groups. I have not even wondered where my father was at that time, I was just starting to understand the world around me. 
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Figure 6-Al-Qurain house exterior today (Trip Advisor, 2020).	             Figure 7- The actual Iraqi tank of the battle (Trip Advisor, 2020).
The Resistance movement emerged within just few days of the invasion, Kuwaitis from different backgrounds, ethnicities, genders, ages and social status, came together to rescue their home (Levins, 1995). The movement did not have one sole leader, but it was formed out of many groups, working primarily in their circle with little interaction with other groups, with no more than 40 members in each group (Levins, 1995). Each group carried four different types of missions, as John M. Levins described in his report The Kuwaiti Resistance: 
The Resistance had four main areas of activity: (1) civil disobedience, which initially included public demonstrations and the boycott of most work but then narrowed in scope to just the latter; (2) maintaining morale through the provision of essential services and other forms of support; (3) preventing destruction in the oil fields; and (4) military operations, both attacking Iraqi troops and gathering intelligence for the allies.
(1995: 25)
The world media did not do justice to the Kuwaiti Resistance, they portrayed clichés about Kuwaitis being rich refugees who refused to live in less than 5 starts hotels! (Levins, 1995) Forgetting the fact that Kuwait’s internal voice and the security of UK and US citizens of in Kuwait during the invasion could not be found without the famous member of the Resistance Asrar Al-Qabandi (Levins, 1995) (Al-Bannay, 2009). She and the Resistance groups forged IDs for everyone who was in danger and they carried tasks to intimidate the occupier, things from Anti-Iraqi graffiti and songs, to taking military actions (Levins, 1995). They also supported the people living in Kuwait with services and by supplying houses with food, groceries and distributing water (Levins, 1995). 
The Messila group was based on 31 young men, who have taken Al-Qurain area as a base for their operations under the leadership of Syed Hadi Alawi (Al-Fadhli, 2009). The group was diverse, it had Sunni and Shiite members, Bedouins ‘desert dwellers’ and Hathar ‘town dwellers’, religious and liberals, civilians and policemen (Al-Tattan, 2012). They collected weapons and used it to fight Iraqi forces by sniping members of the Iraqi army or destroying military vehicles (Al-Tattan, 2012). They carried out these operations until November 1990, when the Iraqi forces tightened the inspections and control on individuals. Messila group engaged in civil works and services for the people of Al-Qurain suburbs, until the start of the air campaign by the Coalition of the Gulf War (Al-Fadhli, 2009). On January 17, 1991, the group took out the weapons again, and moved to another house in the same area, but in a less densely populated sector, in order to save the lives of civilians, and that was the home of Badr Al-Eidan (a member of the group). 
The leader Alawi summoned the group to be at the house on the 23rd of February 1991, for his knowledge of the Coalition’s plan to liberate Kuwait within few days (Bell, 2014). He feared that the liberation was going to create a chaos within the Iraqi army, and that the Iraqis will try to take shelters in the houses of the suburbs, and families would be at risk (Bell, 2014). The group took their weapons and hid them inside the water tanker, other members of the group hid inside it as well and head to the house. In total, they were 19 of them at the house, the other members did not get the message and probably was intercepted by the Iraqi intelligence. At 4:00 am, the morning of the 24th, the group was jumping out of joy and congratulating each other after hearing the announcement of the beginning of Kuwait’s liberation by a massive coalition ground offensive (Al-Fadhli, 2009). However, on the same day, the Iraqi army has already started besieging Al-Qurain area and searching its homes, interrogating families and looking for young men. The army captured many people from around the area and took them in buses to torture centres, to heartlessly torture them and kill them (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020). 
