[bookmark: _GoBack]I have been to St. Peter’s church which has a local graveyard in Lampeter and I gathered information on 241 graves and tombstones. Graveyard surveys can be seen as a way to both learn and preserve local heritage. By making a survey you can find out certain information about groups of people, this can include class, gender, ethnicity, age and other things. A survey can also preserve local heritage and history because as time goes on graves will become more damaged and eventually either be left in disrepair on taken down, so a survey is a good way of recording information about a person’s headstones that might be gone in a few years.
In the graveyard I went to two areas, one was a slightly smaller area which contained the most recent graves, the second area was larger and was mainly a generation older then the first area. I recorded information on the 241 graves by going to each one with a pen and a pad of paper and recording information such as name, age, inscriptions, their relations, the shapes of abnormal headstones and I roughly sketched the layout of the two areas. I also recorded the start of each headstone, this was to see what the most common inscription was, this is somewhat important because it is the first thing a person would see when they look at a person’s headstone. 
 Of the 241 graves and tombstones they were split into two areas and they represent two different generations of people, of the younger generation there are 91 people, and there are 150 people of the older generation. The first area had the earliest date of birth as 1904 and the latest date of death as 2017. The second area had its earliest date of birth and date of death date as 1884 and 2012 respectively. Although the two dates of death seem quite close considering that there is supposed to be a generation between the two, these people are very far from the average life expectancy of their times, the person who died in 2012 was 94 years old and the person who died in 2017 was 99 years old. Both people should be seen as an exception to the idea that the two areas are different generations, although this is the case for most of the people there are a few that are of the same generation but because they died at different times they were placed in different areas. These two people were both born in the same year, 1918, they were also female which means they have a longer life expectancy, the life expectancy of a female born in 1911 is 55.4 years old (Office for National Statistics, 2015) and the life expectancy of a female born in 1921 is 59.6 years old (Office for National Statistics, 2015). A way to attempt to predict the life expectancy of a female born in 1918 using this information is to subtract 59.6 by 55.4 which gives 4.2, divide this by 10 to give 0.42, multiply it by 7 to get 2.94. So, the average life expectancy of a female born in 1918 is 58.34 years old. Showing the life expectancy shows how abnormal it would be for someone born at that time to live into their 90s.
In the first area of graves, there were 91 people with their age shown. Of these 91 people one person was between the age of 20-29 years old, 5 people were between 30-39 years old, 4 people were between 40-49 years old, 9 people were between 50-59 years old, 20 people were between the age of 60-69 years old, 23 people were between 70-79 years old, 21 people were between 80-89 years old and 8 people were between 90-99. To find the average age of death for the 91 people in this area I put everyone’s age into boundaries such as 0-9,10-19,20-29 all the way to 90-99 years. Then you find out the mid interval value of each boundary, so for 0-9 it would be 4.5, for 30-39 it would be 34.5 and for 90-99 it would be 94.5. once the mid interval value for each boundary is worked out the frequency for each boundary should be recorded, so for example boundary 50-59 has a frequency of 9, and for boundary 70-79 it has a frequency of 23. Then the cumulative frequency needs to be worked out, this can be done by multiplying the mid interval of every boundary by the frequency of the same boundary, then add up every result to get the cumulative frequency. So, for boundary 0-9 it has a mid-interval of 4.5 and has a frequency of 0, so this multiplies to make 0, for boundary 10-19 it has a mid-interval of 14.5 and a frequency of 0, so the result of 0. Boundary 20-29 has a mid-interval of 24.5 and a frequency of 1 so the result of 24.5, the cumulative frequency is the result of every boundary so the cumulative frequency for the first three boundaries are 24.5. the cumulative frequency of all the boundaries are 6131.5, to find the average age of the people buried in that area you divide the cumulative frequency by the overall number of people, so it is 6131.5 divided by 91 which give the result of 67.37, so the average age of people in the area is 67 years old.
