The Life and Times of Caesar and Cicero (HPAH5046/HPAH6046) – Presenting Caesar to the modern public
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In this workshop we compare and contrast two 21st century “documentaries” that look at the life of Julius Caesar and key events of the period. The first of these documentaries is from the series Eight Days that Made Rome, the episode on Caesar (season 1, episode 3 – Crossing the Rubicon). The second documentary is from the History Channel 2009 series, Ancients Behaving Badly (the episode on Caesar). You can find these on the Moodle page.
While watching these documentaries you should consider the following issues:
· Who do you think the primary “markets” for these documentaries?
· This is the original intended viewership, as opposed to secondary later viewership (such as you now critically reviewing these episodes).
· How do you think this might have differed between the two?
· What are their purposes – to educate / inform / entertain (all of the above)?
· Does the documentary seem to tilt a particular way?
· Format and delivery:
· Is it a “traditional” documentary or a docu-drama?
· What experts were consulted / what are their fields?
· Did it make use of voiceover, dramatic acting or animation (in the case of docu-dramas), expert interviews?
· Effectiveness / execution:
· Did the format, editing and presentation of the documentary work?
· Use of imagery, special effects, sound effects and music.
· Mixture of “presentation styles” – voice over, expert interview, animation – was this effective, confusing, distracting, unhelpful?
· Overall would you say these documentaries are “beneficial”? – Would you recommend one or other?
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