The battle events began at 8:00 am, after a group of Iraqi Intelligence in a white Chevrolet parked by the house followed by a minibus of Iraqi soldiers (Al-Tattan, 2012). They knocked on the door of Al-Eidan’s house for the purpose of searching it or stealing its contents. When no one responded to the knockings, one of the Iraqis jumped over the fence of the house trying to break in, and here, the group leader was accompanied by one of its members watching the situation through the window facing the street. Alawi realized that the situation reached a critical point and that he must act, either by submitting to the invading Iraqi forces, surrendering to imprisonment and definite execution, or by defending themselves and their homeland (Alshammari, 2014). The decision that the group took was martyrdom on the homeland, so at that time, a member of the Messila group shot the soldier who was trying to break in. The Intelligence called for battle, the Iraqi army surrounded the house and opened fire on members of the Resistance (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020). In the first few hours, many Iraqis died, and 2 Messila members were wounded, Alawi told the 2 not to engage in the fight, specially that there was no water -because the Iraqis blocked the water distribution around the city- nor any medical support (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020). When the Iraqis realised how stubborn the group members were, they decided to use other types of arms, they called in for a backup, and they were supported by 2 tanks and RPGs, while Messila group were relying on light armament (Alshammari, 2014). Moreover, the battle lasted for 10 hours, with the house blasted and turned to hell, and the Iraqis managed to kill 3 members of Messila group (Al-Tattan, 2012). Amer Al-Enzi died, and his body was sliced in half on the second floor, because Iraqis hit him with a RPG’s anti-tank rocket, and its explosive warhead split him right away (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020). The leader Syed who was raising the Kuwaiti flag on top of the house, was killed with a tank’s missile, and the house owner Al-Eidan was shot in the head and on the chest (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020). The battle ended at 6 in the evening, and 9 members of the group were injured, and at the end of the battle, the injured members hid together under the stairs. The Iraqi soldiers came and found them, and they captured all of them, and a day after, their bodies were found dumped in different places with torture marks on them (Al-Fadhli, 2009). The other 7 members of the group survived the battle, 2 of them were hiding in a small storage room in the attic, and the other 5 were beneath ruins, the Iraqis did not see them, and one of the survivors is Alawi’s son; Sami (Al-Fadhli, 2009).
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Figure 8- Al-Qurain House martyrs. (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020)
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Figure 9- The 7 survivors of the group. (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020). Figure 10- Water tanker of the Messila group (Keeter, 2018)
‘They were fearless warriors who poured their bloods, sweat, tears—and ultimately—lives into the Resistance movement against the oppressors of their fellow citizens’ (Al-Bannay, 2009: 1).
When I visited the house in 1994, it looked exactly the same compared to how it looks today. It is turned to a museum now, so it is cleaner and better maintained, your movement is still restricted by ruins in the rooms, but there is no fear of the ceiling falling down on you (Keeter, 2018). Most importantly, visiting the museum would give you the shivers because you can see and sense how catastrophic the battle was by looking at the relics. I could not hold myself from visiting it over and over again, it holds such a significant meaning to me, it makes me think of all the people who gave up their lives to save others, and how were my father’s and my uncle’s last moments. As an Air Force veteran named Sheldon Charles described it: 
As we left the climate-controlled Martyr's Museum and
entered the villa, the stark reality of the battle became as clearly
evident as the heat that immediately surrounded us. The villa
was left as it was at the end of the fight. Sections of walls were
missing, floors completely gone, and twisted metal rebar was
exposed throughout. There were huge holes in the exterior brick
walls from tank fire, glassless windows, and fixtures torn from
their foundations. 
(Charles, 2019, p. 123)
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Figure 11- The interior of the battle house before maintenance. Figure 12- The stairs where the martyrs hid under (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020).
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Figure 13- Minibus belonged to Iraqi Forces. Figure 14- Iraqi intelligence car. Figure 15- Arms used in the battle. Figure 16-Cannon shells. (Keeter, 2018).
The heritage sector took a good care of maintaining the building and the house became one of the national landmarks. The National Heritage sector bought the houses beside it as well, and inside them, there are pictures of the group members, testimonies from the survivors, secret Iraqi reports, and the original weapons of both sides are displayed in them (Kuwait National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 2020). Each floor of the original battle house has plaques that shows where the martyrs died, and where the survivors were. Walking between the rooms and observing the damages, you cannot but think about their bravery, and how they became the national symbol of courage and sacrifice. Some of the Iraqi documents hold reports about the Resistance groups being interrogated and tortured, with no signs of confessions or information given from the victims. Some people were tortured for having the Kuwaiti flag or pictures of the Emir in their houses, a frame at the museum shows an Iraqi document discussing details of the torture and murder of a Kuwaiti mother with her child, just for having a Kuwaiti flag at their house (War Crimes Documentation Center, 1992). A film about the battle was released in 2018, showing the details of the battle that were documented by the survivors. The film is called ‘Swarm of Doves’, an hour and a half that tells the story of 19 courageous men, and their revolution against the tyrant (Swarm of Doves, 2018). The events of the film revolve around a number of human values ​​and national concepts and shows details of the two long days they had, their final discussions and their bold decisions. The film was released in a reaction to the Middle East’s recent conflicts, especially after the Qatar–Saudi Arabia diplomatic conflict, giving a message to Kuwaitis not fear the threats, to be brave and to stand the test of time (Tribune, 2018). In this essence, archaeology of battlefield contributed in planting virtues such as courage, for the Kuwaiti people to reject internal and external conflicts and confront agony and danger (Tribune, 2018). 