The second area of graves had 150 people buried. This area had one person between the age of 0-9 years old, two people between the age of 10-19 years old, four people between the age of 20-29, two people between the age of 30-39, five people between the age of 40-49, 15 people between the age of 50-59, 33 people between the age of 60-69, 44 people between the age of 70-79, 28 people between the age of 80-89, 15 people between the age of 90-99 and one person was over the age of 100. Using the same method as for the first set of tombstones there is a cumulative frequency of 10525, so divided by the total number of people, 150, gives the result of 70.23 so the average age of people in this area are 70 years old. The importance of finding the average age of the two different areas is that you can compare the differences in age groups from two different generations. The two average ages of the groups were not the results expected, it would be expected that the younger generation would have a higher average age because they would benefit from more recent forms of modern medicine and diets. One explanation for this is that there are only 91 people, whereas at the second site there are 150 people, so 59 more people. Having such a smaller amount of people can potentially skew the results for the average age. A comparison that can be made is that the first group of graves, the younger generation, shows that just over 25 percent of people were between 70-79, whereas in the second group, the older generation, 29.3 percent of people were between 70-79. Comparing the differences in the ages of when people died can give a better understanding of local life in that area, but in some cases can be used to support historical events such as if there was a war or famine or some major event that could cause death. Although the two groups of people have similar statistics to how many people died at what age, if instead of going back one generation a person was to go back several, the differences in the statistics would be quite different and it can reflect on the way people lived at that time. 
It can be said that tombstones and graves are impersonal things. Some graves can show just their name or their name and age. In more modern graves most tombstones look the same. Most modern tombstones are upright headstones (Smith, 2014) and they are normally made from granite, marble or limestone (Smith, 2014). The impersonal aspect is that rows of headstones can all look the same, the only aspect that looks different are the flowers and other objects placed around the headstone. Another detail that makes a tombstone impersonal is that they mostly start the same, the most common start of the tombstones in the graveyard was the phrase ‘in loving memory’ if most of the tombstones start with the same thing then they become less personal and less about the person buried there and it can arguably be more about the makers of the tombstones and seeing it as a product. If most people have the same layout for their headstone then companies can almost mass produce tombstones and leave blank areas to be filled in when it is required, these blank spaces would be used for name, age and relations. Another way that graves are impersonal is that in the graveyard when recording information there were a few mounds and plaques, the plaques generally just shows a name and sometimes an age. Although a plaque can sometimes be a personal thing there was a tree planted in someone’s name. this tree can be seen as both personal and impersonal, it can be personal because it represents the person in a different way than a normal upright headstone, but a tree can be impersonal because many, such as the one in the graveyard, have no inscriptions are any items around it. So, although the tree is there to remember the person, and it will probably be in the graveyard a lot longer than the headstones next to it, in a generation or two it could be forgotten to who the tree was dedicated, and it would be just a tree dedicated to an unknown person.
You can tell a lot by looking at someone’s tombstone. On most you can tell someone’s age, their family, on some you can tell their ethnicity, religion, their address and other details. Of the 241 people there are three distinct cultures. Most graves were written in English, but many were written in Welsh and a few were in Polish. A lot of the graves have religious symbols, most of the religious symbols shown were crosses but other common symbols were images of shepherds, Mary, mother of Jesus and flowers such as a poppy. some less common images were clouds, other types of flowers and the symbol of IHS superimposed, this symbol is the first three letters of the Greek version of Jesus’s name Iota, Eta and Sigma. Showing certain images on a headstone can show certain things about a person. Some religious symbols such as a cross or a Shepard are a clear sign of that person being Christian, other symbols such as a heart can potentially show that either the person was very caring or will be greatly missed. Symbols such as IHS were on polish headstones, this can be because Poland is a very religious country with about 90 percent of the country being Christian (Stay Poland, 2001) although this is not a polish symbol many polish headstones use this symbol to show both their faith and culture. It can be said that a tombstone is a personal thing because it can show a lot about a person, an example is that if a headstone says ‘son’ or ‘daughter’ then you can tell that the person died when at least one parent was still alive, this detail is not for the person who died but perhaps writing their relations on a person’s grave is a way for family and friends to attempt to connect with this person, this connection perhaps make it more personal. Some headstones include a person’s profession, two examples from the 241 graves were ‘capt’ showing that this person was a captain in the military and ‘prof’ this showed that the person was a professor at some point in their life. Although most headstones do not show someone’s job, the few headstones that do give a more personal view into the life of some people.
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