Process workbook- improv and devising
The improvising process
[bookmark: _Int_XP4PkF2X]To begin our overall process, we used improvising techniques to generate ideas and characters that could be used in our devising process. Techniques such as hot seating proved to be especially useful to develop our general improv skills, and to help us grow more confident in using our skills to create group scenes. For example, we were given prompts such as a starting phrase or a scene setting, similar to the improv techniques used by the Upright citizens brigade (Poehler videos, 2017), and told to create a scene on the spot that could later be refined for use in our final production. 
[bookmark: _Int_lVKb9DET][bookmark: _Int_CnJacopG]Creating our characters was an interesting process. We were asked questions and told to consider how we would want our characters to respond. We used an exercise in which we got to know each other’s characters by ‘speed dating.’ We sat opposite each other and asked questions that would help build our character’s personality such as ‘Why are you here?’ ‘What are your goals?’ and ‘Where do you see yourself in the future?’ After considering what kind of person we wanted our characters to be, we wrote a short monologue describing what our character would consider a ‘perfect Sunday.’ After this process I had successfully created Allie, a hardworking bookshop owner with a taste for gossip. 
Once we had all created our characters, we began creating an overall plot and ideas for how our characters could be connected. Some initial ideas included love stories, romcoms, and even a more serious drama. We finally settled on the idea of having our characters be intertwined in multiple ways while revolving around a single event that would have consequences for every character. This event would then influence the content for the rest of the play. 
Devising our final performance
[bookmark: _Int_HHGJGw57]The devising process began by building up scenes that could fill out the full script. I looked into some sources that could help me develop a better understanding of how to go about this process and applied these ideas to my own work (National theatre, 2017)  We experimented with different ideas that fuelled our scenes, and we considered what we wanted the scene to achieve within the story and what it should communicate to the audience. Once we were pleased with our scene, we would work on a draft of a script and perform it for feedback, and then refine the scene based on that until it produced a final draft that could be performed in the show. After this, we began to consider our running order and how we would place our scenes in relation to others that would complement them. For a few weeks we worked on creating scenes based on any idea we thought would work, however this proved to be hasty, as a fair few scenes had to be cut down to save time, with some scenes being removed from the play entirely. This process was difficult as it made us question what we really wanted our performance to achieve, however it left us with a more streamlined order of events and general plot. 
[bookmark: _Int_6ZWpUjUq]It was at this point in the process we questioned what style of theatre would work best with what we had created. We considered using immersive theatre, where we would have the audience placed in amongst the actors as we performed our big event scene. The idea was that depending on where you were you would hear various parts of each character’s story, giving the performance a unique naturalistic approach where everyone gets a slightly different performance. We experimented with this idea but realised that it would make the following scenes difficult to understand for audience members who did not witness specific storylines. It would have also been challenging to seat the audience, as a space that could allow us to use this type of performance wasn’t available to us. So, for our final performance, we decided to use a more traditional theatre setting while keeping the free-flowing nature of our event scene. Approaching the assessment, we have created costumes that best reflect our characters, and a set that is flexible for use in all scenes throughout the show. We have also sourced props that can be used for multiple purposes to ensure that our show goes smoothly as possible.
Assessment reflection
Overall, I felt the assessment went well. When performing my scenes I felt that my lines, characterisation and blocking were as I had rehearsed, with comedic lines being received by the audience as I had hoped. However, I did feel there was area from improvement. I felt thrown off for the beginning due to another actor missing his cue, meaning I had to improvise on stage alone in front of an audience. A similar thing happened towards the end, where the same actor missed a line causing a long silence that I had to once again improvise to fill which broke up the pacing of the scene. I felt that this was the main issue during our assessment performance as I relied on my fellow actor for the scene to run smoothly, however despite this I felt I was able to cover up well so that it wasn’t too obvious to the audience. If I could change anything about the final product, I would’ve wanted to develop Allie’s story more so it wasn’t so dependent on her late husband, although with the time we were given I feel we achieved the best outcome we could have. Coming out of the assessment, I felt that my skills in devised performance have improved greatly compared to where they were before. I can now confidently write and perform scenes that were created by using improv techniques, and I can then apply these skills to future projects and assessments. 
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