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Video 2- ‘Swarm of Doves’ full movie with English subtitles, press play. (Swarm of Doves, 2018)

The Battle of Al-Qurain house is a national epic that highlights the role of the Kuwaiti Resistance during the Iraqi invasion, as it unified all spectrums of Kuwaiti society nationally (Al-Fadhli, 2009). The National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters transformed the house into a museum to memorialize the martyrs and this epic (Al-Tattan, 2012). During his visit to the museum on April 14, 1994, the commander of the Coalition forces Norman Schwarzkopf said: ‘when I am in this house it makes me wish that we had come four days earlier’, and there is a plaque of this quote at the museum (Bell, 2014). The Martyrs Bureau was established by the Emir as an effort to preserve the great value of martyrdom, in appreciation of the heroic work of the martyrs, and the culmination of their heroic epic (Martyr’s Bureau, 2020). The Bureau calls for people every year for a day of unity called ‘One Heart’, to meet in front of Al-Qurain house museum (Kuwait News Agency, 2012). It amazes me to see the response of people to these invitations and witnessing kids and families all gathered without hesitation and singing the song of the martyrs, describing the Kuwaiti society as one family at unity events (Al-Fadhli, 2009). Not only that, but the way the story of Al-Qurain battle is used in times of difficulties, like the ISIS attack on Al-Sadeq Shia mosque in 2015 (World Bulletin, 2015). Sunnis rushed before Shiites to rescue the victims of the terrorist attack, where they prayed side by side in a mass funeral, chanting "Sunnis and Shiites are brothers, Bedouins and Hathar are brothers" (World Bulletin, 2015). At that time, the government used the media to remind people of their unity during the Iraqi invasion, and how unity was their strongest ammunition, by spreading and telling the stories of the martyrs. One clip that I cannot forget, was released in commercial breaks titled ‘We Are One’, it was showing scenes of how -the now- martyrs were tortured and sacrificed their lives in order to save their Kuwaiti brothers and sisters (We Are One: Kuwaitis remembering the invasion that brought them together, 2015). At the end of the clip, there is scene showing the stairs of Al-Qurain house, the place where the injured martyrs gathered before their execution. The scene had a strong message of unity, the message says:’ the union of Kuwaitis was proven by the martyrs of Al-Qurain! And just like their other Kuwaiti brothers, their bloods were mixed to rescue their home. Their bloods were mixed, No one can separate them now. We are all one’ Video 3 (We Are One: Kuwaitis remembering the invasion that brought them together, 2015). This is an example of how Al-Qurain house as an archaeology of battlefield is used today, to bring people together and unite to face the challenges, and to not fall for the games of the enemies (Al-Fadhli, 2009).  Sunnis, Shiites, Hathar, Bedouins, liberals and religious, were all represented in Al-Qurain house, the ultimate symbol of Kuwaitis unity.
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Figure 16 & 17- Kuwaitis from all backgrounds at the 'One Heart' ceremony.
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Video 3- We Are One: Kuwaitis remembering the invasion that brought them together- subtitle in caption. (We Are One: Kuwaitis remembering the invasion that brought them together, 2015)

Hard times show what people are made of, who would resist and who would crack under the pressures. I know now that my people, resisted, especially the ones who are close to me, they were a part of the great Kuwaiti Resistance, my heroes. Growing up, the Messila group members were my idols, and by visiting their house of battle, I was bringing them back to life. Until today, the Kuwaiti society remembers them, we celebrate their bravery and unity, and we take that as a lesson for any future threat, whether it is internal or external. Their archaeology and the battle’s relics somehow became a place for pilgrimage for those searching for great virtues. Battlefield archaeology is used today to teach us lessons of bereavement, honour and unity, and Al-Qurain battle house symbolizes all of that for the Kuwaiti society.
[bookmark: _GoBack]**Since the submission is on the Women’s International Day, I wanted to mention the role of Asrar Al-Qabandi briefly in the essay, and ‘We Are One’ video has a scene about her as well.
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 Martyr Asrar Al-Qabandi
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